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Office Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Headcuarters, Alaska Road Commission, Juneau DATE: July 6, 1950

FROM =: Alaska Roadee) Alaska

SUBJECT:
Work Hagaman Road >”

re
.

-

Enclosed herewith you will find a letté recently received at this
office for york on the above mentioned road. ‘

For your information the Hagaman Road as shown on the enclosed
sxetch, leaves the Steese Highway at about Mile 4 and crosses homesteads
(patented) as shown on the sketch. This road was originally built by
ir. Floyd Hagaman with his orm personal funds across the land as described.
Ye have no deeds or Pight of Way to this road,

For your further information, Grammer's survey for the Chena Hot
Sorings Road vractically parallels this. road.

It is estimated that the initial cost of work as requested in the
enclosed Letter would be approximately 53,000.CO or more vlus future
maintenance plus future improvements.

It is also estimated that approximately five people would bebenefitted by this work.

Enels.

Col.?



)a paprmnn —_ (ee Vk)
f- fat SVE Ae
a 4? prone! teh bne!/,Lf seeed yee
Oe~we

boighid he
/ ee eeete:f

Dd,

domae Y aor ttiesLT —_—a ,
#

7

Cee.
BPG



Headquarters, Alaska Road Commission, Juneau July 6, 1950

Alaska Road Comission, Fairbanks, Alaska

Work Hagaman Road

Fnolosed herewith you will find a letter recently received at this
office for work.on the above mentioned road.

For your infornation the Hagaman Road-‘as shown on the enclosed
sketch, leaves the Steese Highway at about “fle 4 and crosses homesteads
(patented) as show on the sketch. This road was originally built by
Mr. Floyd Hagaman with his ow versonal finds‘acress the land as deseribed.
We have no deeds or Right of Jay to this road.

For your further information, Grammer's survey for the Chena Hot
Springs Road practically parallels this road,

It 4s estimated that the initial cost of work as requested in the
enclosed letter would be approximately 33,000.00 or more plus future
maintenance plus future improvements.

It is also estimated that approximately five people would be
benefitted by this work.

Incls,



‘rairbanks, AlefJuly lst, 1950|

Hr. Wrank Nash
Alaska Koad Commission
Fairbanks, Alaska
bear Hr. Nash:

Yhe Hagaman Hoad still needs attention, Mr. nash. if
the ARC had made one single attempt to put a grader
blade over this short mile and one third of road just
a couple of times and if just a few truck loads of gravel
could have been offered, we, who use the road daily, would
have felt greatly appreciative and that the ARC really.
had us in mind. "But nothing has been done end soon we'll
be getting the rains and we then will have the sane
miserable mess we exgerienced during May and early June.

-It would take such a little effort on the part of the AKC
to make the Hagaman Hoad into a good road. A little gravel
dumped into the worse places anc the use of a grader for
one day a month would give us something worth while. ‘I'he
road is passable nov and is in good condition for grading
end gravel dumping.

Please consider this matter very thoughtfully, ur. Nash.
Give us just a little helo before the rall rains and the
winter snoxs come. None of us feel that this is recuest-
ing too much and we really would sincerely appreciate any
thing you might do or suggest that would help us out with
our road condition. A road is a very important matter ...
and sometimes very discouraging.

Respectively yours,

Oy, ¥

Box 657, rairbancs

ALY
uw Li.



Seie decease Lg ete

RihearEmitwill

OI
30 24

V7
Floyd agman am

Scale 2 Mile
Appraximete ecation Chena Hot Springs Roe



Nay 16, 1939

ir. Frank Nash
Superintendent, A. R. C. 4
Fairbanks, Alasxa ’

“t
ny

VO

Snletters oF Yay 8

Dear Sir:

neceict is acknoxledzed of your
regarding roacés reyuested by Zaegeanan, Croo¢
referred these to Mr. Hesse and he advises that as is not in
a position at this time to set up funds for these projects. In
view of the amount involved it will not be possible to incrcase
your orogren fron Road Commission funds at this tise.

If these nomesteaders ure reelly in earrest about
inprovenent of their pleces it would be to their interest to do
what road work ther can in the wey of hend labor so thet they
would be in a better position to obtain ar allotment of terri-
torial funds.

I am not, however, in a position at this time to
definitely promise them that we will complete the road even tho
they do whatever hand work is recuired.

Very truly yours,

Ike 2. Taylor
Chief Engineer

mand rideler. I have
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Alaska’ Road Commission,

DEPARTLENT OF TN INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD CCYMISSION

PAIRBANES ALASKA Pi
Y pecoD ‘ May 8, 1939.

{

say 15 1939
saaska Road Os

yureaus
A

Juneau, ‘Jlaska. .

Gentlemen ;
°

Mr. Floyd Haganan, a homesteader located to the Hast of, and over
the ridge from the Steese Higway, is recuesting the construction of a road
from Mile 4 3/4 on the Steese Nighway to his homestead. The length of the
toad recuested would be approximately 1 1/4 miles and would consist of
approximately 3/4 of a mile of side hill graiing, 800 feet turnpike and 800
to corduroy and cover. Mr. Haganan advises thet he will cooperate to the
extent of clearing all of the 2 of 7 and cutting and laying all necessary
corduroy, leaving side hill eradling, turnpikixg, covering corduroy and install-
ing necessary culverts for the ARC to perform. £t is estimated that this work
will cost approximately 5800.00.

The first 1/4 mile of the prorosed road will cross a section of
ky. John Bleies homestead, who has assured tr. Hacanan that a deed for the
R of W will ve grented. The balance of the »oad is on Mr. Fagenans horestead,he has advised that a deed for the necessary R of W will be given.

If constructed this road will also benefit a homesteeder by name,
B.D.Dougles, the road passing within 3/4 of a mile of his pleee. So fer’neithar
of these men have done much toward the developement of these homesteadsp they
however declare that their intentions are that they intend to go eheed end
fully develope them.

If this project epproved an increase in program will be necessary
to handle as it is doubtful if there is sufficient funds in the ellotment
for routes 7G, ete to perform this and necessery vork on the existing roads.
Nor is there sufficient in the allotment for Misc. roeds and trails.

‘3 vw Very tmly yoursgeWel —

vig Ley fedNO



WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA,

February 28th, 1928

Major DH.Gillette
Engineer Officer
JUNGALs

Dear Sirs
%,

by

I submit herewith report on the\Lawing- Xenia winter route,? as sent
enenenree

in by Captain Ralph FR. Guthrie, who made an inspection trip over the ronte duri
the early part of this month. K

He recommendSthat two men be employed for a period of two months, to ry;{4go over the trail and make repairs, this is estimated to cost $900.00.
In the last paragraph a recommendation is made that the trail be taken C

off the ice from Lawing to upper Kenai Lake , to avoid travelling on the ice, “=
which is, at certain times, treacherous, but a wagon road is already constructed ~
from Moose Pasa , for a distance of approximately 9 miles, and a trail built for

, “
12 miles, which connects with the route from Lawing, near Coopers landing.OK

This route is followed during the periods when travel is not safe on

the lake, it only being necessary to go to Moose Pass, on the railroad, a distance
of six miles from Lawkng, instead of getting off at the lower end of the lake.

The cost of the trip , including all charges, is $232.41

Edmunds
Dist. Supte

ERC Box CSYURO



Seward, Alaska,
Februery 17, 1928.

Subject: Insvection of Kenai River Trail, Route 55.

To: Alaska xoad Commission, Juneau, Alaska.

“id. The insvection trip was begun by the undersigned on vebruary 5,
- 1928, and concluded on rebruary 12, 1928. sumployed one musher, Lars
indergard, a twelve-foot sled, shipped from Anchorage, and seventeen dogs.
whree days were consumed in mking the trip from Lawing to Kenai, one aay
was spent in Kenai, as a rest period, and three days spent on the return
journey. All kinds of weather except rain was encountered, and tempera-
tures varying from forty above to Zero. whe snow in places had accum-
lated, in the drifts, three feet deep, and part of the return journey
was covered in a snow storm, in which eighteen inches of snow fell. the
trail was well broken throughout, except during the snow storm on Kenailake. leven dog teams were encountered on the road, showing a
considerable traffic, estimated to average forty sleds a month during
the winter.

2. ‘the route of the inspaction started at Lawing, Mile 23, U. S.
Railroad, and led over thea ice, dovm Kenai lake, to the lower end. Thence
up the Kenai river a short distance, off the river and up the mountain
side to an elevation of approximately seventy-five feet, and rather
precipitious, for a mile and a half to Coover'ts Landing. About this
section of the lakes it may be said that traval in the winter is very
precarious, there being a considerable number o? air holes off Black
Point, opposite the mouth of Quartz Creek. During the past twenty years
many teams have broken through. The mile-and-a-half section between
the mouth of Kenai river and Cooverts Ianding is maintained avvarently
by the fire patrols, and is the worst place on the trail. A little grading,
the rehabilitation of one small bridge, and the hewing down of a few trees
here would do very well and could be accomplished at a cost of one
hundred dollars. On the lower end of Kenai lake to a point seven and
one half miles beyond Cooper's Tanding there is an average of one cabin
ver mile, and 211 are suitable for shelter. The prevailing grade is
aoout thirty per cent.

Se the first shelter cabin encountered is located fifteen miles
from Cooper's Ianding. It was in good condition, corrugated iron roof,
one door, two windows, sheet iron stove, five joints of vive, pole bed, and
dog cabin. ‘the latter was about twelve by twelve feet inside measurement,
the dimensions or the shelter cabin itsel? being fourteen by sixteen feet.
After leaving this cabin no further shelter was encountered until the



cabin xmown as the "iidway Cabin," og adorozimately the same dimensions
as tha first, but without dog shelter, wes reached. This was twenty-ninemiles from Coover's Landing. ‘this cabin was very comfortable, indeed, with& sheet iron stove, a pole bed, and tha comforts which could ve expectedunder tha circumstances. It is here suggested that these cabins (All of
them) could be imoroved by battening uo or filling in the interval between
the iron roof and the pole roof, six inchas beneath. Into tnis open
space the snow drifts and malts from the heat of the stove, causing ~

leakage in the vicinity of the bed. ‘the aovroxinate cost for three
cabins on the Kenai-Lawing trail in the opinion of the undersigned could
be covered by one hundred and fitty dollars, or fifty dollars per cabin.
Between Cooper's Tanding and Midway Cabin only two fallen trees were
encountered, and they were lying across the road as it led across the
secona smal] lake after leaving Cooper's Landing. ‘They were about fifty
yards apart, and could de removed by one man in about a minute. A few
objectionable "nigger-neads" were found on the trail between a voint
eight miles from Coopers Landing and Midway Cabin, and again six miles
beyond Moose river and the village of Kenai. ‘The third relief cabin,
located at Mile 19 from Kenai, was in the same condition as the others;
‘very habitable, but it was found that natives had been using it as a
trapper's cabin, and it is strongly susvected of being infested with
vermine

4. Using a twelve-foot sled and saventeen dogs with a broken
trail it was found that from forty to sixty miles could have been easily
accomolished in.a day, any place on the road. At approximtely twelve
miles from Kenai village there is a plateau with a very steep incline,
varying from thirty-five to fifty per cent grude, and winding in and out
between trees, very dangerous to teams. «rom this point toward Kenai
the Road Commission trail is practically abandoned and an old Siwash
trail, leading over rrozen swamps, is used. It is recommended that the
Road Commission accept the judgement of traffic in this regard, and that
tha Siwash trail be adovted and imoroved. Three miles of trail in the
vicinity of Nile 19 from Kenai has also been abandoned by traffic in
preference of a snorter cut, apparently to good advantage. It was found
that the trail is opened each winter by the natives, and that in spite of
any advantage which might exist in the mew government trail, they prefer
the one that they laid out themselves. In the judgement of the undersigned,
the only way. to gét those sections of the trail used woulda be to send a
trail breaking crew over the trail early in the season. ‘he advisaoility
of this is questioned.

In general, the trail from Lawing to Kenai is not in bad
condition for either heavy or light hauling. It is believed that Duncan
Little, of Coooer's Landing, with one assistant could go over the entire
trail in two months next summer and vut it in excellent shape. No one

could hope to remove all of the nigger-neads, but the more prominent ones
could be smoothed away. All the equipment needed would be a couple of
axes, cross cut saw, svades, hammers, nails, and a couple of pack horses.
Bridges and shelter cabin roofs could be revaired, and the nme terial
found on the ground. kr. Little has tae reputation of being extremly



Conscientious and industrious, and has both experience and common sense.
It is recommended that he be put in charge of the work and authorized to
emoloy one man as an assistant, and that the period of his employment not
excesd two months.

6. Answering the questions in your memorandum of May 20, 1927, for
all superintendants, the following information is given:

Lengta of road from Lawing to Kenai, approximately 120 miles.
Shelter cabins, Mile 19 from.Kensi and tile 37 from Kenai.
A privately owned prospector's cabin used as shelter cabin at

Mile 46 from Kenai.
General ruling grade, 20 ver cant.
Maximum grade encountered, 50 par cent, 150 feat long. Max-

iman grade not objectionable if trees are cut which now endangers
sleds from turning over. Cost of imoroverment 320.00.

Two-horse teams can not be used.
One small bridge to be renewed at Coover's Landing.
Grading not necessary, but strong shovel work required at

aporoaches to two small lakes between Cooner's Landing and
Midway shelter cabin, aporoximate cost 320.00.

No new bridges required. .

Road now used does not drift nor glacier badly. Trail is
located so thet anvoroximately thirty-nine miles is over frozen
lakes and streams. This not objectionable.

Nigger-heads and stwmps are to be removedin a few
instances.

Condition of shelter cabins excellent, except for roofs
noted.

Stoves have all been installed by private interests, and
at present adequate, but should be replaced next summer by new
stoves suitable for both heating and cooking.

Character of traffic on route, foot, and dog sleds, about
forty sleds per month.

This route can not be used in the summer time without long
and difficult detours on account of so much of it being over ice.
It is purely a winter trail, and if it is to be converted into a
summar trail, as well, a road must be cut from Lawing along. the
north bank of Kenai lake to Cooper's Landing, and from a point
seven and one half miles beyond Cooper's Landing the road must
pe widened and imoroved, detouring 411 lakes and streams, the entire
distance.to Kenai. As seven lakes and three streams are used, this
is liable to be expensive.

7. Yn case a wagon road were contemplated, it would necessitate
@ wagon road along the north bank of Kenai Lake to Coover's Landing, or the
use of the railroad outlet at present suoplied py the Quarta Creek route
to Moose Pass and thus junction with the railroad, cost about ten thousand
dollars ($10,000.00; per mils. From the lake the road coulu tnen follow
the north vank of Kenai river along the present trail brancning off onto
a traover's trail twelve miles from Coover's Landing to Skilak lake, cost
about vive thousand dollars (35,900.00) per mile. ‘hence along the

- 3-



laxe to tne Lower Kenai river to the mouta or Moose1 mast oe spanned by new tty- foot susoension type pridgs,cost of road ten +snousand dollars (gL0,000-00) par mile, cost of pridge
lars (310,000 00) -five snousand dollars (g54000 +00) to tan thousand aol

nm bank of Sriies

ge the road could taxa direct route to Kenad village over: nousand aollers (35,000 00} per mile.

¢ruction man bett is recommended shat two good trail cons
nthns next summer ta So over the entire trail from
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; Col. James G. Steese
|

2810 Munitions Bldg.
, Washington, D. C.
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Dear Steese;:

‘I am forwarding to you herewith a

letter from Sterling enclosing reports made by Anton

ie Anderson upon his
examination of

|

an alternate wagon

: ", road route from Houston toWillow Creek and a trail

: and sled route on Moose Creek.
2a

ra E: Oliver
. (pGincer Officer. .
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“WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

. A aleanenorase, Alaska,
maarNovemter 1, 1925,

or Lunsford &. Gliver, gner. Cfficer,
¢ S :

Va LTT
oear Sir: f

rerewith ure reports of two recemnolssance
tripe mide recently ty anton anderson, one teins a report
af a proapesed alternate ee =2om licuasten , on the
railroad, to the mines of the Villow Creek Mines Oc. ond
other prospects aleng upper “allow Creek and the other
being eg report of « veconreissance of & proposed pack
and doutle ender the Sewsen coal mine on Moose
Creek to varicus proszects on upper Lioose Creek, this
latter item having teen celled to your attention when you
lust visited us, thru an epreal try letter from one
veP Clarke, owner of one of the prespects.

Ey those who have freighted on the Houston- #illow
Crekk sled road, this route for a summer road has alwars
been teteooed. Verious treppers, prospectcrs and old timers
who have had occcafion to ecrses from the railroad to thehills during the susmer, even tefore the relilroed was Ey

-s
n
ft
!

tudlt, heve told me that a summer rosd is a feasitle ’
prozosition fron Houston, Nency or Willow. These -renorts were
given sufficient consideration to hive the country looked
over resulting’in the accomganying teport ty Anderson, the
sum and sukstenee of the report and the conversation I.
hed with anderson on ths mitter being that the sround
that he actually sew on this trip was enough te convince
him that the reute is far superior to the one cruised
cut earlier in the Fell around the ‘point of Ealdy,

However, tefore anythines further is done in the matte
wt least cne mere trip shoulda te made from a point furthers
north. I would succest even is far north «s, Villow, yvaich
offers, according to the mes the most direcy reute of all.
also the fact thut one has a stream to follow closely is
a faveoratle indicat icn of good sreund to te found most of
the way.

Ng

Ary,i”
ry



ir

WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

ANCHORAGE,
ALASKA October 26.1925, he

Mr HawleyW Sterlin
oe ates . A.R.C. Supt, Anchorace,

Dear Sir’.
LL.

. &S instructed by you, Ileft Anchorace

Ee

Cet 17th,temake a ‘reconnaissance for a double ender trail up Moose
Creek from the narrow gauge tranch of the Alaska Railroad.
Sunday, Oct 18th vas wet and stormy and d did not leave camp.
Cn Monday,19th,accomeanied ty Mr 3.3L. Clarke Imoade a trin up the
ereek for twelve miles »returning the same dar to Rawsens Coal Mine.

The present pack trail was made by Rawson and nartners,and tesins
at Hile 6 on the narrow gatire. Veru little work has been done on ths
trail andcan only te used ty horses lightly packed,

Leaving this point the trail follows the Hast tank of Moose Creek
for hal? a mile. The grcund on this first section is over the
delta moreihe on which a fair stend of spruce and cottonwood
trees grow. Very little clearing would make this section into a
‘passable trail. ,

At liile } a sandstone rock tluff is enecountered,having an average
slope of 60 degrees,and extending for 700ft along the creek tank

. his bluffis ayeox 100ft migh.The ezeek follows close along its Stase.If @ bench was cut aleng this section,a constant,but not ne
a large reoccuring raintainence experge can be expected, as the Lcside shows constant frost erosion, Q
From the upper end of this blurt the trail follows the East tank eo
of loose Creek ona 5 to 8 % grdée. Larce granite bovilders
protrude thru the thin coat of

deat
leaves and vegetatle deposition

and very few stretches of soft ¢rounc are encountYed on this
mile and a half of location.
At mile 2 the creek comes out of*a canyon,tho no solid rock can

‘be seen in seme,huge granite toulcers,some of them 20ft thru
“lay in the stream and piled up along the tanks. The present teil

winds around among these toulders cn en elevation of 1oft above
the creek. This canyon is nearly a mile in length and remains
osen thruout the winter,thus prevent:

nz eny of the prospectors
from hauling aay equipment up to their lecations.Anew trail location
would follew very closely to tne old trail line .I

estimate
24

would take 23700. 00.
to make a passetle slec trail over this mile.

above this carzon the creek flews less
quisety.ene

the valley
widers, A crossing would have tc te made that pointnear where
tne present log foot bridge is lecated. Zeattaate that a 30f%

S280 |would reack toth tanks.As only a few cottonwoods grow arcurd on th
tanks lumber for this tridgze would have to ke ottained telow the
canyons
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From lille 5 to mile 12 an easy lecaticn can be obtained . Joe Clarke
bas crn undeveloped prospect atout two miles up the creek,but the creek
freezes from there to the head of the canyon,thus making it sossibtlemm
for nim to set sleds over that distance in the winter.

Oreels
uoostY drains the southern sloze of the range on which th Bullion,

of these minesHern,Lucky shot,and War Eaty mines are now working. All of th
have given good returns to their owrers.Any assistance tnis
Commission couled give would help the developmennt of this section.

I estimate that $1500,00 would tuild a fair trail xtoucth from Miled
to its junction with the Rail xoad.

anton Andexrson.J.E.

9 14ai ace.
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. . WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA gg tote
Hawley Sterlins

ALR. SUDt, Anchorace,
Dear Sire.

As instructed ty ylccation from the Lucky Shot and Eullion mines
of the present route over the 4000 ft sumiit,or” TOD:
route to Wasilla around the lons hog back of Mt Eaaldy,Ile
Matanuska Junction Catober 22 nd,arrivins the same day at Houston.
“mr goe Stino who is Section Foreman there for the Alaska B,R.
Tavé me méals and lodgings at the section house.

On Cetober 23rd I left Houston, beginning Shis reconnaissance
about a helf mile North of the station (1111e175.5) where a lone
ridge terminates at the R.R. A Shack with a garden is located on
the North slope of this ridze. I followed the eorest of this ridzein a North-easterly direction for three miles. A heavy fog
prevented me from getting correct compess bearinzs fromHouston
to the Willow Greek canyon. This ridee is very flat arainiaga
in the hollows soins in aSouthewesterly divection from Ealdy.This ridge is covered with a medium stand of bireh and spruce
tho decayed’ vezetable matter, covwould make the consruction of 2. wazon road over s
At mile 3 the sind comndnees to get tetter and vai
grade tc the top of a tare hill,callei Grass Hill.
several years azo having destroyed the timber. This
500f. higher then the surrounding country and
be had @f the country North

read ty a neavy coat of moss
me veri expensive,3e8 On a 253

A forest fire
hill is about

good view can
and Eestwerd, I decended this

nill on a five per cent grade in an Eas tert; divection,thencefolloving another ridge in a Northeasterly airect ion, followingon fairly level grade for five miles. she moss and
not as deen on this ridse as tetween

vegetation is
ile 0 and 4 and gravel show

in places wheretrees have been uprooted. Severak small swamps are
crossed

About mile 7,1 twisted m7; ankldand.At uile a)
wherewinter trail blazes @ decided to return to Housto

uite-a bit. This winter trail which is used by the

this five mile, the longest being not more than 1ocors.
I found the
as if was hurtins
freilshters

of the Eullion. and Lucky Shot mines was cut ty lr Landers dar ingthe winter and follows all the open zslaces ,such as across togs and
lakes ‘vhere no clearing was needed. Prospectors or
to follow this route bn the summer season, when the

freighters trying
bogs are thawed

out and the lakes onen,declare that no road location can te
found then this ton on that account. This trail runs ina
Southerly direction for atout seven miles, Rhence Vestward for
turee miles to Zoustov Station. Returning alone th is route I was
forced to make several detours around swamps and lakes.

On my prvious reconnaissance from Lucky Shot to Wa
the North side of Willow Oreak along to the end of
a 4
w 44 TANS earallel %0 Ealdy is exposed 22 the sun
and a rood dry1

sillsa,I noted that
on %sre hot back
thru out the wintes

ocation can te obtaines @2 a 9,5 SRABE grace along

pe 4p,

u,to find
ba aw

fs

ver
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Same, Onilw one smell creek would have to te ossea on this
section.
T estimate that the distance between Tuelshet mine and Youston
over this route to te atout 24 miles. Tut there remains 2a section of
ten miles on waich no reconnaissance has been made,

In conversation with a navive ,Earry Chilegan who lives at Nouston
I learned that a much better route can be obtained . Going North
from Houston about four or five miles crossing Willow Creek
and following um the Morth tank arosaire weters Creek and
gatns around the K ena of the hos back and un the Horth bank of
willow Creek oreviusly leseribed. I bes to sucgsest that anzone
maxing further reconnaissance in this locality to ge# this native
long with him,
I estimate that a fair road oan te graded for the first eishteen
miles of this route for $2,999.50 ver mile ,and for the lest
gicht for 31,990.99 ner mile,

Tt must te noted that this route follows the gradual fall of the
country and no adverse trades vous

haere to be
one

In,moreover
this road could te used at al ar

,of the ve

a=

inderson

UN
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present Road to eastern Dert of’ the District, Note:-and proposed route of new road to western part. “The dotted red lines 2(Present winter route, Houston to Mines, is not -

intended to show possipracticable forall-year-round use, due swamps, alternate routes frommarshes and lakes.) Railroad, which might;
. xamina tion, be foundApproximate distances: era the one sugPresent: Read - Wasilla to Fern Mine, 24 miles;" "Lucky Shot Mine, 26 miles;

Proresed Foad; Wasilla to Iucky Shot Mine, 20 miles.
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COPY OF PETITION SENT TO THH ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
BY MINE OPERATORS AND OWNERS OF WILLOW GREEK DIS~
TRICT, JULY 17, 1925.

To the Alaska Road Commission:

We, the undersigned, mine operators and mining pro-
perty owners, in the Western or that part of the Willow Creek
District of which the drainage is to the Big Susitna River,
respectfully request the construction of a road possi ble of
all the year round use, which the extension to Craigie Creek,
on our side of the Divide, of the present excellent road from
is6illa byway of Fish Hook Creek, is not.

We submit our request is reasonable because:

(1) The Wasilla-Fish Hook Road on its extension over
the high range between the watershed of the two Susitna rivers
crossas a pass 4000 feet high, an d the consequent snow condi-
tions causes freighting to stop early in the autumn and to openlate in the summer. Even at thie date (July 15th), a wagon can-
not be driven through. The load uust be trans ferred to a sleigh
‘to cross the deep snow at the summit and re—transferred again
at the other side to another Wagon. As late as the middle of this
June freight had to be handled through this pass by dog t+ eam.

43) OWing to this being the on ly s ummer road, the
pass is often travelled when there is danger from snow slid es
and if this practice persists there will be loss of life.
A road where there would be no slides and with no high summit
could be constructed from Wasilla or some more northern point
on the railway to our District; and such a road W ould serve
not only the operating propertieson Grudstake and Craigie, but
such other creeks as Shorty, Purches and Peters, where there are
many prospects waiting development.. All the above mentioned
streams are tributaries of Willow Creek which gives its name to
the whole District.

(3) We have done the pioneer Work of opening up this
District in building winter roads, followin e@ the natural route
on this side of the divide and over Which the main tonnage used
in cpening up and operating the several properties has been
hauled; but, unfortunately, owing to sWamps and lakes, these
roads are only vassable from January to April. The mines of
Craigie Oreek alone account for about three-quarters of the
production of the whole Willow Creek District up to the end of
1924, and the proportion Will likely be more in their favor at
the end of the present season. Production has a close relation
to the number of men actually engaged in mining and to the
inwards tonnage.

We earnestly commend your favorable consideration and
action in this connectidn...

_
(Signed by various mine operators and owners)

: \
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My

July. Yth.1925
a

fo The Alaska Koad Commission:

We, the undersigned Mine operators and Mining

property owners, in the Western or that part of the Willow

Greek District ofwhich the drainage is to the big Susitna

Kiver, respectfully request the construction of a road

possible of all the year round use, which the extension

to Craiggie Ureek on our side of the Divide of the present
excellent road from Wasilla by Way of Fish Hobbk Creek

is not.
| | |

We submit our request is reasonable because:

(I) The Wasilla Fish Hook road on its extension over

the High Range between the watershe®of the two Susitna

Rivers crosses a pass 4000 high and the consequent snow

conditions causes freighting to stop early in the autumn

and to open late in the summer. Even at this date

(July 15th.) a wagon cannot be driven through. The load must be

transferred to a sleigh to cross the deep snow at the summit

and re-transferred again at the other side to another wagon
As late as the miidle of this dune freight had to be

handled through this pass by dog team.

(2)
|

Owing to this being the only summer road the

pass is often travelled when there is danger from Snow

slides and if this practice persists there will be loss
of life. A road where there would be no slides and with
no high summit could be constructed from Wasilla or some

more Northern point on the Railway to our District.
And such a road would serve not only the operating proper-
ties on Grubstake and Craiggie but such other creeks as

Shorty, Purches and Peters where there are many prospects
waiting development. All the above mentioned streams are

tributaries of Willow Creek which gives its name to the

whole District.

We have done the pioneer work of opening up

this District in pbuilding winter roads following the

natural route on this side of the Livide and over which
the main tonnage used in opening up and operating the

several properties has been hauled; but, unfortunately,



(Alaska Road Commission #2)

owing to swamps and lakes these roads are only passable
from January to April. The Mines . of Craiggie Creek

alone account for about three quarters of the production
of the whole Willow Creek District up to the end of 1924

and the proportion will likely be more in their favor
at the end of the present season. Production has a

close relation to the number of men actually engaged in
mining and to the inwards tonnage.

We earnestly commend your favorable consider-
ation and action in this connection.

Owner or Operator Name of Property
oo
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SIGNAL CorRPS, UNITED STATES ARMY
WASHINGTON-ALASKA MILITARY CABLE AND TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

|

TELEGRAM
—

NUMBER TIME FILED CHECK

SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: Valdez, Aug. 30, 1922,

R. G, Southworth,
Nenana, a ;“Yours Hot Springs trail definite action.

“inadvisable now will investigate at freezeup and if desirable

will be glad to consider your aid in cutting trail this winter,

CONWALS,



AWUV ‘S “ ‘SdxOO 'TIVNDIS

August 28, 1922
Ma jor Gotwals

. Ancho rage

Following from Nenana City Council R G Southworth Mayor quote Hail
trail between Nenana and Hot Springs canbe shortened near thirty
miles and nearly two days saved by cutting trail direct from Nenana
to mouth Kantishna River Nenana ready. guarantee five hundred dollars
possibly thousand if Alaska Road Commission will undertake wor this —

year suggest immediate investigation proposed mile saving route also
route via Tolovana Roadhouse either would prove great penefit
traveling public improve mail service unquote

;
3LC-LB 7 ARC

|

O.P.P.,A E.F.—3405—3-6-19-—-100M

RMY
|

sEIVED AT: HEADQUARTERS SERVICES OF SUPPLY, A. E. F.

25481 X M 70 NL 4 EXTRA
,

_ NENANA ALS AUG 26 1922

tAJOR JOHN C GOTWALLS - |

JUNEAU
JALIL TRAIL BETWEEN NENANA AND HOTSPRINGS CAN BE SHORTENED NEAR

THIRTY MILES AND NEARLY TWO DAYS SAVED BY CUTTING TRAIL
|

JIRECT FROM NENANATO MOUTH KANTISHNA RIVER NEWANA READY GUARANTEE

=}VE HUNDRED DOLLARS POSSIBLY THOUSAND IF ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

ITLL. UNDERTAKE WORK THIS YEAR SUGGEST IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION.

SROPOSED MILE SAYING ROUTE ALSO ROUTE VIA TOLOVANA ROADHOUSE EITHER -

JOULD PROVE GREAT BENEFIT TRAVELING PUBLIC IMPROVE MAIL SERVICE

NENANA CITY COUNCIL,R G SOUTHWORTH MAYOR

515P

IGNAL CORPS, UNITED STATES A
A TELEGRAM



Juneau, XXXXxXxxx April 1, 1913

President of the Board.
Hon. Chas. A. Sulzer, “elesuce from Alaska,“ashington.

¢ pee “ i“:
“ yy 4

C4 lnm oo Le weenyte et Fete
1-3) we 7” hh =

orWinterTrail, Ce(e728 wort cibben, and Prince so? wales
veces er EO TEEIsland Road. —

mS c

MN / .

(th

Hy dear Mr. Sulzer:
NS Cn

.

1. In reply to your’‘Letter of Marc foam, I wish to.say
that in regard to the winter trail on Ane’ Tukon between Sagle
and Tort Gitbon, the Road Commission fas never considered the
staking or improvement of this tra as a justifiable expendi-
turee The mail service eee son and Circle and tetween
Cirele and fort Yukon is only a ypecial service of inconsider-
able amount. The mail on these utes is carried by contract
and whatever work was necessa i steking or otherwise facili- =~ itating mail, has teen done by the \aail carriers and presumably.° -Uits cost has teen included yn the price paid ty the Post Office A

Department for carrying t mail. Aside from the mail, the
travel on these routes is/very light\ My understanding is that
the winter mail service Aetween Yort Yukon and Fort Gibton was
discontinued several ygars ago. Rampart, I believe, is the
only point on this styetch which has a\winter mail service, and
this is from Hot Jprings.

7

ae Tne roads ge maintain in that digtrict, with tentative
allotments for this season, are as follows:

?
Route’ 9 ~« Rampartelmreka Road $500.00

u " lL Zagle-rorty Mile Road 1000.00
"15 - Cirele-Miller House Roa 3000.00" 16 = Thatanikae-Yiller House

Road 150.00" 17 - Fort GibbonexsaltagTrail 300.00" . J « Ester-~?ort Gibbon B1ed
Ron 2006 QO

Total ‘35450. 00
Ye will do the best we can for these people as goon as the
weather permits.

3. In regurd to the Prince of “Yales Island Road, we will
put ~5006.00 on this work this season if we possibly can, and
I wish to assure you hat we will use every effort to take care
of this work. ‘Je have made an allotment of 3500.00 for the
project, tut we all know this amount will not aecomplisn very



much. I have arranged with Mr. Weigle te take his Foreman
Swenning about July lst if we can find the funds.

4. I WoQ_hoped to taxs care of this road throu the
Department o law is 80
worded that usp en
a basis whic funds
to be used. olicy of
the Departme Ww Work
unless it ha - dain

another year the
Territorial

5. Allo ed on our
securing the ichardson
has asked fo Will cere
tainly be in

With the young
man a

WilW/GHS

4

Agriculture, but the Territorial Koa
they are not permitted to cooperate with
h Will permit the Office of Public
rn

gal
on to this complication,/the p

nt of\Agriculture is not to start/any ne

ad

tuationhelpful bearing on the war
we hope\the law will be changed so that
Road vomm’ssion can join for with
f our tentative allotments/are condition
$100,000. adpropriation nic General

r. If we sho
bad shape fin

d happen
clally,

miss this we

best wishes te urs Mrs. Sulzer and

Res fully yours,

Captyin,Engrs.,U.5.R.
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SIXTY-FLFTH Concress. ( . —_f

JOH A. MOON, TENN, CHAIRMAN, .

:

THOMAS M. BELL, GA, HALVOR STEENERSON, MINN, :

WILLIAM E. COX, IND, MARTIN B, MAODEN, ILL,
ARTHUR 8B. ROUSE, KY. WILLIAM W. GRIEST, PA,
FRED L. BLACKMON, ALA. {RA C. COPLEY, ILL, C 4

brEDWARD E.HOLLaNor wh: WANLES WAMICTON, He untttitier on the Post Office and Post RoadsOARIEL J. GRIFFIN, N.Y. CALVIN DEWITT PAIOE, MASS,
,

PETER F, TAQUE, MASS, HARRY C. WOODYARD, W. VA, f Re ta YW
EUGENE BLACK, TEX. ©. WILLIAM RAMSEYER, [OWA Bonse n TIVE SPI tives, Tni ate.WILLIAM A, AYRES, KANS, ROBERT 0. HEATON, PA,

,
vited

St a,
CHARLES H. RANDALL, CAL. CHARLES A. SULZER, ALASKA
BRUGE F, STERLING, PA.

,

Mashingion, B.C.ISHAM P. BYROM, CLERK,
CHARLES E. BRUCE, ASST. CLERK,

March 12, 1918
CAS/RH

Alaska Road Commission,

My dea Capt. Waugh:
%

I am in receipt of a letter from Mr. Joseph
Romaker of Virele, Alaska, stating that the conditions

areverysevere\in traveling up and wn the Yukon from

dagle to fort Gibbon and urging at the government make

improvements on t roads along this mailtrails ana

route.

If there i! *#thing you can do in this connec-

tion I feel it would preat benefit to the interioro

country.

OL

May £ giso call. your attention to the necessity
of improving ,. on Prince of Whales Island and I hope

some satisfac}Yory arrangeme been worked out whereby
%

this rod mg be put in pror dition.

/ vith kind persone
J

success, believe me,

rds and wishing you every

2 NSincerely yours},

a, “ gens
Delegate from salaska.

road

nt has

er con

re
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| WkBOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FoR ALASKA
VALDEZ,

Fairbanks, Alaeia, Mareh 24th., 1916.

From: R. J. Sommere, Superintendent.
To: J,C,Menaffey, Engineer Offieerof the Board.

Subject: Petition for road work at Ameriean.

wor

1. Inelosed herewith is a petition from the Citizens of
American Creek Mining Distriet for the improvement of the road
from Ameriean Creek\to Fish Laxe Landing, a dietanece of about Xythree and one half miles. This road is a portion of route 5. NY

_
Ameriean Creek is a small mining eamp and produces approximately
$60, 000, annually. Alli freight for,this camp during summer season _
‘comes by way of Fieh La'‘ke Landing,” which is the head of light {tenavigation. I am informed that light draught gasoline launcees
bring from 5 to 10 ton barges to this landing and from thenee
the freight is transported:

by
Wagons to Ameriean Creek.

2. In view of theAfact that this road ie a part of route
5, I recommend and request authority to spend from three to five
hundred dollare of the yearly allotment of route 5, for summer
improvements of this portion af the route. ,

?. as '

2an 4 s rintendent.

by
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WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Re dutnerte,
soeare, EIDE»
Sear Shee

You apy baraty oppolated lenpectar for the Alenka Aaa
Comsludhon, te eorvs without compogeation. You v$22 arrangeto
hme, at ba eerily date, an insguetion of the Alasian Bond Cac

eiga trail

You will agply to Ure Jaton Zide 5¢ Gewsrd for the |

maccsiery dog team, nusher, ant aequigennt raguirsd for the trige -

Se will alee supply you wlth the agaueuary transegartetionto ond
fra Towing, and the necessary food euplice.

. open seuphotion of tiis wip af
inspection you Will.

& report te Sie superintendentof the Jouthnestern
District, amhorage.e Thie vapors should fellow tha form of Use
Mismogrenbed cieoular Istter, entedway 20, 1287, fron the

duneat offlee, &
couy of which ie inslosed Morocith.

b-
lh
/e

Yery truly

Das/epe* |

De Be
atau

ERC Box 65480

FES 18 iscya

ALARA Badd
ALASKA

Bi
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oSWAR DEPARTMENT We
BOARD OF ROD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA Fen
Korn x

a

December 1924,

Subject: Kenai-Russian River Trail, Route 55. vee te Cog Joi BY A

To; Major Lunsford BE. Oliver, Engr. Officer,
yvuneau, Alaska.

1. The winter work on the aktove route has now
been completed, and the funds are exheusted. This
work congistedof cutting 73 miles of winter trail
8 feet wide from Mile 19,(from Kenai), where the first
relief cabin is situated to Mile 264 at upper Moose
River. The trail over this distance formerly followed
the course of Moose River on the ice; tke upper
end of this stream hed occasionsl air holes in the
ice and the entire stream was subject to serious
overflow at any time. The new trail crosses the stream
on « 24 foot mud sill bridge with 6 eight inch peeled
stringers, which was #lso tuilt from these funds, and
Keeps the right limit of the stream to tne point
where it connects with the old trail.

2. This 7+ miles of trail, including the bridge,
was done at a cost of $ 674.50, including all over-
head, or $ 89.94 per mile. —

3. The next step in the improvement of this route
is the changing of the trail between Miles 50 and 53¢
where the trail crosses seven lakes, several of which
have very steep banks. Most of this 24 miles requires
grading. It is estimated that this work can te done
for a maximum of $ 2500; that is, make 2 good pack or
double ender trail with a11, clearing 8 feet wide and
necessary greding six feet wide. :

4. Another improvement in this district which the
Alaska Road Commission, thru me, has teen esked to make
is the construction of a pack and doutle ender trail
from Mile 55, Route $5, to the east end of Skilak Lake,
a distance of 6% miles, rough estimated cost $ 2500.
Tho there is no tonnage coming out of this secticn, there
wre several people living on the lake, and the trail if
constructed would te used by them, by prospectors and
ky numerous hunting parties which go into that section:
annually.

Yo

t
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tawley STE ting,



KARL. THEILE
EX-OFICIO SECRETARY

OF ALASKA

From:

Subject:

relative

Board of

D! ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
FOR THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

April 30, 1924.

Col. James J, Steese,

Territorial Board of Road Commissioners,

Kenaij=Russian River Trail
ub

a4?
?

Referring to your letter of apri1(28}i924
to the Kenai-Russian River Trail, the Territorial

Road Commissioners, at its meeting held April 29, 1924,

agreed to take no action regarding allotment of funds for this

project until Mr. Sommers, its engineer, make a personal examina-

tion.

Yours very truly,

Sg£8Sow@seroeal beeaov

Secretary, territorial Board of
Rosd Commissioners

—

To:

—
ph

e e/

ALASKA ROAD COMMIGSIGN

JUNEAU ALASKA

MAY 1 1924

FILE os



April 24, 1924

Territorial Board of Road Commissioners
Juneaug,. Alaska

Subject: fMenal-Russtan River Trail.
Gentlemen:

Receipt is acknowledged
of your letter of the 12th 3ultimo enclosing a létter fromSenator Be. 5. Chamberlin to Governor ™~

Bone, dated February 16, 1924, ond letter of petition from Ge We
Palmey and residents of Xenai to Senator Chanberlin, dated

January31, 19240
During the past winter the Alaska Road Commission per~_

formed substantial work upon thia trail as follows:

& Two new shelter cabins at Mile 19 and “lle 37 respectively,
from Kenai.

be One old cabin at Mile 46 repaired.
. OO 18 miles

new
trail out, average width 9 ft.

ae 27 miles ola trail widened, average 5 tte
Of the above work the Territory was charged with 2750.00

for ‘the shelter cabins, and tha Divisional Chairman was charged j359.25
for the trail work. Up to March 31, 1924, the Alaska Road Commission
had paid bills on aocount of this wort aggregating $5,240«96. Additional
vouchers then in trensit aggrogata $2,272.37.

his trail is now in good condition except for the followings

a. Grading sidehill for double ender, Miles 47 - 50, (4 miles)
6 ft. wide.

b. Grading pitches in and out of several lakes.

G- Cutting new trall adven miles long to avoid overflaws on “loose
Creek.

The grading should be done this summer season, 1924, and the other work
should be done next wintoar.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Anchorage, Alaska.
February 13, 1924.

SURJECT: Kenai-Russian River trail.
TO: Mr. Ike P. Taylor, Asst. Engr,Jvuneau, Alas...Be

‘il. work on this trail being completed I have the
following information to offer for the annual report after
making a trip over the route,

a- Two new shelter cabins, each 14 by 16, log
and covered with poles dirt andcorrugated
iron; one door , two windows, sheet iron
stove with 5 joints pipe in each; the first
at Mile 19 from Kenai and the second at Mile
37 from Kenai.

b= One old cabin at Mile 46,( privately owned“ -
prospectors cabin; pral permission granted
to use as shelter cabin), braced, chinked,
new sheet iron stove and 5” joints pipe pusin , and roofed with corrugated iron.
18 miles new ‘trail cut, averege width 9 feet.

d- 27 old trail widenedan average of 5 feet.
2. This trail is now in good conditionexcept for three

very steep, short pitches getting into and out of lakes which
need grading, and four miles, ( Miles 47 to 50 inclusive)
which was located on sidehill with the intention of grading
but which has never teen graded; estimated cost this work
$ 2000. I will say, however, that this trail is rarely used
by anyone except the mail carrier, who makes only four round
trips KXMHK during the winter, and for the present I would
not recommend that the work be done.

3. For the above work $ 750 was ablotged to build the =
cabins and & 5000 alloted for the trail, all of which was
used. The total

amount
charged to this work, including office

overhead, is $
7013-3 Yours very +t rulyv

Hawley W Sten in te.



WAR DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE

JUNEAU, ALASKA
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEF JR
KARL THEILE
EX-OFFICIO SECRETARY

. OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OF ALASKA

FOR THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

March 12, 1924.

Boarg of Road Commissioners for Alaska,

Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:

This Board is in receipt of letters relative to

the need for continuing the work on the Kenai road between

the town of Kenai on Cook's Inlet and Copper Creek on the

Kenai River. .

Wi11 you kindly advise the Territorial Board

what amount of money would be required to complete this road

and whether or not you would be willing to cooperate with the

Territory, and to what extent.

Yours very truly,

AL LO

ska
waeL, Ae

Encl.
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CHAMBERLIN aay YS man
Third Divisin ~ ‘ + ar + Sa aentne GAME AN!
Seward, Alaska Alaska Cerritorial Legislature AGRICULTURE

Senate Chamber eon 2 1 1924
Suneau, Alaska GRNGR'S OFFICEa

q

x ¥ . a 7 a 7h ASevard, Ala Feorvary 16, 1924

Seott sCNne

Ju

imnelosed you will find a vetition ani letter in
reference to the continuance ctf the ~ork on the Yanai road
betraen the tom™m Kenai on Cook's inlet ant Cooper Creek
cn the “anai river. . io

During the vast year an aoprovriation was made by
the Alagxa zoad Commission and L belisve joined in bz the
Territory as 2 joint oroject in buildings shelters esvins ane
cutting out 2 vosd for winter traffie in order to
the delivery of mail and also to give relief to the citizens
f Kenai, one of the oldest eommnunities in this vart of Alaska

wAo neve had no road out in the winter-time.

The Alaska toad Conmissicn has just completed the ex-
penditure of their aonrovriation ani nave mde socd headway but
did not have mone; enough to comslste the work. I know of no
road preject in Alaska that will be of so much denefit to the
peonle as the Puree

ry continuance of wors on this road. There
are unwards of ‘QO people in xenai section which this project

benefit. They have been enieavorings for years to get
2 road and last year I vas abis te intersst the Alasxa Road
Commission and the lerritori2l Board in the »roject. when the
Territorial funds are made uo For this year IL hovre an apnnronria-
tion will ba mede to eentinue this ork.

@he starr vill be in tonight ans if there is time 1
am acseeting to see Aarl Yheile enroute te Juneau.

TO

nel,

aptopee nA tomeCy i joagns oe 1 Senator Third
\

-

4i ita tet +
\
5 wth
&

O Age



G.W.PALMER

KBNAI Alaska,Jan, 31st, 1924
Hon, Al, Chamberlain

SEWARD Alaska.
Car cir

Petition is enclosed for appropriation on the

KENAI « SEWARD road.

You was kind enough to set this matter started

last winter:will You kindly continue the good work.

. Considerable work has been done this winter,
but the appropriation has been used up and work has just
been discontinued.

Thanking You in advance, I am

oy Very Truly Yours.ON 2



KENAI Alaska,January 2ist,1924
TQ WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

We the undersigned,residents of

CENAI Alaska,petition for an appropriation for work on

the road, between KENAI and SEWARD: some work has been done on

this road,the present winter and to make the work already
-done,of much value,it must be continued.

TA

lat Bassani
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EXAXILEAKITAN
Anchorage, Alaska,

.Decémber 14, 1923.

Mr, Hee . Sterling, ye
Superintendent, 4A.R.d.,

Ancho rage, Alaska.

Dear Sir:

Reference your letter December 12th, additional allotment for

Kenai~Russien River ‘trail, you sre edvisad that no possibility oxi sts

for exteming the praesent allotment in socoordsnecs with your letter.
Oarry

out action to keep the experd itures within the amount noted.
|

Sahar Rn eee
Yours truly,

ix fie we
a

iu ALAGEA

Bs ELS §

EngAneorOftt oer°
- FILEooce

\



SUEJECT:

TO;

WAR DEPARTMENT Lg lakBOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA ASE 134
.

JUNEAU, ALASKA EY

Anchorage, Alaska. -
December 12, 1923.

Allotment Kenai-RKussian River Trail.

Major John C. Gotwals, Engineer Officer,
Anchorage, Alaska.

1. Allotment 3527, $ 5000, according to the present rate
of progress will te sufficient only to complete approximately
two thirds of the work on the above project. % 2000 additional
is hereby requested. On the next mail leaving for Kenai it
is necessary to notify the foreman to either be back in
Anchorage by January 3lst or that sufficient additional money_has been alloted to work until the 29th of Fehruary.

Yours very t ly,

terlingHawle We Supt.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA
DISTRICT OFFICE

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Avril 14,1923

REPORT ON WINTER SLED ROAD BETWEEN NENANA AND TANANA

Major D.H.Gillette,
Engineer Officer,A.R.C.,
Juneau, Alaska, “

Dear Sir:

Following is a report of conditions on the sled road from
Nenana to Tanana in accordance with instructions issued to superin-
tendants May 20,1927.

l--Length of road:

This road has veen accurately chained and mile posts put up from
Nenana to Tanana and the distance was found to be 138.05 miles from the’
Post Uffice at Nenana to the old Army Post at Ft.Gibbon,(Tenana). This
mail route takes in all of Route 5B (Nenana~Campovells) and the portion
of Route 5A (Dunbar-Ft.Gibbon) from Campbells to Ft.Gibbon. The mileage
runs continuously from Nenana to Ft.Gibbon. Campbells is at Mile 16.5
on the Dunbar-Ft.Gibbon road. b-

th fe
l

eu~=Distances between shelter cabins or other shelter:

Mile O0-— Nenana RPESEXEEZZXEEX Cooney Hotel & Dog
Kennels

, several
independant restaurants.

19 miles
# 19-. Old Minto Tel.Station{abandoned) Road house

11.37 miles
" 30.37--John Campbell!

s Roadhouse ,store ,stable % kennels.
20, 13.—=C«*S

" 50,.50L<ida Martins Roadhouse,store,stables & kennels
18.10 miles

" 68.60--Dugzan Creek Roadhouse ,barn & kennels
10.90 miles

" 79.50-~Hot Springs,Hotel & kennels,also Post Office & Radio Sta.
5.65 miles" 35.15-~ Mouth Slough,Roadhouse & Barn

,

10.95 miles
" 95. 20--Toodchonper ,Store ,P.0.,Stable & Kennels.

10.80 miles
"106--FishLatee »Roadhouse ,stable & kennels

10.00 miles
"116-- Long Lake ,Roadhouse ,stable ,& kennels

14.75 miles
5 Roadhouse ,store, .0.,Radio Sta. ,oarns & ken

oa
a



-2- Wenana-Tanana,Co.

3-—-General ruling grade

Tis question may better be answered by dividing road into sections.

Section from Nenana to Tolovana,Mile O to Milepo 5. 1
Ruling Grade is level, Slough crossings 7%

Section from Tolovana to Dugean Creek ,Mile 50.5 to Mile 68.60. 2
Ruling Grade 6%

Section from Duggan Creek to Mouth of
Slough,

Mile 68.60 to $5.15 3
Ruling Grade level,Slough Crossings 7%

Section from Mouth of Slough to oodchonver ,ifile 85.15 to
2-95

«20 Y
Ruling Grade 8%.

Section from ‘loodchopper to Long Lake,Mile 95.20 to 116 5
Ruling grade 6%

Section from Long Lake to Tanana,Mile 115 to Mile 131.05 6
Ruling Grade is level,Slough & river crossings 7%

Y_.Maximun grade encountered and length.

Section 1:
Six slouch crossings with a max grade of 15% for 100tor 1200!

Section 2:
LOOT of 20% and 200! of 15%,311 stream and slough crossings.

Section 3:
200! of 15% and 200! of 13%crossing Duggan Creek.

Section 4s:
Hot Syrings Hill,1.2 miles plus 10% ,1000tof nlus 15%,4000!
minus 123 and 1000! of minus 18%

Section 5;
Loot of 15%

Section 6: ‘

hoo' of 15%,200! of 20% crossing Yukon

5--iiaximun Load that can be hauled with a 2 horse team.

One ton is a good load to take right through although it
would be more advantageous to take two sleds with a ton load
on each and relay where necessary.

6-~Can relocation be made to reduce or avoid the above maximum grade and
reduce it to a general ruling grade question If so how and what cost:

Section ls
By lengthening runways to sloushs,estimated cost $2500

Section 2
Lengthening runways to creeks & sloughs,estimated cost $1000

Section 3
Lengthening Runways to creeks & sloughs ,estimated cost $1300

Section 4

Relocating about 6 miles of sidehill road ,increasing distance
about 35 miles. This would practically all be ona slope
ging from 10 to 4oO degrees ,character of ground is mostly
earth & gravel,clearing would be medium heavy. Estimated cost
313,900 to srade a road avout 10! wide. This would be an
improvement on the Hot Snrings- Sullivan wagon road.



~
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i ~3- Wenena-Tanana,Cont ied

Section 5
Lengthening runways ,Zstimated cost $1200

Section 6
Lengthening runways ,Estimated cost $1700

7--Any new bridges required question
e

g__Any nex bridges require renewal question
Yes

9--Is grading of steeo anproaches needed at streams not reauiring bridges
This work has been adequately taken care of to meet present

conditions.As stated above grades could be lessened km if longer
evoroacnes were made. However one new anproach will be necessary
this year at Mile 33,others need cleaning out periodically.This
has been arranged estimated cost for season $100.

10.~Tf bridges required,state type and syan,distance to nearest suitable
timbers ,and estimated cost of bridge.
A replacement is needed at once at American Creek,Mile 102.15.

bridge has been in place 1l years and timbers were small and
unpeeled.This consists of one 24! span and 15! of ayoroach on each
end,all on frame dents. Nearest available timber about 4 miles.
Estimated cost $175.00.

The following other bridges will need replacement inside of 4.

-

years:
Smoky Creek ,Mile 61.20,85!' pile trestle,Zstimated cost $1000
Woodchooner Creek,Mile 95.15,20! crib abuts. " " 125
Boulder Creek " 109.75, 348" " . 300
There are 4 bridges within the original city limits of Tanana

that are in very poor condition. These were maintained by the
city of Tannnma until the time of its dis-incorporation in 1927.

One of these bridges can be repaired to last another 4 yrs.
at an estimated cost of $400 . The others could be filled and
culverts installed at an estimated cost of $1200. This work is
not absolutely necessary as 2nd street could be used in an emer.
gency ,There is only one bridge on this street and that is in good
condition.

4 160' susyension bridge for single horses and double enders
was reconmended for Duggan Creek ,Mile 68.6 ,withrtuttoparticutarexx
aremmmanindxbyrexiakatimxerereertet in a letter dated Feb.13
1927 ,containing full particulars and accompanied by a sketch. This
stream opens early and freezes late and has to be crossed in boats
during that yeriod. It is still considered a worthy project by mail
carriers.

1ll--Does road drift or glacier badly in any vlaces question If so can
relocation be made to avoid question

It can be safely said that 50% of this road is subject to ari:
drift with little chance to improve by relocation. There is one
bad glacier at Mile &5.30 that is taken care of by a high bridge.

12-~Is route located on stream or lake auestion If so is such location
objectional and can it be avoided question



13-~Are

Wenana-Tanana, Con. .nued

About 15 miles of this road is located on lekes,sloughs and streams.
Wherever necessary alternate land routes are provided for use when water
is not frozen.
there niggerheads,rocks ,stums,brush ete. which require removal questio
These conditions have been fairlywell taken care of. Any improvement

would be of little value to present needs.
14-'That is condition of shelter cabins and stoves question

15--Ie
No shelter cebins,road adequately served by roadhouses.

additional shelter cabins needed give location and estimate of cost
None needed as lonf as roadhouses are kent open and this condition i

likely to prevail fare for some time to come.
16--hat is character and amount of traffic on this route question

17-~Can

antire route is used principally as a trunk mail line from Nenana
to points along the Tanana and voints on the Yukon below Tanana and to
the Seward Peninsula. Un to now horses have been used to carry mail,
a load of 1200 leaving Nenana bi-weekly. It is contemplated to use xitzh
light catervillars on the portion of this run from Nenana to Tolovana
next season, If this is done it will be in the nature of an experiment,
as it is doubtful if the amount of tonnage to haul will justify their
use. The dAinerican Creek Dredging Co. have made several trips over
the road from Nenana to American Creek. This was emergency work,The
company having failed to land the supplies necessary at Hot Svrings
by boat. There is a considerable amount of dog team travel on this
road ,practically all being of a passenger nature. This is growing less
on account of airplane travel. Short portions of this road are used
here and there for wood hauling and hauling suoplies from points on
‘the Tanana where they have been landed by boat.
this route be used at all as a summer route,either as a wagon road
or trail,and if so is it so used question

Only portions are thus used or could be used.
As follows:

Mile 88.15 to 89.10 Is a good wagon road excent for heavy #rades.
Is part of the Hot Syrings-Sullivan Creek Road Route 22. and is
used considerably to haul freight from Mouth of Slough to Tofty
and Woodchoover.

Mile 104.75 to 127.10,could be used for light traffic with wagon
but is scarcely used of late years.

Wile 123.50 to 131.10 is used as a wagon road and could be used
for light motot traffic.

Resvectfully submitted

H.G.Haslem
Asst.Sunt.



WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

BREA XALBSORKAnchorage, Alaska,
Mar. 19, 1923.

Subject: Russian RivereKenai Reconnaissance.
. rn enenl

To: Engineer Officer of the Board.

1. The reconnaisssance was made during the month
of March, 1923. Fifteen days time.required from March lst
to 15th inclusive. Employed one man as guide, also one
dog team consisting of three dogs and one light sled. Small
amount of provisions was also purchased and used on the
trip. ;

Made the trip in four days each way actual
traveling time from Moose Pass to Kenai and from Kenai re-
turning to Moose Pass. Two days snow shoeing was required
on each way of the trip, this being due to a very heavy
snow storm and winds.

Snow conditions from Moose Pass Station, U. S.
Railroad to Kenai. The snow at Moose Pass is approximately
four feet deep, The snow down along Kenai Lake and the
upper Kenai River is one foot six inches deep. Then as
we approached Kenai town the snow was geeper measuring
about four feet on an average. The winter 1922-1923 has ¥>been one of much snow fall in the vicinity of Kenai. The \
average snow fall this section of the country is twelve
to fourteen inches. QSSeven days were spent making side trips from the
main ling of travel, ‘The present line of travel in many
sections of the trail should be changed to a new location
in the timber rather than to be located on the sloughs, ..,
creeks, rivers and lakes, which are late to freezeup
and often early to open up in the spring; also requiring
every one who travels to break trail every trip they make.
through the open country. 4

There is very little cut ting or marking of trail
to guide the travelers and during a snow or wind storm it
‘is very dangerous to travel. The trail can be shortened.
The approximate distance as now traveled estimated to be
one hundred five miles, also estimated the route can be
shortened approximately twenty miles thus:making the entire
distance from Moose Pass to Kenai approximately eight five
miles and under favorable conditions the trip could be
made in three days travel.

There are several cabins along the trail that
can be used for shelter, also along the central part of

Fee Box 654480



part of the trail the mail carrier erected two shelter tents
12' X 12' and provided them with stoves. This is done each
winter and provides very good shelter for the general travel,
however there should be erected several log shelter cabins,
about fourteen by twelve feet with one door and one window
and a pole roof covered with twelve finch layer of moss and
then covered with corrugated iron.

Eeginning at Moose Pass or mile one of the Moose
Pass-Sunrise trail which begins at Mile twenty nine U. S.
Railroad, kinroute for Kenai the travel is upon a lightly
constructed wagon road to Mile eight and one half where
the travel turns out te the left across a small lake, call-
ed Mud Lake, then the travel continues down a small creek
in a canyon, which is called bear Creek, then from Eear
Creek the travel continues down a much larger creek valley
called Quartz Creek. After traveling down Quartz Creek Valley
the trail then crosses the lower end of Kenai Lake. The
trail whi¢h is traveled from where it turns out of the Moose
Pass-Sunrise Road at Mile eight and one half to the lower
end of Kenai Lake is seven and one half miles and has
meverr been cut out for a dog team, only as the travelers
themselves have been forced from time to time to cut away
a wind fall tree or occasionally a drooping willow or
alder that would catch the sled or load thereon.

This section of the trail should be cut out for
dog teams and double enders, the brush and trees are
quiet thick and some places heavy timber is to be encoun-
tered. Estimate the cost cutting this section of seven
and one half miles trail $450.00. Six small bridges at
fifty dollars each, three hundred dollars. Total cost
$750.00.

Shelter cabins on this section, There is a home-
steader at the junction of the Moose Pass-Sunrise wagon
road where travelers are welcome to stop, also about four
miles up Quartz Creek from Kenai Lake there is a log cabin
approximately 12" X 16' equiped with stove and etc. The
cabin is in first class condition.

The usual travel goes from mile 23 U S. Railroad,
or Roosevelt over the ice down Kenai Lake to the lower end,
undernvarying conditions, There are some years the Kenai Lake
does not freeze safe to travel on, also the lake is very
late to freeze up. For the above mentioned conditions the
trail should go by the way of Moose Pass, therefor assur-
ing early and late travel with safety each year.

The Bureau of Public Roads have made a survey for
a wagon road from Mile 8} on the Moose Pass wagon road
to the lower end of Kenai Lake, however there has been
nothing further done to relieve conditions this section |

of the trail, had the money which was expended for mak-
ing the wagon road survey been expended on the winter
sled road this section the situation would have been

/

60



3.

much relieved, also the wagon road survey could have been
made later, during the summer months the Kenai Lake affords
excellent water transportation to and from the lower engof the lake to the railroad and connects at Mile 23. There-
for the sled trail is much more in need than the wagon road
at present.

Here at the lower end of the Kenai Lake the wagon
road survey crosses the lake and continues down the south
side of the river, for several conditions the survey for
the wagon road should have continued down the north side of
the Kenai River, and not crossed at the lower end of Kenai
Lake.

From the lower end of Kenai Lake on the north bank
near Quartz Creek mouth, the winter trail crosses Kenai Lake
and continues down the south bank ardistance of about three
miles to the lower landing station, where Louis Hell and a
Mr. Fuller each have a large comfortable well constructed
cabin, also some outhouses for dog shelter; and who are
always willing to accommodate travelers. Then about one
and one half miles below Mr. Bell's place there’ are three
other cabins where travelers can also stop. From this lower
landing the Bureau of Public Roads have constructed a light
wagon road for a distance of approximately 54 miles along
the south bank of the Upper Kenai River, Then crossing the
river near Schooner Bend, this crossing consists three
‘seventy foot pony Howe Truses constructed of native timber
also one hundred feet of trestle approach, pile driven
bents, width of bridge twelve feet. This structure was _erected in the fall and winter 1920. Then the lightly con-
structed wagon road continues down the north side of the
upper Kenai River for a distance of approximately two miles.
From the end of the graded wagon road asmarrow right of way
has been cut along the foot hills and a very narrow trail
graded along the steep banks and holding to the bench
flats where ever possible, for a distance of four miles.

At this point the trail turns north and leaves
the river and follows up a small creek then through a low
pass on to a deep lake about one mile long and three eights
mile wide. From where the trail heaves the Kenai River
and continuing up the small creek to the lake a distance of
four miles the right of way has been cleared and not graded
this section should be graded as it is very difficult to
travel along a hillside early in the fall of the year and
novwsnow for the sled to run on also to keep the same from
turning over. There are several very narrow places of the
grade section along the Kenai River bank on the north dide.
Then after arriving at the north end of the lake in the
low passwwhere the mail carrier has a shelter tent erected,
and makes this his headquarters for one of the daily runs
on his trip each way.

Estimated cost of repairs and reconstruction this
trail section from the lading on lower Kenai Lake to the



4.

shelter tentiin the low pass whiéh is a distance of approxi-
mately fifteen miles. Four miles of widening the grade
for sleds at. some of the narrow points. Estimates $300.00
per mile making total cost widening the trail $1,200.00.-
Estimate grading hillside for sled road at for sled road
at $500.00 per miles will make a total $2,000.00 for grad-
ing this section.

Then from the tent in the low pass on toeKenai a
distance by way of the present trail approximately seventy
miles continues through a low swamp, and lake country. This
section of the trail should be relocated through the timber
section, and well cut out and tripoded where same is laid
out sloughs or lakes. Some ten or twelve miles of
this trail follows down Moose River which is a winding
sluggish stream and does not freeze up very solid also
over flows and causes much trouble, The entire trail canc
be well located in the timber. Estimated cost of cutting
this section of the trail for dog sleds at sixty dollars
per mile and seventy miles to be cut out would equal
$4,200.00 total cost including all necessary small bridges.

There should be three new shelter cabins constructed
between Moose River and Upper Kenai River, estimate cost
of the cabins $250.00 each, making a total cost $750.00

Estimated cost of repairs and construction of winter
sled trail from Moose Pass Station at Mile 29 U. S. Railroad
through to Kenai which would be for the use of dog teams,
also horses and double enders could be used on this trail
from time to time as such should be rquired, the amount would
be $8,900.00 to be expended as reported herein.

The work from Moose Pass Station to where the trail
leaves the upper Kenai River is included in the Bureau of
Public Roads district. Should any work be considered the sec-
tion between Moose Pass road and Kenai Lake is mast needed
and should be cut out first, then the next section of this
trail should be the first seventy miles out of Kenai Station
also, three shelter cabins. Then last of all the central
part of the trail and road along the upper Kenai River.

, Should ak any time a wagon road be considered the same
should be constructed along the north side of the upper Kenai
River down to Skilak Lake then along the north side of
Skilak Lake to the Lower Kenai River to the mouth of of Moose
River, and a one hundred fifty foot suspension type bridge
should ke used. Then the road should leave the Lower Kenai
River and take a direct course fof Kenai Station.

The country through this section is ideal for wagon
road construction, Most of the country is dry gravel benches
with some small out croppings solid rock of which is mostly
composed of slate. Estimate the cost constructing wagon road
through this section to cost from seven to ten thousand dollars
per mile. Plenty timber available for all small bridges, as
there would not many be required.
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Under present conditions there has been but very little
work done on the last seventy miles of trail out of Kenai,
should this trail be cut out for travel, eliminating many
short unnecessary crooks and turns which have been created by
driving through the timber dodging trees to eliminate cut-
ting as much as possible.

Should a good trail be cut out , two round trips
per month could be made as easily and cheap as under present
conditioisg andionly making one round trip per month. The
mail contractor has contracted all mail offered, one trip
per month. Heretofor the amount of mail has never exceeded
four hundred pounds, sometimes only one hundred fifty pounds
received. The last trip or March trip the mail carrier
received seven hundred eighty pounds mail mostly parcel post,,
The trail being so crooked and narrow, the longest he can
-use is a ten foot long sled and is very difficult to handle,
also four hundred pounds is about the limit for the sled in
weight. Therefor the mail carrier was compelled to relay his
mail and it will take him about twenty days to make the
round trip and.will also be about ten days late with the
mail arriving at Kenai. The mail offered each year is increas-
ing very rapidly.

The school at Kenai has eighty seven pupils enrolled.
Three teachers employed. One church and two stores, also a
U. S. Commissioner's precinct. Two fish cannerys, One owned
by the Northwest Fisheries and the other by the Ldbby-MeNedtics
Company. Roth cannerys to be operated season

19231 Current
‘report.

Much fur is produced from traping wild fur bearing
animals also from fur farms which are becoming very numerous,
Reported six new fox farms to start this season. The winter
population of Kenai is estimated at five hundred most of
whom are Russians and native indians. There being doctor
in Kenai all persons seeking medical aid have to be hauled
out on dog sleds or take chances and wait over until navi-
gation opens so they can be removed by boat to Anchorage or
elsewhere.

A trail. should be cut from Kenai to the Coal Bay of
Homer Post Office, Kachemack Eay, which is a distance of ap-
proximately seventy miles. This would permit coast wise winter
travel also give excess to the many fox farmers and few ranchers
living along the coast. This entire section of the countryis much in need of trails.

Should this trail and road to the Lower Kenai or
Skilak be constructed and repaired it would not only afford
much better travel for the Kenai vicinity, also would help to
open up one of the best game and scenic sections of Alaska.

This is one of the best and largest moose pastures
in Alaska, also the brown and black bear are numerous. This
section affords on of the best hunting grounds in Alaska, both



6.

for local people and the trophy hunters who come to Alaska
and hunt with guides. There are many sections of land in
the Kenai Valley where settlers can take up homesteads. Roads
and trails would greatly improve this condition.

2. The following is a summary of the estimated cost
of improvements and repairs, advised to be made on this
project, season 1923.

Moose Passe Kenai Winter Trail.
7% Miles Cutting Trail @ 60.00 450.00°, &
4 " Widening Grade 300.00 1,200.00:
4 " Hillside Grade 500.00 2,000.00
70 " Cutting Sled Trail 60.00 4,200.00 A ugh)
6 Bridges Small Log 50.00 300.00 F

YY, Ww
3 @abins New Shelter 250.00 750.00 aR

Total Amount Estimated $ 8,900.00

3. Expenses on the Russian River-Kenai Reconnaissance
were as follows;

15 days hire one man with sled and equipment at
10.00 per day 150.00
Provisions and supplies 16.85
Dog Fish, 60 pounds @ .20 * 22.00
One pair snow shoes 11.55Total Expense $ 190.40
4, Enclosed herewith are two maps showing the present

and proposed hoeattan of trail from Moose Pass to Kenai.
Black lines show present line of travel, while red lines show
proposed new or relocation of trails or roads on both maps.

Map number one is a geological map showing moun-
tainous, and soil regions; while map number two is a forestry
map and shows the forest reserve area in solid color of light
green, in this area the Bureau of Public Roads have charge
of the trail and road construction. The areas shown by olive
green hatchuer lines are those which are open and controlled
only by Territorial and Federal Laws other than bureaus, In
these areas the road and trail work is in charge of the Alaska
Road Commission. The orange colored areas are official
withdrawals for military and war purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

MU foukeng
Walter W. Lukens,
Acting Supt.



feteYLSHSstoop/d



J.FASALprps/ryer

Kite

42400925-42aalsd



!

t
i

i‘
i

fW PADISHO.(hohemycutBswears
Hen
He

of FeiveF

¢

-On Kenat WinterTrail.
‘ . owe



“4

i

. }

{

|

‘

!

. i

. .
”

|

i

|

t

t

.
~Frat le. EL acca +



P Wesf “TowardSs Arena. ae



411'

SSR CREE yO aeab ay -
pee Fee motAE é J ee : - = ;ise: Nw

’ SOM gp ae
obit be

SE NS i - Weg iBLO at te é

EE Ee he CT ang aE bee 1 th,
bi

ois
*

SS. eT aay 646
at gle . ; -

;

* pee ie re peer. cite NS a eee
* ee ak Ge EIR oF ee. LS.

~ ea ort coe ee ee tseee eh No See oo
ee DS eerie a SCE LAN A OS ee. Re aeSee ae Pio S NRE ESR 3

Bey 8 ibaa Sate 2 , : pm
on“ot fly ae

fo geet ey oe : a aypelted she hoa op . engh foc.
Ve ee ‘ BER MOU alia Se a ee, Pees ad im OL me

Fon eben
asl On Lowlands, STeusel TrérhCONS uUG



ORhS7¥99VIG

aS
yee



v7 Counterr lewards Kenas:

.

7
«. . ~

# aLes ‘Up WooseArver From Mouth :



+ aoo :
!



ar lLToufh (Vi 0086 Fliver,

AenalFivth



Y
ZS ta eS = Ahi (fea. coe 7)

Di
/ sity ‘

a) Mie De. aS 4
Avanee :

nA
ee oe

aly ZEA
aie
| i i
0

‘i
| : (

|
yyNR

i : i v
|

i ; He
ne Hi

an -

fi
cn

:i
|

me
Ti
ae!

)

it i

fi flee :

iisBe :
iemGat2 \

|Cian)dM Ay Ke CoA aki|:
|

i iy
: i ic BiiaveAni

HI lu
MET

H

i

i
i

il |
i |

|

i‘
: iif

I fCeiHH
Hi

: ‘a: a a

thy
i

Fac bax ESN is

iali
Y

Hi

rH

iLij ;i ii
itaa

:

}i
|

| :
i
i,IGit

“‘
s~

oyie.te,
UI

Ta
Ht

AS
iy

e hs
mni ft

iy
¢ioFiiNyi iifi,ue

fGti aeCaa mm
Ail

yL|a: i
iyce- |

Zz)
|;iM cma‘~~aiaaia A

:i4ce
eh
i.( oh2eeae|aHi

(alte
rlA‘ae



near its m

=

a,
in the spring

h is impassatle.
cost approxe
last spring is

said to ha that no bridge w
would stay y old cables or
wire. The ack horse only.It is acro ar mile 46. It
is only us rom all informa-
tion it is deep, swift,
and bad ba op and build
this bridg austed and as

during ice
It is 12!

the thermo pest to cone
tinue on t ctions to the
contrary. pe sent, the
first of A e or boty of
these brid the weather
condi tions and windy weather
while out so much so that>
we were fo extreme exposure,
put all ar .

Dec 17, 19

outh and a bridge is not neeged except
Jams and then for sometime/this sloug

to 4"! deep about 120' wid and would
The one went outimately $700.0 to build.

ve bee too low, etc, bu is probatle
en anchored t

a bridge for fy

unless well built and
other dge needed
the ou et of above Minto ne

ed one or trips ach season, but
the water isan absolute necess ty

nks to get up ully intended to st
e, tut I knew thag my allotment was ex

low 50°, I thought
dad some verbal instru

meter well
town though
believe tha or three men could

pril with hor Sled and put in on
more ply could do under

then prev ling. had much stormy
and some tremely co on the way in,
reed to the road houses or suffer
rived in good shape an in good health

am very respectful
vohn H. Joslin\ Foreman.

18



iy |

|

|

112)
_|

. i oN r
To the Board FILE yA

uv at - of
We

‘X
X

[-cjs’ ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION.
Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:-
I herewith submit to your honorable body a report

of the work accomplished by me upon the Eagle, Forty-mile, Seventy-
mile, and Fourth of July trails, also a reconnaissance of O'Brien
and Polly creeks, as a possible route for a main trunk road to

Chicken. There is also included a report in detail of the activity
in the districts as requested by your Major Gotwals.

Eagle and Forty-mile roads and trails.

In guly I put.a small crew of men to work upon the winter
reads and pack trails, putting them into good shape for winter

travel. As mueh ground as possible was covered with:the money at

my command. The high water of the spring caused a wash-out in the

canyon leading to Gravel Gulch. A repetition of this could be

avoided by a small amount of maintenance work in the spring dur-

ing the high water. Cutting a channel in the ice would cost but

a few dollars but would save hundreds by avoiding an occurance

of this kind. I would recommend that this be done.

- BRE ROX 65430
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peventy-mile

On my trip to the Seventy-mile I found the trail leading to

Alder Gulch in very bad condition, from Crooked creek up-strean,
but with the money alloted to this district there is now a good
twail leading up-stream to Barney creek. I set aside $100.00 out

of the $1,000.00 alloted for the construction of a foot-bridge
across the Seventy-mile at Nugget Gulch. This bridge is to be put
in this winter, as there is no way of Crossing the river at med-

ium high water. Some parties were held up for two days before they
could cross. The possibility of extending the road to Crooked creek
on the left limit is rather impractical, as there are several

abrupt bluffs which would entail to much expense in getting around

them. There is a good base leading up to the falls upon the right
‘limit of Seventy-mile.

Fourth of July

In July I made an investigation of the trail leading from.
' Fourth of July to Nation. Good work had been done there with the

small amount of money at Mr. Vanderveer's command in 1920. This

‘years work will complete the trail to Nation. This work not only
‘leads to their camp, but is the means of ingress to an extensive

country lying south of Fourth of July creek. The mining operations

on Fourth of July creek will be worked upon a large scale, and a

road is necessary. The base is good and my estimate of construct~

ion will not exceed 5500.00 per mile. It is less than ten miles

to the works. I would recommend that this road be constructed if

oossible in the near future.
- 2 «-



Wade Creek to Walker's Fork and Boundry Line.

In traveling from Wade creek, up Robinson creek, to the ridge

leading to Walkers Fork an easy grade 1s encountered. The road to

Walker's Fork has a very good road-bed, continuing to the boundry

line, and with a small amount of money could be put into good con-

dition. At the time of my visit to Walker's Fork, Mr. Jacobson,
wio is a mining operator in that locality came from Dawson with

a two horse team loaded with 800 lbs. of provisions. He informed

me that the road from the boundry to Dawson was the worst part. It

is about 5 miles from Jacobson's to the boundry following the

right limit of Walker's Fork.

Canyon Creek

Phere is a very good road down Canyon creek following the

right limit slope fora @istance of five miles. From this point
the creek bottom is used during the winter. The freight is brought”

the Forty-mile to the mouth of Canyon, thence up Canyon to Walker's

Fork. There ig-some mining activity on Canyon and Squaw creeks this

season

Canyon to Steel Creek.

Ascending the Steel creek divide from Squaw creek the winter

‘trail is followed down to Steel creek. This is a very bad road

during the winter months for traveling as the grades exceed 15%

and the snow drifts upon the summit are bad. This road also leads

to Wade creek for winter freighting.
- 3-



o'EBrien Creek.

Following up O'Brien creek from the mouth in its entireity
there is a very good road bed part of the way. The present winter
road is, in my estimation, not practical for a permanent road

owlng to the many crossings of the creek requiring too many

bridges. Along the right limit, however, fairly good material
is found until Cohumbia creek is reached, then the present road

could be followed to Liberty.

Reconnaissance of Outlets

fron —~

O'Brien, Polly and Uhler creeksto Chicken.

From the mouth of O'Brien creek the Forty-mile river would

have to be bridged, following up the right Limit to Polly creek,
thence up Polly creek which has an easy grade, possibly a 6%.

Good material is found on the left Limit up to a low divide which

could be followed for a short distance to the head of Uhler creek.

Uhler creek has about the same grade as Polly creek. Going down

Uhler creek to the mouth which is about five miles below Franklin,
another bridge would .be needed, crossing to the left limit of the

Forty-mile river, going up river to Franklin, thence up river

opposite Two-mile creek, onto a good, dry ridge which can be

. followed to Chicken creek.The approach to to this ridge is a little
steep but can be used.



Walker's Fork.
Part of the river is in bad condition due to the fact that

there are numerous large boulders in the river bed. This condition
can be relieved by blasting them out. My recommendation is that
a small allotment be made for this purpose.

Outlet to North Fork of Forty -mile

Mr. McCandless who expected to go over this route with me

was unable to go so this trip was not made. Previously, however,
the road was indicated on the map. This road leads from Eagle to

American creek and thence to the head of Arkansaw creex. From

. this point the old Government trail is followed into and dom

Champion creek to the proposed power site of the McCandless com-
pany on the North Fork of the Forty-mile river. This road would

- also form an outlet to the Charlie river district which is prac-

tically an undeveloved country. Mr. McCandless assured me that if
the assays proved as good as previous ones taken, }200,000 would

be available next season for construction of thbir plant, requir-
ing 209 tons of freight to be handtehkd,This will of course depend

upon the assay returns of the black sand, which Mr. McCandless

promised to let us know. The estimated cost of this road is $10,000

for work on the first 13 miles from Discovery Fork to the head of

Arkansaw creek. This-road is really necessary for the further

‘development of the mining industry of that section and the Charlie

river district.



Lumber
Some investigations have been made in regard to lumber and

it was found that 60 to 70 thousand feet board measure can be se-
cured two miles from Gravel Gulch. With a little grading the main
road can be reached. There is also some good timber on O'Brien
creek and at the mouth of Chicken creek. The round poles used for
bridges and culverts are unsatisfactory, lasting only a year or so,
making it expensive in replacing them each year. Mr. Powers has a
saw mill on O'Brien creek and a recommendation here would be timeky
that some 3" planks be sawed and delivered along the road before
they get bad in the spring. The lumber at Gravel Gulch can be sawed
and hauled in the summer as it is needed.

Freight Rates

ne om ot oe ome me SO Oe Oe ee ee ee eee mee ee ee ee ee ee es ee

_ Present summer rates. * Winter rates * These rates are
+ * freighter's esti-
% * with a trunk road
* * to Chicken.

; * * .

From Eagle to % i
Gravel Gulch . 2 er 1b.* er lb. * 1 er lb.
Liberty a DE tt % BP og pS tt ¥ a pe if]

Dome Creek log " NM & 3¢ # 3gSteel creek 15¢ 't u x 3-1/2¢ tt "
*% 4g " n

Wade creek 20g " " & 5¢ ou

Franklin & Chicken 25¢ " ." *% 5-1fag ." " # 8-1f2ag " "
Up river to N. Fork --------- " 4-1fag " -
Above Walker's Fork --------- x 6¢
Napoleon Creek # 5-1/2g "

1% per lo. added for perishables #
on ee eee mes ae me me eee ee oe es BE ae ae we ee ae oe tae we FY ee me eee ae we

Note:
Freighting up Forty-mile costs 16¢ to Chicken. It is uncer-

tain as a method of transportation.
From information obtained from the miners in the vicinity of

Chicken and Franklin, the cost of provisions and supplies used dur-
ing the past four years cost approxinately $0.75 per pound.—

~ § «



Actiit in he District
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Estimated OutputCreeks «407mile * Number of men Class of Mining

$850.00

$3,000.00

Depends on water
n "

540,000.00

95,000.00
34 to 96 per day

No data
94,340.06

$400.00

$2,100.00

$1,800.00

32, 625,00
.

None

41,200.00
42,300.00
818,000.00

|

None
|

$700 «00

48,000.00
$1¢400,00

$375.00
No data

33,800.00

£11, 300.00

1

1

5

2

3

3

Winter Drifting*



- -”~Creeks Jom Le *
dumber of men. -# Classof Mining * Estiamted Output

Hee
ew Wow

Y

* * *
Crooked Creek 4 3 # Hydraulic # $5,000.00% * *
Broken Neck Cr. *

| 1 + Oven Cut Ho

% %
Big Bear Bar 2 2 * Open Cut & te $300.00# % Rocking %

Nugget Creek % 1 % Hydraulic % $700.00
% # #

Alder Creek % 3 i " i $4,000.00# % %
Curtis Bar it 1 % Open Cut % $300.00

#* *
Flume Creek it 1 % Hydraulic % $150.003 ‘ % % .

Barney Creek i 1 % " # $200.00
% * *

Fox Creek # 2 # " # No data.
# % #

Fourth of Zuly * 7 # " * Depends on water.
# it ie

Ruby Creek * 1 * Winter Drifting + $300.00
. * % %

Washington Greek# 1 % Prospecting +*

% * . * .

Mission Creek + 1 it Open Cut # $300.00
. % Hx . *

Estimate * 5 # In outlying* + districts %

Note:-
The output may be increased after September ist owing to heavyrainfall. The output of Dome Creek will probably reach the §$@9B,000

mark as better ground has been found since the estimate wes given,
$3.00 pans being common.

Mail Service

There is semi-monthly service to tne creek, each mail having
a weight limit of 600 pounds. On the 15th of July there was in the

poet office at Eagle, 3,6CO pounds of mail and unless a special con-

tract is issued the mail will lay until it can be taken over the

winter trail, causing 2 considerable inconvenience to the miners.

Mr. Powers, the present mail carrier assured me that with agood road

these conditions now existing would be relieved. Furthermore the

-38-



contract for carrying the mail could be cut one third a year
making a saving to the Government, amounting to 92,600 which in
a short time would pay for the construction of the road.

summary.

Being conversant with mining conditions it is in my judg-

ment, not @ worked out district but one with a future before it,
second to none in the Yukon. This district has been pruducing, ex-

tensively for the past forty years. During the wan it of course

received a setback, but with good roads and trails, and a reduction

in the cost of produce will induce younger blood to enter the

country. The Eagle - Fortymile and the surrounding districts havex & v Oo

a bright future.

Zoe Zoex

Forman, Ae Re Ge



Valdez, Aluska, June 3, 1916.

Somers, ,
Fairba.

Refeence my letter February Seventeenth regarding
Eagle Seventymile \petition, wire reaghmendation called for.

f/ Davison.
f

\ oo
Form 125—1908 . fL ..

Signal Corps/ United States Aruw.
.Oelegram

—

Reretued at
oft. C. 37 08

|

FAIRBANKS, JUNE 6-, A6
MAU. DAVISON,

SQLS

EZ.
RE YOUR WI THIRD SEVENTY MIL DISTRICT POPULATION LAST WINTER
FORTY | TONN TY OUTPUT TWENTY THQUSAND THREE HYORAULIC OUTFITS

PURCHASED T ELIVERED OVER TRAIL er WINTER RECOMMEND EXPENDITURE
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Valdez, Alaska, May 31, 1916.

J.3. Powers, |

Magle, Alaska.

No word yew from appropriations this year.
Impossible to make allotments untid information is received
about appropriation. Will wire amount of allotments soon as

jmade,

Davison.

éForm 125—1908
~

,

ates Army.Cayjrs, United St

J 8 POWERS ‘. i:e44P
. jw

Telegram.

Aereiued
at

f
‘FBIW 33 08

EAGLE ALS MAY 30 To
ALASKA ROAD CoM SS1ON

VAL EZ
IF ALLOTMENTS

‘OVISE ME BBYWIRE AMO

AS BEEN MADE UPLiFOR

UNTS ALLOTED Te
QGLE FortyEVENTYMILE /ROADS ‘

INETEEN SEVENTEEN WILL YOU PLEASE
MILE AND EACLE

\|

Pen
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Peoruary 17, 1914.

Dissursing OFTicer of toe sourd.
w
s . ay . G
a ° 3 re
l @ by a,S5uperintendent, Alaska Road Commission,

airsganks, Alaska.

aeference Hagle -»~ Seventynile sled road.

a“\ -

\. LoThis office isiin receint of a setititn requesting
that the Road Commission allot frou 370¢"to 31000 for
the repair of the sl ading rpeém cragle to tne ~

weventymile River. on is #Plened oy miners re-
Siding on Seventymil rs uping the trail, and
Stutes thut toe trai ad gets in places, ovstructed
oy @lides, oridges n tpg and tnhut the trail is
impassanvle at a numo » furtier, that only Lime
ited voluntary regai ea made on tne truil since
tne discontinuance o 1 road tax and no repairs
have dcen made oy tn on Since the trail was ouilt
in 1907. ‘While ther unds available to undertake NXg RSadditional work at t time, please suomit to tnis Nyoffice such. recommen you nay wish to make vear-
ing on this project, ne work petitioned for may
receive proper cons? men allotments are made fo.
the coming season's

tSLC/HA :

: P. W. Davison
4
% wy 4

(Major, Infantry.
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' limited voluntary repairs have been
' since the discontinuance of the loc
; Was built in 1907; and from $700 to

-
iS

om= freee , 1

{ : . (
To the

Board of Alaska Road Commissioners:

We, theundersigned miners residing on Seventymile' River and others using the Government trail leading
|

from Eagle to the Seventymile River, respectfully repre-
' gent to you that said trail is in urgent need of repairs;
' that it is washed out in some places, obstructed by
_ Slides in. others, bridges need repairs and replacing,
rendering it impassable at a numbe oints, Only

on this trail
tax, and no

Since the trail
O is needed to

repairs have been made by the Gover

put the same 1n airalr state or repair.
We beg to suggest that any fyhds that may become

available for repairs be expende@ under your direct
supervision, or that of the commissioner at Hagle.
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maatl, CRENX. ALASKA.
Feb, 16th, 1924.

Boardof Road Commissioners for Alaska.
Juneau. Alaska.

Attention
Pred Price,

Foreman. A,R,C.
Dear Sir;-

I wish to enquire If thare has been any provision
made to do more work, on trail down the Forty Mile River,
last season thare was a lot of fires on the trail below awe
hear and it cans ed a lot of slides, it will require at they”lowest estimate $500.00 dollars to repair the trail and
extend same to Canyon creek, the work done by Morris
Beneischke in 22-was of little use,

changing -
oT

And we had a talk about/yngtine the trail , (mail Ltrail) on hill comeing in to Steel Creek, I have spoken to yw ke
@ number of persons that use the said trail , and it is Le asthe general opinion of all that it would be a very good thing,eofrom the Ferry on the River the New trail would run on a
grade of about 6% and would come into the main trail
about 3 miles by old trail, and about 2: riles by new trail,
I hove that you will be able to do a little for us in the
Forty Mile, and not give Kagle the Yhole appropriation as
has been done in the past,

LE

Vow thare is another ROAD that we in this country ‘

are entitled to and that is a "agon Road from Steel Creek, (3Post Office to Jackwade, so that we could go over it in the.
summer time, on the left limit of Steel Creek thare is a
rood easy bench almost all the way to the Old aAérazona Cabin, '

and the lower end of the Yinter Road, the wagon Road could0 over the Ridge on the Winter Road grade

AS you are well awaire thare is not at the preasant
time loo ft of Wagon Road in the Forty Mile Precinct, thare
is only two places thare is any gradeing ever been done, on
the Walkers Fork , summit and on the Jackwade summit, about
4 miles in all, and half of the cost for the Walkers fork
summit grade was subscribed by the residents,

Now get ouisy Mr Price and see if you cant do
a little for ts this comeing season,

Yours very resp,



April 26, 1924

Mrte Je Ae Tanp
.

Steel Creek, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Receipt is ackmowledged of your letter of the 16th
of Zebruary, 1924, marked for the attention of fred Price, cone
cerning road and trail work in the forth Mlle. Hr, Price left
for Jazle last week with instructions to start the rehabilitation
of our road and trail system in the Nagle Forty tlle and Seventy
“Ale districts as early as weather conditions may permit.

For your information, I om pleased to stata that our
expenditures in the above districts for last year were 75% greater
taan during the 1922 season. For the aoming seasora operations
we have allotted Mr. Price an increase of 60% over last year, or
practically three tines as much money as was expended during the
summer of 1922 as reported in our last printed Annual Report,
that for the fiscal year @nding Jume 30, 1923.

As you are well aware, this Commission started on a
wagon road from Eagle to the Yorty Mile many years ago, but there
has been no develorment during the last twenty years nor is there
any development now in prospect in the Forty “ile to warrant the
completion of this roadto sumer wagon road standard. ‘Without
the completion of this road to the Forty Mile there is no justifica-
tion for the construction of simmer wagon roads in the Forty Hile
district.

The best we hope to do is to maintain and improve
the winter bob-sled roads and the summer pack tralls. This we have
been doing on a comprehensive soale as the above statement of
inereased expenditures indicates.

Assuring you of our continued interest in your district,
I am

Vary txuly yours,

Janes Gs Staese
JG3/fme Prasident

13/95-9



DAN SUTHERLAND
DELEGATE, ALASKA

Congress of the Aunited States
House of Representatives

Washington, B. €. April 18th,1924.

Col. James G Steese,
President Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.

My dear Col. Steese:--
Some of my constituents in the Forty

Mile country have written me again on the subject of allotment
of road money in that section. They feel that a greater
allotment of the money should be spent in their section of
the country, and call attention to the report of the
Sommission whicn indicates that 20% only was allotted to them.
They represent that not over 5% of the entire allotment for
the Eagle-Yorty Mile precinct was used in the Jack Wade
Section.

I wish you would be good enough to give this matter
your personal attention this year and see if a more equitabledivision of the allotment cannot be made. There are several
mining projects in the course of development in the vicinityor Jack Wade which I believe would warrant a little morelioneral allotment than they have had in the past.

Sincerely yours,

Ade NM



(Hon.Dan Sutherland)
(4/26/24)

prehensive program as the above statement of progressively increased
expenditure indicates.

Of course this will not satisfy the operators in the
Forty Mile as abundant petitions and other correspondence in this
office indicates. This I regret, but I am unable to remedy it wmiless
our appropriation should be very mterially inoreased.

Trusting that the above will olearify the situation, ad
assuring you of our continued interest in the development of this
district, I an

Sincerely yours,

James G. Steese
President

JGs/tme



April 26, 1924

Honorable Dan Sutherland
Delegate from Alaska
House of Representatives
Vashington, De Ce

My dear ‘ir. Sutherland:

Receipt is aclmowledged of your letter of the 18th
instant concerning increased road work in the Sorty ‘lile and
especially around Jack ade. In reply I have to advise that
our last printed report covered the fiscal year ending June
30, 1923, or the operations season of 1922. During last season,
as our report now in preparation will show, we expended in the
Gagle Forty Mile and Seventy Mile districts 75% more money than
in 1922. Last week our foreman, Fred Price, left for Bagle in
order to start work as soon as weather sonditions will permit
with an allotment 60% greater than last yaar, or practically three
times as great as énur publiahed

expendi ture
shown in our last

printed report.

As you imow, this Commission started upon a wagon
road for summer wheel traffic from Sagle to the Yorty Mile many
years agoe This road is in good condition for a distance of sane
fifteen miles out of Eagle. During the past twenty years thare
hae been no development in the forty mile nor is any such future
development likely as would justify the great cost of completing
this wagon road into the Forty Mile, a distance of over forty
miles from Eagle, for summer wheel traffic. Without a conection
with the Yukon River no pseful purpose would be served by expensive
summer wagon road-:construction in the Forty “ile districé eitherat Jack ade or alsewhere.

he best we can hope to do with our present resources,
or in view of the limited production or dovelopment in this district,
is to continue the maintenance amd improvement of the winter bob=
Sled roads md summer pack trails. This we vite doing upon a com

13/95-9
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Jack Wade, Alaska,
July 1,1925.

Gentlemen:

No doubt increased appropriations are in a way beneficial
to the Territory at large,but I fail to gee where they would benefit
the Forty Mile Precinct. This precinct is in area practically one
half of the so called Eagle-Forty Mile Subdivision,yet it never gets
over 5% of the appropriation or allotment made for the subdivision.

This too in spite of Government statistics showing its
production to be some $7000,500.0C as against the Eagle Precinct's
$406.0CC.0C, The principal evidence of A.R.C roads in this section is
a number of sign: posted on miner-made and caribou travelled trails.

Postmaster,

Very truly yours,

Ma, Morb-—

Err ray LSEuUIAN

ALASKA ROAS SOMMISSION
JUNEAU ALASKA 7

JUL 24 1925

FILE



WAR DEPARTMENT po}
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA t

Haine suNtaw, ALASKA i)
July, 28th. 1925, = :

Lieut. H. E. Fisher,
Disbursing Officer, A. Re C.
Juneau, Aaska,

Dear Sirti.

I have at hand yours of the 24th. inst.
in which you quote a letter from my friend Chas. E. M.
Cole, who is Postmaster at Jack Wade. .

Needless to say this letter is interesting to me,
furthermore the statements made in it are not far
from being true. While he is off when he says that
the Forty Mile district only gets 5% of the total
appropriation for the Eagle Sub-districé, yet it is
true that by far the larger share of the money in the
ast has been spent near Eagle. This. alone however

yoes not prove that his distract has been discriminated
against. The Forty Mile district isan issblated one
and any money spent in connecting that district with
a main artery of transportation helps the district
even though the money is not spent within the geographicallimits of the district itsself.

It is doubtless true that the Forty Mile district has
produced something like $7,000,000.00 in the past. But
we cannot build roads on the strength of its former
glories. It is now producing only $50,000.00 or $60,000.00
per year.

:

Regarding his last statement that the principal evidence
of ARC roads in this section is a number of sign posts
on miner made and caribou traveled trails. I can well
see how this might appear true to Mr. Cole who lives at
Jack Wade and rarely gets far from there. Trails
were laid out around Jack Wade during the heyday of mining
in that section by the miners themselves and they have been
little changed since. Now the camp has dwindled to a
mere handfull and there is no great demand for new trail

However I believe with the completion of a good trail
Liberty Fork to O'Brien Creek the time has come to
er our appropriation more over the district and that
acy Wade section should come/for a larger share inxe than it has in the past. o -

Very truly yours.

4-8 Lanrof
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July 24, 1925

Mr. R. J. Shepard
Asst. Supt. Alaska Road Commission

Haines, Alaska

Dear sir:
I have just received the following note attached

to a traffic census forwarded from Jack tade post office for
the Jack Tade Chicken route:

“Jack Wade, Alaska, July 1, 1925
Gentlemen:

No doubt increased appropriations are in a way
beneficial to the Territory at large, but I fail to see
where they would benefit the Forty Mile Precinct. This
precinct is in area practically one half of the so-called
Eagle-Forty Mile Subdivision, yet 4t never gets over 5%
of the appropriation er allotment made for the subdivision.

fhia too in spite of Government statistics show.
ing ita production to be some $7,000,000.00 as against the

-

Eagle Precinct's $400,000.00. fhe principal evidence of
A.R.C. roads apphis section is a number of signs posted
on miner-made caribou travelled trails.

Very traly yours,
Chas. E. #. Cole

Postmaster®

You no doubt will be interested in the foregoing
and be able to inform us further in regard thereto.

-Cordlally yours,

H. EB. Fisher
Disbursing Officer

HEP /RMS



July 10, 1924

Mre Jo Ae Kamp
steel Creek, slasics

wy decs Mr. Moun:

Rvesipt is 2nemovladved of your letter of
vung 7, 1924, son3erniaxy voad and trail coastruation
jn the forty vile distriat. In reply I Kuve to advise
that our program for this season upon which Mr. Price we

is now engaged iad which will te fasreoated Im sugust by osa member of this Board, inclvdes allotments for Steel ~CrealeJacic fala and 3teol Tress Voose Cooak. This
money ig for the annusl noirtencnes of tha summer pack
trail and winter alad roadie “2 annmtot at this time comalt
ourselves to s.,9n roud construction in the Forty
wdla until ovr fuanis ghel2 he so incrensad as to permit the
hope of building enoush road to set somewhora.

Reerottine that the Tarritory has baen umadle
to persuade Congross to increase our appropriations so aga

‘to meet the needs of the various districts more rapidly, I
an

Tarw truly yours,

?

Tas. 3, SThaase
Yraaitent

JGs/rme
ve
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J. A. KEMP & CO.

Dealers in

GENERAL MERCHANDISE
Hay, Grain and Produce

Steel Creek, Alaska, June,7th, 1924.

Mir ,James G. Steese.
President, Board of Road Commms , for Alaska

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir;-
Yours of Apr,26 arrived hear June2d, I note your remarks

in Same Re the amount of money that is to be spent this
season on Roads and trails, in the Hagle Forty ifile and
Seventy Mile Districts,

Why is it the Magle, Forty Mile & 70 mile Districts, ve
Vhy that mix up , when it a known facthear that the Haele GyDistrict gets almost all of the benefit of all moneys spent, \the old 40 mile gets a crumb , once in a long while, and
speaking of trails in the 40 mile we have none except what ~
the Carobou made , the Government never done any trail
work in the Forty Mile exceot avery year or two thare is
one hundred or so for patches, put on,

We in the Forty Mile dont care anything about the
Hagle Wagon Road to the Forty Mile, thare is $20.00
taken out in the Forty, to every One that is taken out in
the Eagle, or 70 mile Districts,

As for tonage, last Winter thare was 125 to 150
tons come up the Forty Mile River, and thare has been that
amount every “inter, and some seasons thare has been More
thare will be more than that next winter, NO MATTER THAT IS
DONE ON THH KAGLE ROAD the bulk of all freight for the Forty
mile will come up the Forty Mile River, the cost of haulage
from the Yukon River, at the Post of Forty Mile to my place
is 2¢ per pound, from Hagle it is 4%,

Magor Richardson, spent about $90.000 on the Haele
Rodd , and got it so you could get about 11 miles out of
Kagle if you was Mmpty, you know better than I what has
been ased since then, and it never will be a eonod road,
It isint located in the proper place. thare is a way to
get out of “Nagle to this place whare thare will be miles
and miles the only road work will be cutting the buck brush,

gai
{

and the beauty of it is ,that it is dry, with the exceptions
of a few olaces now and then,

|4

The “agon Road that I asked for, Steel to Jackwade
is an absolute necessity , and it will shorten up the Trail

to Jackwade about 3 miles, and it is an Ideal place to build
&@ xoad. now we heve to use Pack horses.

ZO J fpf.’ -

Vers truly yours,



April 26, 1924

Honorable Dan Sutherland
Delegate from Alaska
Houses of Representatives
Vashington, De Ce

iy dear “ire Sutherlands

Receipt is acimowledged of your letter of the 18th
instant concerning increased road work in the forty “Iile and
especially around Jack Yadee In reply I have to advise that
our last printed report covered the fiscal year ending June
30, 1923, or the operations season of 1922. During last season,
as our report now in preparation will show, we expended in the
tagle Forty Mile and Seventy Mile districts 75% more money than
in 1922. Last week our foreman, Fred Price, left for Eagle in
order to start work as soon as weather conditions wlll permit
with an allotment 604 greater than last year, or practically three
times as great as $6nr publiahsd

expendi ture
shown in our last

printed report.

As you mow, tnis Commission started upon a wagon
road for sumer wheel traffic from Eagle to the Forty Mile many
years agoe This road ig in good condition for a distance of some
fifteen miles out of Eagle. During the past twenty years there
has been no development in the Porty mile nor is any such future
developnent likely as would justify the great cost of completing
this wagon road into the Forty Mille, a distance of over forty
miles from Yagle, for sumner wheel traffic. Without a comection
with the Yukon River no pseful purpose would be served by expensive
summer wagon read:construction in the Forty “ile districe eitherat Jack ‘Jade or elsewhere. ~

he best we can hope to do with our present resources,
or in vidw of the limitod production or dovelopment in this district,
is to continue the maintenance and improvement of the winter bob=
slad roads amd summer pack trails. This we vite doing upon a com

13/95-9



(Hon.Dan Sutherland)
(4/26/24)

prehensive program as the above statement of progressively increased
expenditure indicates.

Of course this will not satisfy the operators in the
FYorty Mile as abundant petitions and other correspondence in this
office indicates. This I regret, but I am unable to remedy it miess
our appropriation should be very mterially increased.

Trusting that the above will elearify the situation, and
assuring you of our continued interest in the dewlopment of this
district, I an

Sincerely yours,

Jemes Gs. Steese
President

JG3/tme



DAN SUTHERLAND
Devecatz, ALASKA

Congress of the United States
Bouse of Representatives

Washington, DB. €. April 18th,1924.

Col. James G Steese,
President Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Alasxa,

My dear Col. Ste2se:--
Some of my constituents in the forty

M4le country have vyritten me again on the subject of allotment
of road money in that section. They feel that a greater
allotment of the money should be spent in their section of
-the country, and call attention to the report of the
Commission which indicates that 20% only was allotted to them.
They represent that not over 5% of the entire allotment for
the Eagle-forty Mile precinct was used in the Jack Wade
section.

I wish you would be good enough to give this matter
your personal attention this year and see if a more euuitebledivision or the allotment cannot be made. There are several
mining projects in the course of development in the vicinityor Jack Wade which I believe would warrant a little morelideral allotment than they have hed in the past.

Sincerely yours,

Ae MLB.



April 26, 1924

“ive Je Ae Tomp-
Steel Creek, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Receipt ts acimowledged of your letter of the léth
of February, 1924, marked for the attention of Fred Price, con
cerning road and trail work in the fort# ‘Mle. itr, Price left
for tagle last week with instructions to start the rehabilitation
of our road and trail skstem in the “agle forty ‘ile and Seventy
‘4le districts as early as weathor conditions may permit.

For your information, I am pleased ta state that our
expanditures in the above districts for last year were 757 greater
toan during the 1922 season. For the coming seasom operations
we have allotted ire Price an increase of 60% over last year, or
practically three times as much money as was expended during the
simmer of 1922 as reported in our last printed Annual Report,
that for the fiscal year ending Jume 30, 1923.

Ags you are well avrare, this Commission started on a
wagon road from Zagle to the Y“orty Mile many yeare ago, bit there
has been no develorment during the last twenty years nor is thare
any development now in prospect in the Trorty “ile to warrant tha
completion of this roadto summer wagon road standard. Without
the completion of this road to the Forty Wile there is no jusatifica-
tion for the construction of simmer wagon roads in the Forty Mile
district.

The best we oa~m hope to do is to maintain and improve
the winter bob-sled roads and the summer pack trails. This we have
been doing on a comprehensive scale as the above statement of
inoreased expenditures indicates.

Assuring you of our continued intorest in your district,
I am

Very truly yours,

Janes G. Steose
JG3/fm9 President

13/95-9



ST33L CREEK. ALASKA.
Feb, 16th, 1924.

Board of Road Commissioners for Alaska.
Juneau. Alaska.

Attention
Fred Price,

Foreman. A,R,C.
Dear Sir;- '

I wish to enquire If thare has been any provision gee
made to do more work, on trail down the Forty Mile River, $¢last season thare was a lot of fires on the trail below wo
hear and it caused a lot of slides, it will require at the"
lowest estimate $500.00 dollars to repair the trail and
extend same to Canyon creek, the work done by Morris
Beneischke in 22-was of little use,

changing *
o£

And we had a talk about/snktikne the trail , (mail c,trail) on hill comeing in to Steel Creek, I have spoxen to le
a number of parsons that use the said trail , and it is oF
the veneral opinion of all that it would be a very good thing,from the Ferry on the River the “New trail would run on a
erade of about 6% and would come into the main trail
about 3 miles by 014 trail, and about 2: riles by new trail,
I hove that you will be able to. do a little for us in the
Porty Mile, and not give Hagle the Thole appropriation as
has been done in the past,

Now thare is another ROAD that we in this country '

are entitled to and that is a "arson Road from Steel Creek, /SPost Office to Jackwade, so that we could go over it in the.
summer time, on the left limit of Steel Creek thare is a
good easy bench almost all the way to the 01d arazona Cabin, ‘'

and the lower end of the “inter Road, the wagon Road could
ao over the Ridge on the “inter road grade *

AS you are well awaire thare is not at the preasant
time loo ft of Wagon Road in the Forty Mile Precinct, thare
is only two places thare is any gradeing ever been done, on
the Walkers Fork , summit and on the Jackwade summit, about
4 miles in all, and half of the cost for the Walkers fork
summit grade was subscribed by the residents,

Now geet ouisy Mr Price and see if you cant do
a little for ts this comeing season,

Yours very resp,



Dec17, 1918

The Alaska,Road Commission,

guneau, Alaska.
Gentlemen: /

Of the work done by me on the Fai rbanks-~ Tanana Mail
trail I wish to report that with a crew or three men, @ cook,
a team and teamstér, we left here on November 7 arriving at Hot
Springs (Mile 102): on the 11th, where we purchased supplies
continuing og to Sullivan Creek, where we/built a bridge. Theold bridge built by’woodhaulers, had sagged down and was nearly
ready to fall but for props on the ice,/which had been recente
ly put in. We selected a site near the old bridge and put across
@ span with an A truss of 40 ft andaapproaches of 30 ft on the
South bank. Timber was difficult to/find, suitable sticks could
only be gotten by crossing the bank/for nearly seven miles.
Good pole decking was fdund three pliles to the South. This
bridge cost approximately $6.00 per foot, or about $400.00. It
is on what is known as the Wood Chopper Cut Off, and shortens
the route to Tanana fromt e miles over the old route,
by way of Tofty, the Post now at Wood Chopper. ~|We moved to our next bridg ulder Creek (Mile 138). This |bridge had been built wit
which undermined, letting
it had teen so well built
by digging in the day and
cutting through the frost
to the bottom of_the 5
and I think goo
and rebuilding t
went to near the
about six miles
bridges whose ap

Sill on the West bank,
fall into the stream, but Xnot seriously damaged. We,
res at night, succeeded in=:.
a good log atutment down
utment is 7 X 14 XK 12high
8s work, with the taking up
t $240.00. From here we
il, our last camp being
ile 152-153 thereare two
away on had been damaged.-

These we rerpaire . I find from Mile 146 to
near 151 there a ges (8 or 10) that need
rebuilding but 1 covered with glaciers so tadly that I
could neither re Forest fires had damaged
some of them bes to fall across the road,
which was cleargd away. There is so m ehill glaciering
on this

section!
that I recommend that of it at least be

abandoned and that the trail cut out i flats now used by
the mail, te Jmproved by going around t es etc. This
should be done earlier in the season. in fair condition
now, but as the lakes break up the trav 11 have to return
to the hill/ etc. On our way back we b bridge across
Wood Chopper Creek half a mile above twon.

This
bridge is 22°

long with approaches of the same length, and ost about $125.00
Other work done by us was in the way of repairs, both

going and returning your foreman and the three axmen went ahead,
staking lakes, clearing fallen timber, trush, etc., and putting
new poles in the bridge that needed them, arriving in camp an
hour or two after our team. There are two bridges yet needed.
One a deep slough usually dry or nearly so, protatly an old
channel of Dugan Creek, near Mile 96. We found a good crossing
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February 13, 1955

Mr. R. BE. Steal
Eagle, Alaska

Dear Sir:

#e are in receipt of your letter of January 19, 1935
complaining of the condition of the pack trail to the
Seventymile district. I am informed that you have such a
pack trail and that a tractor hes been driven over it for 14.
miles, indicating that in dry weather it can not be very bad.

It would be impossible for this Commission te
obligate itself to conetruct 16 miles of road into the
Seventymile with praesent available or prospective future
funds. Ye will, however, endeavor to do some maintenance
work on this trail next summer, depending upon funds. T-

S6
/S
T

For your information, since you have been illy
advised or are making a wild guess, there was a total of
£28,500 spent at Eagle last year rather than 235,500, which
included the purchase of all new equipment.

Var; truly yours,

Hawley Sterling,
Acting Chief Inginser.

HSalR

ERC BOx 65486



Eagle, Alaska.

January 19, 1935.

VYThe Alaska Road Commission,
.

Juneau, Alaska.
Gentlemen : I believe the time has come for the miners in the 70=

Mile District to make an effort to get a road into that country, or

at least a pack trail; there is a lot of complaining going on, but

that is far as it goes, During the past summer some $35000 was spent
on the road from Eagle to the Forty Mile country, but not one dollar
was spent between Eagle and

the Seventy Wile river, This piece of road

is about 16 miles long and is used by every one who goes into that

country and: was in such condition last summer that it was almost impos=
sible to get a pack horse over it - I made 4 trips over it ‘carrying
provisions on my back rather than to try to get my horse ( or mule )

through the soft places, and several others did the same thing.
There were six small hydraulic plants operating besides some other

mining and prospecting, and if we cannot at least have a pack trail
from Eagle to the Seventy Mile river something is serlously wrong.

Respeotfuily Noe aySteel,E.
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October 15, 1928

Mr. Charles Ott
Zagle, Alaska

Dear Sir:

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your
kind latter of October 3 and to thank you for your
appreciation of the work we have done on the Seventymile
Road.

:

The Alaska Yoad Commission takes great
pains to so distribute its resources as to give the
maximum service to the Territory as a whola and it is
very gratifying to feel that our efforts do not go
unnoticed.

Very sincerely,

Malcolm Blliott,
President.

DHG: IH
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Eagle, Alaska.
October 3/1928

Alasks Road Commission;
Juneau, Alaska,’

Subject.
Gentlemen.

R/E work on Eagle & 70 Mile Road
Om OSE me ae ee oe Ee we ee

We the undersigned wish to express our appreciation, for the

work performed this summer on the Eagle 70 Mile Road, by your
Mr Price, and we know the future work that he has laid out on

same road, will be of great benefit to us all.

Froelich & Kummer & Ott & Scheele

Operators on Crooked Creek - 70 Mile River.

Charles Ott

Partner,
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Hoom 2802 Yoni tions Bullding,
Was nington,s

De
Ce

December 30, 1924.

Charles Ott,
-
Hees

Alaskae

By dear ur. Otte

neceipt is seknowledged of your latter of Rovember 20,

on behalf of Froelich & Numer and Ott & Semele, expruss ing1D

satisfustion aver the work
performed

on the Eagle 70 itile
1trail by Pred Price last summer.

we are pleased to learn that this work was of reel benofit,

and):-hepe that(x
shail be able to make further

improvements
next

year.

dentin thanking you, Tay
Cs Cordially youre

ALASYA
CRURAISSION
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JOHN W. SCHEELEHARLES OTT - : _!

OTT & SCHEELE
—

|”

EAGLE, ALASKA,
——-)

bop xe aan,
\ f wwlaska Road Commission;
|
it fp.

7 / t oa

‘uneau, Alaska, / Ko

‘entlemen.

We wish to thank the aAiaska Road Commission, for the work which

was performed on the Eagle 70 Mile trail this summer,

As far as the crew was able to go this summer on the Allctment

. the ditching and grading and clearing, the work done is very
Ae

Vv good and satisfactory. And we trust the in 1925 the allotment
.

will be a little larger,so as to enable the crew to make a good

showing, under the Leadership of Mr Fred, Price. And when

eventually the trail will be in such a condition, that goods

can be transported as far as Fox Creek on the 70 Mile River,
it will save a lot of time, and avoid the dangers, by net having
to run the 70 Mile and then pole up to Eagle, and back again down

the Yukon and pole up the 70 Mile.

Again thanking you

we are very truly yoursa
Froelich & Kummer#& Ott & Scheele

Onerators on Crceoked Creek 70 Mile River

Py Chaprhe Ott

iovember 20/2
- oF

Pertner
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hay 2, 1977.
FR

BDistursing Gfficer of the Board,
U, G, Meyers, Eagle, Aleske,

Petition, Bagle-Seventymile toad,

ong others
eventymile-
eno informa-
will be made
received no

ted on favor-
s made and
what avpro-.

Reference tF
from Gagle, Alas}
road, I desire t
tion can be giver
there this seas30
information in r
acly in Washingt
the Board acts t
priation has bee

~

r. C. FF. Yost-
ation of the Vsnere any XY

1d not take

I notice in
be designated to
reason for “makin
good reason know
charge of this w e other years,
Ke has been very ard in do-
nating nis own s revious
years donating n efor, and
certainly the Board must appreciate his action and in the ab-
sence of good yeasons to the contrary we are quite satisfied
to let him cowtinue the work if he 4s willing.

We nevé aveeys tried to give *nadte and vicinity its-full
share of the funds and did the very best we could in this respect
last year and we will again this year do

what we can to help
the people in that vicinity.

With kindest regards to yourself and Nirs, Leyers,
Very sincerely yours,

PetrinoFYD/IB Yajor, Infantry.

nw petition bearing your si;
“ty in regard to work on
inform you that at the“oresent tir
yop in regard to what expenditure
a% up to the presght time we hav
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appropriation

ify you definitely
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the petit§}n it is sugcested that }of the work. No expla
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Hee why kr. Powers sho
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fe treatment to the k¢

fices free of ‘cherce and also in:
tear without making any cost the:
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ork 15 year
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the coming year
this district and the consequent increase in tonnage over this road;

a local man, havin
to hav
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ymile River mining distric
epason has been approximate
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CyMite)
To the - 7 a

Board of Alaska Road Commissioners,—
7 Valdez,Alaska,

We, the undersigned claim owners and miners of the Seventy-
iver, respectfully represe

fF 2, That the sum of $2,5
tons to the Government ro

xpended in repairs and
m Eagle to the

2. Tiat the output of p m said district the

3, That the estimated a lt hauled over said
4Q tons;

several hydrauli in processof install~
amount of freig to be moved over this road during
approximately Avill be doubled;

5. That ‘all indicatidns point to expanding operations in

1, That
and the

6. That it is the Ainanimous desire of the undersigned that
knowledge of conditions, be designated

e charge of
y
werk to be done on this

» road,
and to this end

A. Fold
OxO harts
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Valdez, Alaska, June 29, i191

Sommers,
Fairbanks,

Powers at Hagle offers services sane ag last year
without compensation. Communicate with him re work on Haglero])Fortymile and gagle Seventymile roads.
‘

Richardson.
\ /
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J. A. KEMP & CO.

Dealers in

GENERAL MERCHANDISE
Hay, Grain and Produce

Steel Creek, Alaska, June,7th, 1924.

Mr,James G. Steese.
President, Board of Road Commms

Juneau, Alaska
for Alaska’

Tear Sir:-
Yours of Apr,26 arrived hear June2d, I note your remarks

in same Re the amount of money that is to be spent this
season on Koads and trails, in the Hagle Forty Mile and
Seventy Mile Districts,

Why is it the Bagle, Forty Mile & 70 mile Districts, ay
Yhy that mix up , when it a known facthear that the Nagle QDistrict gets almost l of the benefit of all moneys spent, |the old 40 mile gets a crumb , once in a long while, and
spesking of trails in the 40 mile we have none except what ~
the Carobou made , the Government never done any trail
work in the Forty Mile exceot every year or two thare is
one hundred or so for patches, put on,

We in the Forty Mile dont care anything about the
Hagle Wagon Road to the Forty Mile, thare is $20.00
taken out in the Forty, to every One that is taken out in
the Hagle, or 70 mile Districts,

As for tonage, last Winter thare was 125 to 150
tons come up the Forty Mile River, and thare has been that
amount every “inter, and some seasons thare has been More
thare will be more than that next winter, NO MATTHR ‘HAT IS
DON ON THE WMAGLE ROAD the bulk of all freight for the Forty
mile will come up the Forty Mile River, the cost of haulage
from the Yukon River, at the Post of Forty Mile to my place
is 2¢ per pound, from Hagle it is 47%,

Magor Richardson, spent about $#90.000 on the Kagle
Rodd , and got it so you could get about 11 miles out of
Hagle if you was Hmoty, you know better than I what has
been used since then, and it never will be a eood road,It isint located in the proper place. thsre is a way to
get out of “Nagle to this place whare thare will be miles
and miles the only road work will be cutting the buck brush,
and the beauty of it is ,that it is dry, with the exceptionsof a few olaces now and then,

The “agon Road that I asked for, Steel to Jackwade
is an absolute necessity , and it will shorten up the Trail

to Jackwade about 3 miles, and it is en Ideal place to build
& road. now we heve to use Pack horses.

Very truly yours, .SYA Minwv
- ’ :
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To the Board FILE
of \S

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

U /\

Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:-

I herewith submit to your honorable body a report
of the work accomplished by me upon the Eagle, Forty-mile, Seventy-
mile, and Fourth of July trails, also a reconnaissance of O'Brien
and Polly creeks, as a possible route for a main trunk road to

|

Chicken. There is also included a report in detail of the activity
fin the districts as requested by your Major Gotwals. \

Eagle and Forty-mile roads and trails.

In July I put.a small crew of men to work upon the winter

reads and pack trails, putting them into good shape for winter
travel. As mueh ground as possible was covered with:the money at

my command. The high water of the spring caused a wash-out in the

canyon leading to Gravel Guich. A repetition of this could be

avoided by a small amount of maintenance work in the spring dur-

ing the high water. Cutting a channel in the ice would cost but

a few dollars but would save hundpeds by avoiding an occurémnce

of this kind. I would recommend that this be done.

ERO foe E5496



Seventy-mile

On my trip to the Seventy-mile I found the trail leading to

Alder Gulch in very bad condition, from Crooked creek up-strean,
but with the money alloted to this district there is now a good
tpail leading up~stream to Barney creek. I set aside $100.00 out
of the $1,000.00 alloted for the construction of a foot-bridge
across the Seventy-mile at Nugget Gulch. This bridge is to be put
in this winter, as there is no way of erossing the river at med-

ium high water. Some parties were held up for two days before they
could cross. The possibility of extending the road to Crooked creek

on the left limit is rather impractical, as there are several

abrupt bluffs which would entail to much expense in getting around

them. There is a good base leading up to the falls upon the right
‘limit of Seventy-mile.

Fourth of July

In July I made an investigation of the trail leading from.
' Fourth of July to Nation. Good work had been done there with the

small amount of money at Mr. Vanderveer's command in 1920. This

‘years work will complete the trail to Nation. This work not only
‘leads to their camp, but is the means of ingress to an extensive

country lying south of Fourth of July creek. The mining operations

on Fourth of July creek will be worked upon a large scale, and a

road is necessary. The base is good and my estimate of construct-

jon will not exceed &500.00 per mile. It is less than ten miles

to the works. I would recommend that this road be constructed if

oossible in the near future.



Wade Creek to Walker's Fork and Boundry Line.

In traveling from Wade creek, up Robinson creek, to the ridge
leading to Walkers Fork an easy grade is encountered. The road to
Walker's Fork has a very good road-bed, continuing to the boundry

line, and with a small amount of money could be put into good con-

dition. At the time of my visit to Walker's Fork, Mr. Jacobson,
wio ils a mining operator in that locality came from Dawson with

a two horse team loaded with 800 lbs. of provisions. He informed

me that the road from the boundry to Dawson was the worst part. It

is about 5 miles from Jacobson's to the boundry following the

right limit of Walker's Fork.

Canyon Creek

Phere is a very good road down Canyon creek following the

right limit slope for a distance of five miles. From this point
the creek bottom is used during the winter. The freight is brought©
the Forty-mile to the mouth of Canyon, thence up Canyon to Walker's

Fork. There ig some mining activity on Canyon and Squaw creeks this

season

Canyon to Steel Creek.

Ascending the Steel creek divide from Squaw creek the winter

‘trail is followed down to Steel creek. This is a very bad road

during the winter months for tuaveling as the grades exceed 15%

and the snow drifts upon the summit are bad. This road also leads

to Wade creek for winter freighting.
-



o'Brien Creek.

Following up O'Brien creek from the mouth in its entireity
there is a very good road bed part of the way. The present winter
road is, in my estimation, not practical for a permanent road

owing to the many crossings of the creek requiring too many

bridges. Along the right limit, however, fairly good material
is found until Cohumbia creek is reached, then the present road

could be followed to Liberty.

Reconnaissance of Outlets
from-

O'Brien, Polly and Uhler creeksto Chicken.

From the mouth of O'Brien creek the Forty-mile river would

have to be bridged, following up the right Limit to Polly creek,
thence up Polly creek which has an easy grade, possibly a Gj.
Good material is found on the left Limit up to a low divide which

could be followed for a short distance to the head of Uhler creek.

Uhler creek has about the same gradeas Polly creek. Going down

Uhler creek to the mouth which is about five miles below Franklin,
another bridge would .be needed, crossing to the left limit of the

Forty-mile river, going up river to Franklin, thence up river

opposite Two-mile creek, onto a good, dry ridge which can be

. followed to Chicken creek.The approach to to $his ridge is a little
steep but can be used.



Walker's Fork.
Part of the river is in bad condition due to the fact that

there are numerous large boulders in the river bed. This condition
can be relieved by blasting them out. My recommendation is that
a small allotment be made for this purpose.

Outlet to North Fork of Forty -mile

Mr. McCandless who expected to go over this route with me

was unable to go so this trip wss not made. Previously, however,
the road was indicated on the map. This road leads from Eagle to

American creek and thence to the head of Arkansaw creek. From

. this point the old Government trail is followed into and down

Champion creek to the proposed power site of the McCandless com-
pany on the North Fork of the Fortyemile river. This road would

‘also form an outlet to the Charlie river district which is prac-

tically an undeveloped country. Mr. McCandless assured me that if

the assays proved as good as previous ones taken, $200,000 would

be available next season for construction of their plant, requir-
ing 2600 tons of freignt to be handteked,This will of course depend

upon the assay returns of the black sand, which Mr. McCandless

promised to let us know. The estimated cost of this road is $10,000

for work on the first 13 miles from Discovery Fork to the head of

Arkansaw creek. This road is really necessary for the further

‘development of the mining industry of that section and the Charlie

river district.



Lumber’
Some investigations have been made in regard to lumber and

it was found that 60 to 70 thousand feet board measure can be se-
cured two miles from Gravel Gulch. With a little grading the main
road can -be reached. There is also some good timber on O'Brien
creek and at the mouth of Chicken creek. The round poles used for
bridges and culvets are unstisfactry, lasting only a ea r so,
maxing it expesive in replacing them each year. Mr. Powers has a

saw mill on O'Brien creek and a recommendation here would ve timeky
that some 3" planks be sawed and delivered along the road before
they get bad in the spring. The lumber at Gravel Gulch can be sawed

and hauled in the summer as it is needed.

Freight Rates

ae eae ee ee ne ce ee ry oe eee ey rey ne me eee ee ey me eee oe oe ee oe ee
_
Present summer rates. *% Winter rates % These rates are

* * freighter's esti-
% % with a trunk road
% % to Chicken.

;

From Eagle to % *
Gravel Gulch. 2 er 1lb.* er lb. * 1 er lb.
Liberty of DE ft er $F /2¢ DS it 3 oy

: DS tt

Dome Creek 10¢ tt tt 3 3¢ i tt e 3¢
f tt

Steel creek 152 " "
w& B-1fag " 4d

Wade creek 20g " No % 5 6¢Franklin & Chicken 25¢ " ." «% 5-tfag " " # 8-1f2g " "

Up river to Ne. Fork --------- 4% 4-1/2¢g "
Above Walker's Fork --------- * 6
Napoleon Creek 5-1/2¢g " "

1g per lo. added for perishable# #
.

Weae ey ee te mm ae ee ee cee eee ee ee ee ee

Note:
Freighting up Forty-mile costs 16% to Chicken. It is uncer-

tain as a method of transportation.
From information obtained from the miners in the vicinity of

Chicken and Franklin, the cost of provisions and supplies used dur-
ing the past four years cost approximately $0.75 per pound.|

- § «
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Activity in the District

Number of men
me ne oe ee oe, #3

Anerican Creek ¥* 2
t a
tt - . 1

wa

tt 36 2
ie

Discovery Fork * 2

Dome Creek’ eT 12
ra

Down stream from* 15
Steel Cr.40-mile*
Up 40-mile from * 4
Steel Creek %

Franklin Greek 5

South Fork of * 7

40-mile %

Myer's Fork + 2
%

Stonehouse Creek+ 2
ye .

Chicken Creek ¥* 7
*

Lost Chicken * 2
| %

Ingle Creek 3
%

Littlevig Creek * 3
%

Mosquito Fork + 3
#hhh -

Napoleon Creek * 2
&

Montana Creek % 1

ae

Walkers Fork tt 5

Davis Creek 4 2
% ;

Wood Creek % 1

%

Squaw Creek % 3
+

Canyon Creek % 3
we

Wade Creek - % 16
st :

%

——— nee me ne ee me oe ee ee ee oy oe we oe ee oe

* Class of Mining * Estimated Output
Pe oe we we ee

Creeks <pormle *

*
% 9pen Cut
%
% "

ft Lil

tt tt

Hydraulic

RK
KR

kk
ok

&
3 Hydraulic

% 12 Rocking~
* 2 winter drift
% 2 Rocking* QPpen Cut
rr
* Whnter Drifting
%
% Open Cut
* :

er tt it
;

%
St iy t
%
% "i "
ety

:
% tt tt

*

eR
oa

k
ok

ak
e
ok

ok
ok

oo
k

ok
ok

ok
oe *

* Winter Drifting*
4
% Scraper Plant
4
* Open Cut
4
* t t
‘7
* Scraper Plant

Open Cut =

tt

O
K

ok
ok

ok

*% Scraper Plant
te
* Onen Cut &

‘% Winter drift.
* 1 Hydraulic
* 15 Oven Cut &
* drifting

KR
RR

KO
K

RO
KK

O
K
K

O
K

O
K

cy

i
*%

ae me ee me we oe oe,

$850.00

$3,000.00

Depends on water
" " r

840,000.00

$5,000.00
$4 to g6 ver day

No data
$4,340.00

$400.00

$2,100.00

$1,800.00

$2,625.00
|

None

$1,200.00

42,300.00

418,000.00
|

None
/

$700 «00

$8,000.00

$1¢400.00

4375.00

No data

$3,800.00

411,300.00

%

-7-
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—
ome ee me we es ee oe oe ee o

ome ee oe oes on ee wee ae ee eee es~~ wm -_ -
1 x . +Creeks 7O mle * Number of men. * Classof Mining * Estiamted OutputBenn

% % "
%Crooked Creek 3 % Hydraulic + $5,000.00% * eo

Broken Neck G. * . 1 % Open Cut % - -
% 3% : *

Big Bear Bar % 2 * Open Cut & i $300.00# % Rocking %
Nugget Creek % 1 % Hydraulic % $700.00* + #
Alder Creek * 3 # " % $4,000.00# % a
Curtis Bar # 1 % Open Cut * g200.00+ +
Flume Creek % 1 % Hydraulic % $150.00

% . % %

Barney Creek i 1 + " % $200.00
: % % % .

-

Fox Creek % 2 * "
#* No data.

# + %
Fourth of Duly * 7 * " * Depends on water.

+ +t %

Ruby Creek % 1 * Winter Drifting * $300.00+ + %

Washington Creek» 1 % Prospecting Ho

* +
Mission Creek 1 % Open Cut % $300.00

+ at

Estimate 5 * In outlying Se

* districts e
om we

ee * ~- ~
on
ie

Note:-

%

The output may be increased after September ist owing to heavyrainfall. The output of Dome Creek will probably reach the $05B, 000
mark as better ground has been found since the estimate was given,
$3.00 pans being common.

Mail Service

There is semi-monthly service to the creek,each mail having
a weight limit of 500 vounds. On the 15th of July there was in the

estwoffice at Eagle, 3,600 pounds of mail and unless a special con-

tract is issued the mail will lay until it can be teken over the

winter trail, causing a considerable inconvenience to the miners.

Mr. Powers, the present mail carrier assured me that with agood road

these conditions now existing would be relieved. Furthermore the

-8-



contract for carrying the mail could be cut one third a year
making a saving to the Government, amounting to 42,600 which in
a snort time would pay for the construction of the road.

Summary.

Being conversant with mining conditions it is in my judg-

ment not a worked out district but one with a future before it,
second to none in the Yukon. This district has been pruducing, ex-

tensively for the past forty years. During the wan it of course

received a setback, but with good roads and trails, and a reduction
in the cost of produce will induce younger blood to enter the

country. The Eagle - Fortymile and the surrounding districts have

a bright future.

Frew _Zrime
Forman, Ae Re Oe

\



Jack Wade,Alaske,
July 1,1925.

Gentlemen:

No dowbt increased appropriations are in a way beneficial
to the Territory at large,but I fail to see where they would benefit
the Forty Mile Precinct. This precinct is in area practically one
half of the so called Zagle-Forty Mile Subdivision,yet it never gets
over 5% of the appropriation or allotment made for the subdivision.

This too in spite of Government statistics showing its
production to be some $7000,5900,0C ag against the Eagle Precinct's
$400.000.0C, The principal evidence of A.R.C roads in this section is
a number of gign# posted on miner-made and caribou travelled trails.

et

Very truly yours, fo MM,
Postmaster.

ALASKA ROAS SQMMISSiON
JUNEAU ALASKA -

JUL Z4 1925

FILE



WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

Haine siuNBAH, ALASKA

July, 28th.

Lieut. H. E. Fisher,
Disbursing Officer, A. Re C.
Juneau, Aaska,

Dear Sirt.
I have at hand yours of the 24th. inst.

in which you quote a letter from my friend Chas. E. M.
Cole, whe is Postmasterat Jack Wade. ,

Needless to say this letter is interesting to me,
furthermore the statements madein it are not far
from being truee While he is off when he says that
the Forty Mile district only gets 5% of the total
appropriation for the Eagle Subedistrict, yet it is
true that by far the larger share of the money in the
ast has been spent near Eagle. This: alone however
oes not prove that his distracthas been discriminated
against. The Forty Mile district isan issblated one
and any money spent in connecting that district with
a main artery of transportation helps the district
even though the money is not spent within the geographicallimits of the district itsself.

It is doubtless true that the Forty Mile district has
produced something like $7,000,000.00 in the past. Sut
we cannot build roadson the strength of its former
glories. It is now producing only $50,000.00 or $60,000.00
per year. :

Regarding his last statement that the principal evidence
of A RC roads in this section is a number of sign posts
on miner made and caribou traveled trails. I can well
see how this might appear true to Mr. Cole who lives at
Jack Wade and rarely gets far from there. Trails
were laid out around Jack Wade during the heyday of miningin that section by the miners themselves and they have been
little changed since. Now the camp has dwindled to a
mere handfull and there is no great demand for new trail

However I believe with the completion of a good trail
Liberty Fork to O'Brien Creek the time has come to
er our appropriation more over the district and that
acy Wade section should come/for a larger share iny/e than it has in the past. eA.

MSVery truly yours.pS Lan of.

x

?

1925.

JUL 29 1905

FILS

Ate
JUWEAU ALASKA

13/95-9
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July 24, 1925

Mr. R. J. Shepard
Asst. Supt. Alaska Road Commission

Haines, Alaska

Dear gir:
I have just received the following note attached

to a traffic census forwarded from Jack #ade post office for
the Jack Yade - Chicken route:

“Jack Wade, Alaska, July 1, 1925
Gentlemen:

No doubt increased appropriations area in a way
beneficial to the Territory at large, but I fail to see
where they would benefit the Forty iile Precinct. This
precinct is in area practically one half of the so-called
Eagle-Forty Mile Subdivision, yet it never gets over 5%
of the appropriation or allotment made for the subdivision.

This too in spite of Government statistics show-
ing its production to be some $7,000,000.00 as against the

'

Eagle Precinct's $400,000.00. ‘The principal evidence of
A.R.C. roads dbsfhis section is a number of signa posted
on miner-made caribou travelled trails.

Very traly yours,
Chas. E. M. Cole

Postmaster"

You no doubt will be interested in the foregoing
and be able to inform us further in regard thereto.

Cordially yours,

H. B. Fisher
Disbursing Officer

HE /RMJ



July 10, 1924

Mre Je As Kamp
Nteel Creek, slasicn

thy doar sire Ton:

tecaipt Ls sexmovladved of your latter of
vung 7, 1924, sonserniag voad and trail construation
in the forty district In wanlyI have to advise
that our program for this a@agon upon which Mr, Price
is now engaysd aad which will ke lasweoted Im Awzust by
a membar of this Board, inclries allotmants for Steel
Create face Yale and Stool Tres Voose Sceak. This
money is for the annual neinterocnce of the summer pack
trail end winter alad roai.e “s anmnot at this Cine comalt
ourselves to sumer wagon round construction in the Forty
Mila until ovr fants shell be so inerensad as to permit the
hope of building encush road to cet somewhera.

Regrattins that the Tarritory has been unable
to persuade Congress to inorease our appropriations so as
‘to meat the needs of the various districts more rapidly,I
an

Yarns truly oars,

Tage t. Shaase
rragi dent

JGs/rme
O
a
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reed to the road H
rived 1n good shape an

am very respectful
JOhn H. Joslin Foreman.
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Dec17, 1918

The Alaska,Road Commission,

Juneau, Alaska.
Gentlemen; /

Of the work done by me on the Fai rbanks~Tanana Mail
trail I wish to report that witha cre kK,
@® team and teamster, we left here on November arriving av Hot
Springs (Mile 102)\ on the llth, where we purchased supplies
continuing om to Sullivan Creek, where we,‘built a bridge. T
old bridge built by’woodhaulers, had sagged down and was nearly
ready to fall but for props on the ice,/which had been recente
ly put in. We selected a site near the old bridge and put across
a span with an A truss of 40 ft andaapproaches of 30 ft on the
South bank. Timber was difficult to/find, suitable sticks could
only he gotten by crossing the bank, feor nearly seven miles.
Good pole decking was found three piiles to the South. This
bridge cost approximately $6.00 per foot, or about $400.00. It
is on what is known as the Wood Chopper Cut Off, and shortens
the route to Tanana from three yo five miles over the old route,
by way of Fofty, the Post ffige being now at Wood pe

138)We moved to our next bridge across Boulder Creek (Mile 138). masbridge had been built with on a Mud Sill on the West bank,
which undermined, letting +t fall into the stream, but
it had been so well built s not seriously damaged.
by digging in the day and ires at night, succeeded in °
cutting through the frost/a a good leg abutment down
to the bottom of the str¢dam butment is 7 X 14 X 12 high
and I think good for many; is work, with the taking up
and rebuilding the bridge, t $240.00. From here we
went to near the lowe ail, our last camp being
about six miles ile 152-153 thereare two
bridges whose ap away on had been damaged.:
These we repaired lling in timber. I find from Mile 146 to
near 151 there a eral small bridges (8 or 10) that need
rebuilding but t
could neither re
some of them beswhich was clearéd away. There is so m

f that
I recommend thaton this sectio

abandoned

be fapro

the trail cut out i

N

Forest fires had damaged
to fall across the road,

dehill glaciering
of it at least be
flats now used by
es etc. This
in fair condition
have to return

a bridge across

r rebuild them.

the mail, te Zmproved by going around t
should be done earlier in the season.
now, but as the lakes break up the trav
to the hillj etc. On our way back we bi
Wood Chopper Creek half a mile above twon. is bridge is 22°
long with approaches of the same length, and oost about $125,400

Other work done by us was in the way of, repairs, both
going and returning your foreman and the three axmen went ahead,
staking lakes, clearing fallen timber, trush, etc., and putting
new poles in the bridge that needed them, arriving in camp an
hour or two after our team. There are two bridges yet needed.
One a deep slough usually dry or nearly so, protably an old
channel of Dugan Creek, mear Mile 96. We found a good crossing

“BOP Bay £SYOR
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WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Jul: 1965 fs,
Subject: Revort of Eagle Sub-cistrict.
To: The Foard of Road Cormtissioners for Alaska,

Juneesu, Alaska.

1. In accordence with instructions recsived fromMajor
Oliver under date of Avril 15th, 19625, I left SkagwayMey 14th
end rrocesded to Bazle by the first availeble cranstortation,
arriving there hay e4th, I then spent tyventy-six daye in
meking @ reconreissance of the roads end trails in thet sub-district end in connection therewith I am supmitting the
following retort.

Be comcanied to Segle by Mr. Fred Price, your
General F
princizel
tie Work
of wrich

0
investigation, I

C.

ac

meve
trict have veen built
the resio

Eagle Sub-District:

I wes eeco: e oy
oremian in the Gistrict who elso
vert of the reconnaissence. After comzleting my

rew uc a written eechedule for Mr. Frice of
e for the remainder of the season, 2

hed to this

eaccoriranied me on the

to he
is ett rerort.

T1
-G
66
/E
T

The roads end trails in tais dis-
primarily to serve tne placer miners in

districts tributary to Eaglen. The cold troducing
are ec follows

(a)
(b)
(c)

Eagle.

4
through the
Mission Creek on its south to the corfluence of Mis
E::celsior
about one
ridge and drots into
of Seventy Mile Creek.

Creek to
Mile to lume Creek, a totel distence Oz
Rock

from Bel

Seventy Mile Creek, lying west of Eagle producing
about {18,000 rer year.
American Greek, immeulately south
not ¢roducing over #$5CG00 rer yeer.
The Forty Mile district lying fifty miles south of

This district in the vast has rroduced about
seven million dollars but at present is not

producingover fifty.or sixty thousend dolters ver year,

of Hagle1probebly

Eecle-Seventy Mile Route, L1H: This route leaves Baileole Army Post at Fort Bebert, cnd roughly varallels°sion and
Creek There it crosses to tne nortn side and gaining
thousand feet in clevation crosses the summit of the

tre headwaters of Rock Creek, tributary
From here the winter treil follows down
Mile and then continues up the Seventy .

ebout sixty-five miles
tre Seventy

a
The summer teck trail, however, from Rock Creek on seeks

out the ferd srourd on the ridses eas much as tossible until the

ERC BOX &SYIO



ecrossing is reacned about one mile below Crooked
c, From thie toint the route. followed either by foot
ercers or pack norses deerendent uncon the stege of
in the Serenty Mile will be discussed lever, From
to Anerican Creek a nce

oF
avout 14 3miles, the

ete follows Yirm ground wagon road standerd.
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Creek, Thise will put

s of

Prom Americen Creek to iiigsion Or el: however the sround is
covered with moss and ricreerheeds and is quite sort. The
location 1s about as cood ee could be obtained for both
winter road and suwamer tack treil. Thecharecter of inm-

provezentsor
summer reck treil curvoses con this section nag

With the ancertion of a Tew stots yet to be
work hes been carried on to & toint ecout one
¢ YoLll Cresk. Satisfact ma neve 1

sesgsonts progrem includes o i
EL scion Creek, elocntv mil a 8

vyerient oF about 20°C f di °
1 LS.

n

ve
)

O
o

ch
cr

be
be

“a
od

oe
an

o
%é, to the Summit Cevin, cls @ Of spout t r

scing Une summit, the pack treil leaves ne winter road
imps to herdsr ground on tre rides for a cistance at

about three miles. Thies reid nes never been imerovec but is
much more cassable then the winter road whicn is very swemev.
It sho ld be relocated in part end imyvroved. An exrenditure
of tnr-e hundred cGollers ch a 2 1 00a condition.

The vinter sled road cud to tne Seventy
Mile is well Loceted, tekes ecrrantage ofthe easiest srades
ena is in ood condition. There is e little immrovenent
meedea smovever ar cut-offs on the north sida of the SearentiMile gust “slow the movth of Brvant Creek. From this soint
n, winter trevel is on the ice,

Rrom Rock Cresk Crossing to the cable crossing a mile
pelow Crooked Creek the summer neck trail is fairly well located
but the only irrrovement mede thus far has been brush entting.,
Only Licht Larravament ies reccommended for this section at
eresent, the cable crossing which is ebout twenty fouros
miles from Hegle, prectically ell the foot travel crogses to

oatye north bank, end continues on thet side for about thirty
uethidl Miyeeat SMresth te renckad Ms :

Tho

the south side over ereund tret is swempy for the most
within sbout two miles of Weshington Create where 5
s to the north side is made. trere has been some
utting in claces on this sect improvement of am
mee has been made. As a mate act at 12h steces
yr seyersl Torcs cre usually m teke edyvantese of
t srourc on both sides of the From Crooked Creek
pe te 17 oie arenesore on te north

elites, Avovs. “Mesos? Teisk Shep oct 5 couth.
ror tne cable crossing to the low “Westinebon Crack
© not anreer sdvisektle to sre money on msintenence
“rovement.at the vresenv time. esionis covered with
chd nicgerneed sweme, end with attering timber.
morse trevel is slow end Labor it is coseible to

&
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is not ‘sufficient oreyvel to justify such en envernditure,
Wayas dea A

2 : - nwoYurthermore wnere are stretches oF sood herd sround on the
arr a4 ; orient 1ovposite sice of the river which sre elyveys used unless
the river is unusuelly hich

Feeceticslily cll the foot tievel from Crookea Creek to
ab nm a 2 Jot. - Lt. 24 t
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; + mkhan Aemelke it ice ‘ route throughout ty rack
\ ~horses.

rom exney Cresk the is better
ay +1 ro} 4. 4 ar aps Taeltnoush Lee b could be orectliy imzroved by
evilngin QO

er sround higner ur slons the
had - rc + hawtC to Flecer Creek a cut Henk
e2vere. gS se it necessary For root
veeren 29 S vy twice or climb over the
tarp oF < dase a ey end Fleacer Creeke. <A treil
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whe a uae he Ge
mere cut with Ut I recommend the inete,Lletion of

r to solve this yrobl em, The
isAe Feet, anc tne total

one of our
eteenderdreovired

ay a fe TL, a) okLenz a . Bar UA
4 x - *enoule . on

closes this fell end errengena ts made to have it freighted
out to Nugret Creek curing the winter,

There is no activity on the Seventy Mile ebovse Alder
aCreek which is about five miles ebove Mugset Cresk, The trail

from MTugcet to Alder is not imrroved but quite pessable. No workiis recommended on it for this zesson.
Mr. Farry Ross of Eagle who is am e ¥ Mr. Fricets

crew sccomrenied me on the Seventy iMile ¢
enge
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is femiliar
imrrovement

ky
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Frobebly helf the croduction on
&oresent comes From Crooked Creek. The ne

is Alder Creek. Betvreen Crooked and “Mder Or sels tnere are
eight or ten individuel mirers who make their living or
vertially make their living mining. From all tnat I could

this route. He is thoroughly familiar with the Seventy
istrict end I believe would be 6 comp tent men to

attend to the ecattered work alors this route
n eve

tb

learn there ere lerce cuantities of Low srede srournd in
this district but it is only by crreful menegement end strict
economy that it cen be mede to troduce e rrofit. ‘While rlacer
miningswi rrobebly continue in the district for meny yearstnere is arrerent reason to exrect any sreat increase in
one rrerent vroduction,

ut



5. Hesle - O'Brien Cresk, Route 11a: This is the main

route from Hegle to tne Porty Mile coun.ry. Tne rifteen
miles from Zegle to tre Americen Summit has teen develored
to wegon road etanderd. The remeining twelve miles from the
Americaun Summit to Liberty is a winter sled-road., As the
vroblems crising wit. regerd to these two sections ere essentially
aifferent ney wile née considered seperately.

6. Easle - Americen Summit, 15 miles:
This section of

road in the vast hos prorably consumed over nalY of the total
ecrronriations For tne Sagle-Porty; Mile district. Tne reeson
For is tnat tre Canyon of American Creek is oF such a
cnarsacter tnet ectuel rosa construction in & side cut wees
necessary to tea winter fle a ree.onable cost
eracticeble, nile Americ ne past nee been a
Tair produce of the nm over tuls roed
crossed tes sumiit into th: country. It has
tae aim of the neorle of Has : this section of
roac imvroved to es nNign e standard 38 cossible in order to
equalize the freignt rates between Eugle:and tre town of Forty
Mile, into the Forty itile country As a-matter of fact this
is imbosecible for tne reason tne_ the town of Forty Hile nes a
weter srede into the Forty; Mile district, whereas the Americen
Summit, which is 3400 feet high, cennot be evyoidea in bringing
in freight from Herle. However, the fect that the town of
Forty Mile is in

CanecianOe
tne as sives Hagle = sreat advan-

tage and somewhat equeli es the difference in tne cost of

tine

id
one

ex imcrovement on this roed from
mit thet I can see would be the

elinineation of the neeviest sredes along Discovery Fork end
the construction of a snow fence on tre summit. The meximum
grade on this road is ebout 15 rer cent. At & reasonable cost
I believe tnet ell grades could be reduced to about 10 or 11
per cent but any further reduction would te out. of the aues-
tion. On the summit tnere is a stretch of about 40% feet where
tne snow drifts bedly. Yeers ago a snow fence was built by the
Road Commission sbeout LOC feet above the road. The effect of
tnis fehce wes to stop drifting during the

fre ignting. The only Furtn
Eagle to the American Sure

i ck a o h
e

ct H
e) Dce
)

G H
Y ee &a 7B,

winter until the snow hed drifted to a levelTien the tc
the Tence; after thet nowever the drifting snow detosited below
the fence and made conditions on the road vorse tnsn if there
ned ccen no Zerce eat ell. I celisve thet a secand fence euilt
100 feet ebove tne cresent one, trus Forni &® yocuet tetusen the

Tences, woulc preatly imtrove snow ions &t this roint.
7, American Summit - Liberty, le miles: | During the seesson

Price continued che ioprovemsnt of tne winter trail
GG 3tey fean Suwait for a distance
les gow sk. It ane veen Fricets
tinue the imrrevement of the winter trail into a

f the
on of

=

to

13 con
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swimer cock slons King Solomon Cresk to Liberty. The
Sreuna followed by this winger is for the most rert
ewemer end sbout SO crossi ads hetween the Queen of
Snevs Fork end Liberty. rot Fact efter the etreen
nee slacierea uc, winte yr tne most rert is on the
ice, but the vresent wit & usec during the early
vart of the winter, TI net ir. Fricets policy of
orying to .ele the winte 2e@ surminer tach treil

cide 1s erroneous es summer trail Prom Amnericen
Summit to che nortn fork mon is on nere crounda and
well ad, angen rovensnt of the winter trail
into ar creil + 16 OF Trovertion to its value
and woulc reculirs constens

werate
enence; Yurensimore as Kings

Solwson Cresk is trectically unfordsble mG entrsme nicn weter,
in order to neve @ route thet Could be used eat cll ssesons, it
would be necesecry to maintein numerous bridces. Tne trssent,
sunseer trail from Americen Swemit to tee north fork of Hing
Solomon leeyreas tne winter treil ev the s 1t, Follows the crest

GSe at en elevation of avout 2400 feat in & gensrae
Girection for about a+ miles and then swings south
ferd orevel ridce on an easy vrade for « dis

iles to tne mouth of the Morton Fork,
h Fork to Liberty # distance of ab

- trail trevel follows the eres can
on on the entire trail between Zagle
ls svempy énd the stream crogses the
8, makirg constent fordins necessery. mn fact the

il man mekes 21 fords between tne North Fork end Liberty.
o sy it is imcossible to use this route. As en elter-

netive, & route nes been estebl. shed climbing the mountein sidefrom the north
ore

ane. swinsing along tne heac. of seversl drews,
drovcing into the canyon eaegeain st Liberty. This route nes never
been imeroved and the eredes are excessive. It is only used duri
nigh water. In order to evoid tne creek canyon in this sec-
tion I mede location from tiie North Fork elong the side of the
mountein for about 1+ miles. At this voint a rim sbout £25 fest
above the creek bed was reached. This rim continues on to Liberty
put on tne lower end drors off on any easy srade

My instructions to Mr. Frice were to establish cemp at the
mouth of tne North Fork end from there construct this section of
trail from the North Fork to Liberty. My ellotment for this
work wes 4000; elso from the seme cemp to imerove the trail
between tres Vorth Fork and American Summit. Most of the improve-
ment reauired on this trail is on the lower mile and is ecsily
accescible from this cemp on the Nortn Fork. ‘Waen this improve-

seen comrlsted the trail from Americen Sumnit to Liberty
will make but one crossing and that will be on wine Jorth “ork,w2

3 2ao 7Menv aes. :

pT: s Tt t 1 as a beeenSoS aReeones oo we wee wae yeen
yt 4 1

wes a 7. 4-Hesle and Chicken. The winter Letween Americen Sumaitcand

don ~veda
we? “ae ~ ee ee a ae



8. Liberty Cabin - Dome, Route 1
ie

erty Cabin
the summer teck treil crosses O'Br s

vf

of briase
constructed by Mr. Frice lest yeer, end climbs onto the ridge
in the cirection of Forty Mile Dome. Tris section of the
trail wig imvroved lest yeer by llr. Frice. The character of
the imcrovement was princivelly drainage. “umerous culverts
were tut in, ena the breil Gischead on botn cides. It came

nrougn tne spring preekup in cood snare and at the time I
woe there in the early vert of June it wes well dried out
end very -vesseble. There is however still epout + mile of
sort around on the uorer end of this section whicn should ‘we
dreined. After the sursuit of the ridees is reeched the sround
is hard ond the trail in good condition to Dome Creek. However
the Dome Creek ceme nas ceen moved about < miles further aown
the creek end as the meil men makes Dome one of nis stoxpingwleces 1% would te 2 erset adre tage not only to him sut to the
men et Dome Cresk cémn 50 Brush ont © trail on & more direct
routs Trom Dome Sreek to the cuenad

tb
of the ridge, Firtty dollers

wes ellotted for this work thie secson,

9, Dome - Stcsel CreoO, Route 12I: From Dome Cresk, ta
trail agein climbs to the summit of the ridge on the south an
drove into Dick Dele Creek. This section of the trail For the
most cert is on herd ground. From Dick Dele Creek the trail
ageinclimbs to the summit of the ridge on the soutnyvest. ,

sort cround. It is recommended that next season's rrogre
There is 2 stretch of sbout 2 mile cf thic treil thet ig on

1
include the improvement of this section. From here the tr ail
keets on tre crest of une ridge until the descent is made into
re Forty Hile Canyon ocrcosite the mouth of Steel Creek, This
treil is in feir condition. <A ewitch-beck erede built last yea
cy Mr, Frice eliminetes tne woret of the grace in getting out
of tne Forty Mile Canyon.

10, Steel Creek - Jack Vede, Route 11 CC: The crossings
on tne

poxty
Mile at Steel Creek is made by Ferry meinteined

by Er. Kemp who slso maintains a road cemp at Steel Creek. The
summer cack treil climbs out of Stesl Creek on a reasoneble
grade,

fornous
the summit of the rids na cdrote into the

heedwaters of ede Creek ebout one yal above Jack Vade rcoetofrice
Thig treil - On nerd ground end is in Fcir condition but a

of srece is i
ma los n

roe
owas tne ridge

are numeroue nes “ith sedules between and over
breil n eS — noweyar tnet under

chie treil
*s

edvisable. If
an t “ere considered ad-

oad msotion, tne route un
it mow eed @S tre winter
Mis pose the ereds

So nc omadrdryy Sut voule reeanire
Stee Genyon; alsa it
So enyon above Jack
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Price, accompanied by Dick Hite
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Mr, Mitchell last year. Mr. Price re “orte d that this
oridgewas well constructed, hed withstood the excessive high we

of this scring, snd wes well worth the contract srice. He
rerortes thet the treil wes in fair condition for the most
pert, but required a little imrrovement in a few nleces. $260
WOE ellotted Por this rurtose.

13. Jack Wece - Valker's Fork, Route LIM: The summer
cack trail from Wade Greek to Welker's Pork Follows uc Wade
Creek from the postoffice to Robinson Creek, ea tributery of
Wade Creek on the left limit. From there it climbs out of
the creek canyon onto ea ridze and follovs this ridge in a
general southessterly direction until the Walker's Fork hydreulic
clent is reached, This rlert is locatec about 2 miles below
the mouth of Foker Cresk, This treil is not imacroved, but is
located on excellent cround end is one of the best treils in
tae entire district from the standroint of ease of trevel by
~ack: horse. It is little used anc no allottnent.is made Yor
it this yeer, .

14, Steel Creek ~ Cen von OCresk reck treil: about tyo
years ago tir, Price constructed a neck treil elongs the Forty



Liile SPO. Steel Greek to the mouth of Canyon Cresk. This
wee for the convenience of miners workings on Canyon Creek
ee well ss on the Forty Mile River slow Stesl Creck, About
350 was spent on its imrrovement this srring and it is now
in fair condition. It follows the pank of the Forty Mile
River for the most tert just ebove nish weter line.

15. Peck Trail, Velker'ts Fork to RBavnaery: Wolle in
tre Velker'ts Tork and Jack Vade Gistricts severel recuests
wers made to me for the improvement of 2 trail un Poker Creck
to the Conadian Boundary. This route is used, I em told
by avery one trevelins BronWelkerts Fork, Steel Creek, Jack
Wede, Chicken, Kechunetcuk, end Tananea Crogeings to Davson,.
Most of this travel is during the winter, elther with dog
teams or on snow snoes. There is no im:“roved treil uc Foker
Creek, and for this reeson travel for the most nert clings
onto © hich ridze to the north end mekes a concideretle detour
in order to reacn

the trail at Fokker Orsel: on the Cenadian.
side of the Eounda A trail hes alreedy been made from tne
nycrevlic plent at “srdkerts Fork to the mouth of Foker Creek
and oy cutting out @ trail for © cistance of sbout «& miles
and doing @¢ minimum smount of greding, a short route could
be obtained from Welker's Fork to the on the Cenadian
side up Fokker Creek, While I did not heve time to meke a
persone

eb inspection of this section, every ons to whom I
telkedx mended it, end therefore $150 wes allotted for
this cmmurpose.

16, OfBrien Creek - "orty Nile, winter sled road,
Route LLE: From Liberty Gepin the winter sled

road fallows down O'Brien Creek to its confluence with the
Forty Mile River. I did not have an

opportuni by
to inspect

this route, but Mr, Frice repvorted that e little work would
be recuired on cut-offs this fall. He expected to have time
before the end of the season to make an inerection of the
route and would make the necessary repairs out of funds re-
servea for that purrose. a

17, Steel Creek - winter sled road: While ell the heavy
freishting in tne Torts ifile district from both Hegle end
Fortz Mile.follows the river, the winter mail route leaves
tie Forty Mile at Steel Cresk tostoffice, Follows up Steel
Creek to its

headwaters,
ana crosses & divide into the hnead-

waters of
Teds

Oreek, continuing dovn Vade Creek to Jack Wade
costorlice, ne annus\l Revort carries this route as 12+ mile
Sled road nnd2+ mile vegon road, The &+ mile wegon rvoadreferred to is the section croseing this supmit from the heed
ox Stesl Creek to

bee fe,it is not accessibl 5 “oot
believe, be cerried“only

Crisk
ror el er end OULC

led d.



The grede across this summit is well located but
follows a steer hillside for about @ mile and is quite
narrow. Under =uresent corditions of traffic it is not ad-
visacle to srend eny money on it other than maintenance,
but should the traffic on the route increase, turnouts should
oe DULLt et different noints elons the srade in order to
rcermit ic to ress.

I dq not rind the section of winter slea road rrom
Jack Jade cogtorlfice to the mouth of MeilSe Se: included in ,
any croject number, As the route from Steel Oreek rostorfrice
to the mouth of Canyon Creek tassing through Jack Yade ls an
elternative one to the route following theForty iHiile River,
I believe it should ell be included in tne ebove sroject

Brom Jack Vade tostotfice the winter meil clea road
continues on dovn Vede Creez to Canyon Creek ana thence Ccovn
Canyon Creek to its corfluence with the Forty Mile. This
route is use. by the aail cerrier in the winter who trevels
from Stasl Cc mk TO Sc Jack ede nostoffice, thence
Gown VYeade en to Torty Mile, thencs Gown Sorty
Mills to = ence over the melt to tne head of
Chicken C only reel difficulty encountered on this
route is on Jalker's Fork just below the mouth
of ede Ci tre oreek bec is narrow and strewn with
coerse boulders When the ice first formsin the fall it

4 bal aayfreezes to 2 depth of about 5 or 6 inches, tnen the water
drocs and leeves the ice suvrorted by boulders in the creek
hed. Before travel is safe in this canyon, it is necessary
for the mail man to break dovn

bats
sh elt of ice for & con-

siderable distance. Every season consideratle difticultyis encountered in gettingthroveh this canyor. This route is
used as little as voesible by freishters on accovrnt of this
condition. I made e@ hestzy examination of the worst vart, but
did not nave time to make an estimate of the cost of buildings
a cut-off alons tne bank to avoid the worst setratches. HoweverI believe such an investigation ard estimate should be made,

route on thei
ween3 Ss

an n“sen Steel Creek

end if the cost is not too excessive this work should be put
on our crosrem. This

inprovenent would sreetly benefit the
mail contractor, would cermit tnefreishting of hazy frora
Chicken, vrhers ° is consideretls meadow lend, to Jack
Vede, and as s route from the mouth of Yelker's Fork throughJack Jade to the Steel Creek roctofficeis 2 miles shorter
taen ene route Tollowing the Forty Mile River, it vovld siveTror i

chance to cut off one day in
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4, then crosses
peLow the
ch yeer are

anyon Creek and

anyon ¢

Creek to its nh

rfe “ork ebpout 5 mil
bh

Mile end follows ut 1e
al? e

SO tons of freight es

tne Divide into Walt:
boundary line. AsoOuae
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prougnt over this route to the miners on Creex

to tne uydrauLic clent on Walker's Pork. An allotment of
$250 was mede for “pbuilding en additiorel cut-ofr slong this
route,

19, Fourth of July Creek, Route
|ee Tae Fourth of July

Creek section is groducing et least $20,009 cer yesr in zold
Oulput and © «crogcrem for road improvemen nee been initieted
there. At the request of Mr. Frice OLOCO wac get eside
for con inuing this work. I dia not neve cn ovrortunity to
visit this section.

Circle , Route 533 I nad
e tell cr. Sesderman ter meil trail
Yrom Ha to Circle but to set 2 cleer
uncerstanding oF the reaui venient from ea mere
Cescrirtion, However we this treil whichvill be exrended under the . 2eeaerman.

el. In order to get 2 clear understanding of the winter
improvement I believe a winter insvection would bgnecessary. This I believe would be vexticulerly valuatle with

_vecerd to the canyon on Walker's Fork end the winter mailtrail from Eagle to Circle. However the cost of such en
inspection trip might be greater thar the value derived fronit.

ee. With regard to the rroduction in the Forty Mile
country; end its vossibilities for the future, it anrearsnat like the Seventy Mile country there are large areas oflow srade ground which micht be worked at a profit. Thehydraulic pnlents now in oreretion seem to make 2 snellprofit if efficiently menesed, However there is no arverentindication of any large devehoygment. About 40 ver cent ofthe winter tonnage going into the Forty Mile section soesover the Anerican Summit from Hagle, end ebout 60 ber centup the Forty Mile River from Forty Mile, A total tonrageFor the district is erobaeblir something like 175 tons ennually.As the.roed from Eagle to th1e Aneticen Dunmit is now in fair
sake: end with this seasonts improvement fren the American
met

to Liberty Cabin I believe future expenditures in theict should be more scattered than they have been in the

freignt retes in thie district IT couldtren that snown Frice's lest -earevfrom all I could leern were accurate,



COEL WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Eagle, Aleska, June 19, 1925.

lr. Fred Price, Generel Foreman,
Hacls, ALecka.

Sir

In accordance whin tay cr
Major CLaver, uncer cate or <Acr
submitter: t
2Or tins

— aAort orl
Léth

ore aon LF aistrict
the acon

ctou will sroceed at once with your
tne mouth of the North Fork of Kins Solomon

truct ¢ cack trail slon: the limit bh
ky

ks
dl
s i a Fy

ee £ fyKi 9
Creek to Liberty, e cdistance oF evrromimatel five miles.
Tre Location of thie nas seen merked, either by axe
ctlazes oF crede sttekes slong the nillsice For a distance of
enout one mile and ones auvarter to where tre rim of the hill
is reecnec at an elevatioonoF apout £65 feet apove the creek
bed. Brom tnere to Liberty you will select your ovn locetion
elongs tne rim or the mill. This location should be eo
ected ae to be suitable for imecrovement into & wegon road
iv at eny time it is desired to Go so,
The estimatec cost of this work is oe 84,000.00

10rs iI am recommending to the Commiszion the
Lo work be cone «loons Fine SolomonCreesummer trei

betyveen The Queen of Shebe end th North Fork. Hovever,
if it ig decided to comrlete tnis work as formerly
tlanred you will te notified bef
qr 3 1 ors it is necessery sor
you to move your cere from tns Nortr Pork so tnat you can cao
tnis worl from there. Funds will be r:eserved for tunis
currtose in case it is authnorized. If not authorized you

ywill be notifi these funds will be exrended.

After vou neve comrleted your work in the
7 a

2 Liberty
section vou will ye your crew to tre Sevanty iile treil
end continus the creainege werk cone lest year. It is
Gesired wnat the softest fround.betveen American

Oreckand the Fost Boundary at about the Tivo Mile be drained;tat you continue the drainage work from about one helf mile
vteyond Yolf Creek, wrere vou left off leet year, to Mission
Oreck, and that you construct a summer ~reck treil clonr the
foot of tne after Crossings Exoalsior Greek Tor a
Gistence oF about two thousand feet until hard cround is
rescened on tne winter treil. Tne estineted cost of this

re crew to

Lomon

entire cr
Creek and
of King $§

ly five mi
either by

at
ek
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work is $1500.00. This ie in eddition to
xcended in the construction of #2 oot-br

American end Mission cresks. There ywil
a. t

Sumer Fach Trail. Livterty to

eksn,.
Clearing out rocks alons trail between Blood
Movatain end Frenklin, Draining swamp in sac
between Prenilin and Chicken Recuttin: ore
neer bottom of hill drorving into Chicken.
ascvimated cost. .

Bede to Welkers Fork. No exrenditures.
oh to Tanena Crossing

Winter Sled Rosds,
Tre following reveirs are authorized on
sled roacs south ‘of Literty.

erty to mouth of O'Brien Cresk.
ere evairs to Cut-off¢. Net. cost

ael Cresk mout: of Walkers Fork
ater mail treil. Rereir o. Cut-offs
Steel Cresk, Cleerinc ous slides on

Sredes over summit. Revteir «+ 13

on Cut-off: Lover Vellers Tork.
Bet. Cost

a ewqarfiagesFach Brail. liouta o. Folker to Cansdian
couUndary. = cutving ond senerel rer H

H
.

w
i

$1940.00

600,00

Zo0.00

100,00
N
o

ta on a oO
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7 af _. ~WAR DEPARTMENT
whore/ Bo eA ASKAR 2AD COMMISSION

Pibicks ALASKA
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DISTRICT OFFICE

if oS
. FALRBANKS, ALASKA ?ao

June LOth,1929.

Subject:- Transportation and Resources of Zegle District.

To:- The Engineer Officer,
Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, alaska,

(1). The following report on the Transportation system and the
resources of the area around Hagle,alaska,is based on available local
data and facts which I have gathered with local residents.

'y (2). General Information.
weet This community is gradually sliding back. It has made no

yer, é progress in recent years and shows no evidence of any great progress
Ihe wie in the future. Only a big Gold strike in this vicinity will ever lift

hyail Hagle into a position of prominence. The average age of the men and —_—

Cm fie women in this area is around 60 years, and these people will doubtless \Leet stay until they die of old age. The chief industry seems to be the ~~ =~
. M fs awl’ ¥ holding of claims of low-grade placer ground and hoping that some day 7

ie
“ter

kd lux. some one may come who will buy their claims, and many are still U

' a hus . waiting after 30 years of such hoping.
’

fine
i

‘CL. ua (3). Freight Movement. CU%
4a Un a (a) Amount and Kind. ,

qy el] J gul® Imports 200 Tons General Merchandise.
Y do HOF Exports Fur and Gold

a -fl! onl jv (b) Destination.
'

{ ¢ pre Town of Eagle . 55 Tons
|

Me 40 Mile District 125 "

i (Ng Ob / 90 Mile District 20 ”

ot!
e (reeo fp hed (c) Routing.ho (A a Over roads and trails maintained bY the A.R.C. into both

Me ef [ l°* districts. A considerable tonnage moves into the 40-iile District in
slo Wo _¢ & the winter without going to Eagle, being dropped off in Canada at the

fg ah
4 confluence of the 40-mile River with the Yukon and is sledded up the(ot ,

peo 40-mile. (I was unable to get accurate figures on this movement but

‘pat7 ks it is estimated at <4O Tons per year.)

figed by
The mine at Yalker's fork, which is the largest in the

] al pee 40-mile District,(employing 25 men now) is suppllied direct from Dawson.
: fh e,

bv

“ ao (d) Means of conveyance.

ye
nit le r “Vinter:- 40 Mile. 4=horse Bob Sleds are used mostly.

ke if on
AR
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Subject:-‘.cansportation dnd Resources of Eugle District.

70 Mile. l-horse Bob Sleds.

Summer:~ Pack Horses

(e) Rates for Freight.
Sumer Winter

Eagle to Steel Creek 415¢ per Lb x04¢ per Lb
Eagle to Chicken Creek goog * "406g =" "
Other points are in proportion to the above.

(f) Transportation Faeilities:-
,

Mr.John B. Powers handles at least 90% of all freight
moved in the direction of the 40-mile Country. He has 15 head of

- horses and mules and about 40 buildings scattered over the 40-mile
district. He has the mail contract which calls for 3 trips per month
in the 40-mile district with a limit of 600 Lbs per trip in summer
and 400 Lbs in winter, If Mr.Powers and the transportation system
which he has provided should become non-existant tomorrow the 40-mile
country would probably recelve its deathblow as there is no one
in this area with money enough to replace it. It is therefore evident
that Mr.Powers is most benefitted by the road and trail system and
also is the greatest user of the system; in fact, he is the only real
user of the system,

(4) Resources.
(a)

Tow of Eagle 50
40 Mile District 125
70 Mile District 20

(b) Mining Activities.
40 MileDistrict
Walker's Fork (Only big operation in entire area

using Dragline Scraper and Hydraulic)
Chicken Creek
Jeck Wade
Dome Creek '

Moose Creek
Discovery Fork
And several places with one or two men,

70 Mile District
Crooked Creek
Broken Neck Creek
Bryant Creek
Fox Creek
Alder Creek

Many of the places now being worked have already been worked in past
years and are now being reworked. Some sniping is going on also.

A summary of both districts from a mining standpoint can be

Population (Whites).
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Subject:- 1.ansportation and resources of Ha..e District.

meade as follows:~ Eumatt& Considerable quantities of low grade placer
ground exist but to profitably wrk these grounds modern machinery is
needed which requires capital, Capital is not now interested in these
grounds becsuse of Transportation difficulties.

(c). Mining Production. (Accurate figures not obtainable)
Estimated at $30,000.00 per year with little prospect .

of increasing.

(d). Prospecting. .

No prospecting is being done. All of the original
prospectors are too old to prespect today and no new
blood is coming in,

(e). Furs.
Almost every ablebodied man has a trap line in the

winter. A great deal of the mining that is done by individuals, or
pairs, is finmeed by the fur caught in the winter. Fur was not
plentiful last year but high prices resulted in a fair income.
It is estimated that $40,000.00 worth of Fur was trapped last winter.

(f). Other Resources.
.

Practically none, except that Moose, Bear and Carihou
are plentiful, mda few people in Eagle have gardens. (about 12 acres
in cultivation)

(5) Conclusions.
(a), That the Eagle district has not progressed in recent

years and that only a big gold strike will ever make the area an
important one,

(bd). That the big movement of freight is in the Winter
season when costs are cheaper and time is available and therefore the
program in Eagle should be aimed at providing good winter sled roads
and passsble summer pack trails. I would recommend in this connection
that all thoughts or ideas of building or improving wagon roads in
this area be abandoned until such time as greatly increased appropia~
~tions become availeble or business develops to a point that justifies
a road. .

(c). Considering the present volume of freight moving over
the two systems from Eagle and the amount to be gt this year( $2000.00
on 79-mile end 34500.00 on 40-mile) it is seen tHat the U.S. spends
five cents for every pound of freight moved into the 70-mile district
and about two cents for-every pound moved into the 40-mile district.
This leads to the conclusion that the Eagle District is receiving a
generous allotment of road funds in 1929,

Yours very truly,
go!83

oc aw3

et—beiuty—s—ofieor,

- G Christianson, =
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ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION /

\"71\\ Fairbanks, Alaska, |

November 17, 1921.

Ped

From Fairbanks Superintendent

To Colonel James G. Steese, .
president of the Board, Juneau, Alaska,

\
a

“

Subject,- Gibbon-Kaltag allotment,

1 - Following is the wire correspondence on the winter work on the i
Gibbon-Kaltag winter mail trail, .

&
|

Tanana, Oct, 18, 1921. No(a) Sterling-Fairbanks : SSS S.
Nothing has been done regarding staking river trail below here~

‘and bridging Mason and Illinois Creeks . Approximatelysix hundred dollars
‘and Robson will do the work , Please advise,
\ (Signed Goss)

io) Fairbanks, Aaa, Nov, 12, 1921.
Goss - Tanana .

Rpad Commission very short funds for winter work stop Can mail
carrier possibly do without appropriation for two bridges and staking
Yukon question
;

(Signed) Sterling
(c) Tanana, Aaa. Nov.14, 1921,

Sterling-Fairbanks
If possible trail should be staked stop bridges are very necessary

in Fall and Spring but have got along this Fall and probably tan next
‘springstop it is poor economy however not to care for this @Fade emall
stretch of trail and provisions should be made in future years for its care,

(Signed) Goss
(a) Fairbanks, Aaa. Nov, 14, 1921,
Goss-Tanana
Notify Robson that he is alloted three hundred dollars to stake

Yukon and do necessary bridge work on Gibbon-Kaltag trail.
(Signed) Sterling.

2- Not being familiar with the Gibbon-Kaltag trail or acquainted with...;
Robson, the mail carrier, and considering the fact that Goss! wire of Nov,
14, 1921 intimates that they could get along this year with no appropriation
I believe that $ 300 is sufficient and upon later investigation believe we
will find that the $ 300 did just as much as if $ 600 had been alloted.
My instructions under date of October 31st, 1921 allots $ 1500 to this
route, The present arrangement leaves a balance of § 1200 which can be
used for some other purpose,

m
ew

O
U

Cyc Box CSYFO

Fairbank Su erinte dent
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President of thepoard.

ChieL Clerk, Railway Mail Service, Tanana, Alaska,

Staking- \e Gitvon-Kedue Trail.

Replying +t
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* Bend trail’ not peing marked» a“
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8 Prospects. of securing
the assis.ag fc hoad Commission to tie end~

wet the trail between lolan-and” pe:DLALbLY mrked whefe:=
neoosey during the coming summer.

thee 7

oli ne it
k vic 27 COLBSI: wrk Fer oxy dred five OX4 Late

Tease edvigevinter service, between Tfnand and Nolan is-once monthly
betweenOctober 16andilay 15 fagh yeer, Wother than the mail carrier
there is a very sraall amount

~

oFif ravel™ou\this route such | travel Es
in many places, by the time jfe carrier arriyes there on his return
trip the trail is obliteratgt
on account being nothing ¢ mark fis WEN

tne Road Commission
properly marked

This office we2ld be pleased to near frbr
fnueving the Ganana-Nolan trakas -to the prospects of

wnere necessary durinf the coming summer.
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

thele4 13/7520 = UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA eet
September 19, 1936

MEMO for Mr. Taylor concerning Fortymile District. :

17
On August 27, 1935, in company with Frank Nash, I flew to Dawson

in a plane owned by Fd Holbrook and associates (Northwest Mines), and
piloted by Dick Hawley.

We were met at the field by G. A.Jeckell, Comptroller of Yukon
Territory and taken to Dawson, 12 miles down the Klondike River.

The next morning in a car driven by Mr. Jeckell we drove over the
Dawson-fixtymile Road to Holbrook's dredge camp on the Sixtymile River.
Enroute we had lunch at the Canadian road camp near 35-mile where the
crew of 12 was about through with a three mile change being made to cut
out some steep grades and high country.

Their equipment consisted of a new LO 76 tractor with Isaacson
dozer and e #401 new style (10-foot) Adams grader. They vere roughing
out a tractor road averaging 10 feet wide, all in side hill. The crew
expected to move on the 30th to the 49 mile post where they were to begin
the construction of 12 miles of road to a point on the boundary 24 miles
from Cowden's dredge on Walkers Fork and hoped to complete this road for
tractors before fall.

In the morning of August 29 Mr. Jeckell drove us to what is known
as Glacier Junction at the mouth of Glecier Creek, a tributary of the
Sixtymile, end some 23 miles toward Dawson from the dredge. We there bid
him goodbye after having been treated with every consideration over a
two-day period. .

At this point we drove in a 1935 Ford coupe up a ridge to the top
of a mountain for a distance of 5 miles toward Walkers Fork. Grades were
up to 40 per cent and in several places the car wes hung up on high center.
We then followed a trail down the other side of the mountain, dropped
into Poker Creek, tributary to Walkers Fork, followed it to the mouth and
from there 2 miles to the dredge camp for the night.

On the 30th we walked back up toward the mouth of Poker Creek,
climbed the hill on the right limit to the "road" on the ridge and followed

5&
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Memo #2 9/19/36

this ridge road for some 12 miles. Near the 12-mile point the "road"
turned to the left while we continued 2 miles more to the head of Jack
Wade Creek. We then followed down Jack Wade Creek past the post office
and on to the dredge camp 15 miles from the mouth of the creek.

On the 3lst we walked down stream 15 miles to the avietion field,
flew to Chicken, thence to Eagle. That afternoon we drove out to 7-mile
and inspected the work being done by Rice in elevating the road along
American Creek.

September lst after looking over the possibility of moving a
building off the aviation field we flew to Coal Creek, walked and drove
to the Coal Creek camp 7 miles out, returned to the plane on a sand bar
1 mile below the roadhouse and flew to Fairbanks.

As heretofore explained by MacDonald and Quenboe, the road from
Dawson to Sixtymile, some 60 miles in length, was laid out to provide the
least possible construction costs with practically no respect for grades.
In order to accomplish this the road necessarily follows the ridges and
consequently climbs up and down the high points reaching elevations of
over 4,000 feet. Until this year it might be said that no grading has
ever been done; a track was originally made by wagons and has since been
improved with very limited funds as occasion demanded. One short stretch
of corduroy was noted in a saddle.

In one of these saddles our car stuck in a mudhole (it had been
raining for several days previous), but except for this one mudhole the
entire distance could have been negotiated without chains. There are
practically no culverts on the entire route; on slopes where water will
accumulate and run down the road, it is turned off at frequent intervals
by a small trexh dug diagonally across the road.

As a whole the 60 miles traverse the longest stretch of good road
material in the north. This would not be true if the road was limited
to a seven per cent grade and kept at a lower elevation. Regardless of
elevation, I would say roughly that should the grade be reduced to seven
per cent, at least sixty-five per cent of the present location would have
to be abandoned.

As explained, the Canadians purchased some good equipment this
year which arrived late in the summer. They are now improving the location

|

in spots, grading short streches in wet saddles and constructing-a branch
road from 49-mile to the boundary at a point near Cowden's dredge. It
was noted that some of this new location contains grades up to twelve
per cent.



Memo — #3 9/19/36

Although they did not start the 12 mile branch from 49 until
about August 3lst, the Canadian crew expected to finish it this fall and
return their equipment to Dawson for work on roads in that vicinity in
late fall. In the spring it is the intention of working the equipment
out over the road and, providing they are through with the change, to
turn it over to us for an indefinite period entirely without charge.
They will also loan tents and tools.

We would furnish gas, oil and grease and pay their Cat driver and
graderman and foreman the going Canadian wages. These wages are higher
than ours, the foreman getting $11.40 less $2.50 for board and common
labor $7.85 less $2.50 board.

No definite time was set for loaning the equipment, nor was the
period of time set. It is known, however, that they would want the equip-
ment to take back to Dawson probably not later than September 1.

Should they get through in the spring on July 15 this would give
us 45 days use of it. This period would nowhere nearly complete the
proposed road from the boundary to Chicken and the question arises whether
to accept this offer and go as far as possible or whether to ship in our
om equipment—or do both.

Before anything definite is decided on the construction of this
road there are several things to be given serious consideration. First,
should money be expended‘on a low type tractor road, similar to the
Canadian road, which could never be a part of the International Highway,
in order to satisfy two dredge operators and put American trade into
Canadian Territory? Approximately $20,000 plus a ferry over the Forty-—
mile would be required, even with use of Canadian equip ment.

Or, should MacDonald's recommendation of locating the International
Highway far south of this district be overruled and the proposed road
from Boundary to Chicken be laid out’ properly on a maximum seven per cent
grade, to later be a part of this Highway, con#inuing in a westerly
direction from Chicka, and all being to the north of MacDonald's proposal
in order to tie in close to the seemingly good prospects on the Goodpaster?

MacDonald's report states it is 245 miles on the so-called Good-
paster route as against only 183 miles on the route which he has selected,
a@ great deal of the latter having never been seen by him. I am at a loss
to know where he gets the great difference of 62 miles as both routes
begin at the same place, end at the meridian and are practically parallel.



Memo — #4 . ; 9/19/36

See sheets 640 and 641 of the Geological Survey upon which has
been penciled a route taking in Walkers Fork, Jack Wade, Chicken, Joseph
Village and down the North Fork of the Goodpaster, to McCarty which
scales less than 180 miles.

A brief description of this route is as follows:

Beginning at the Boundary (connecting with new Canadian road) at
a point near the head of Poker Creek, a branch of Walkers Fork, the route
follows a ridge in northwesterly direction at a maximum elevation of 3,100,
to the head of Jack Wade Creek. A branch road of 13 miles near 25-mile
would reach Cowden's dredge. At mile 15 the road would be in the valley
of Jack Wade taking in two operators. Then dow the right limit of Jack
Wade to the post office at Mile 20. At this point it would turn up a
creek coming in in the right limit and follow a ridge between Walkers
Fork and Napoleon Creek to the Fortymile near the mouth of Walkers Fork
at about 29-mile.

From the 10-mile the head of Squaw Gulch can be seen where ground
is being worked by some ex-Livengood miners. This gulch flows into Canyon
Creek which is under option. From the 14-mile, the Steel Creek post office
could be reached by a good ridge road, 10 miles long. Also from the l4-mile
the head of Uhler Creek (promising dredging ground), can be reached in
4 miles. Napoleon Creek is paralleled by the road a distance of 2 to 3
miles. This creek has very promising prospects.

At Mile 29 a ferry or brdige over Fortymile would be required. The
route then climbs northwesterly to a 2,400-foot divide (1,200-foot climb
in 34 miles) between Alder and Chicken Creek, and drops dow Chicken Creek
to the post office and the aviation field. Cowden's second dredge is
operating about 14 miles from the Chicken Creek field on the main Fortymile.

From the head of Alder Creek at Mile 32, Franklin post office could
be reached with a 3-mile branch.

From the mouthof Walkers Fork to Chicken there is an alternate
location on the right limit of the Fortymile. This would require bridging
Walkers Fork, two small Creeks, Dennison Fork and Mosquito Fork, in order
to reach Chicken.

The general route then follows up the left limit of Mosquito Fork
to Gold Creek. An alternate location from the head of Chicken along a
promising ridge between Mosquito Fork and Buckskin Creek should not be
overlooked. This apparently could be traversed for 15 miles. Buckskin
Creek is being investigated by capital for placer mining. Thence up Gold



Memo — #5 . 9/19/36

Creek to its head and down a ridge between Fish and McKinley Creeks to
the left limit of the Middle Fork of the Fortymile; up this and Joseph
Creek to a 3,600-foot divide into the North Fork of the Goodpaster. Thence
down the North Fork approximately 9 miles, crossing the stream to a very
low saddle leading into the South Fork of the North Fork of the Goodpaster.
From the point where this South Fork is reached, it would be only 10
miles south up a water grade to the prospects now under option by the
A. M. and S. Co.

The route then follows down this South Fork of the North Fork, again
crossing the North Fork and continues down the right limit of the main
Goodpaster some 25 miles to a point approximately 3 miles upstream from
the mouth of Central Creek.

Here it climbs due west to a ridge which can be followed for 30
miles in a. southwesterly direction to McCarty. The highest elevation
reached on this ridge is under 3,000 feet.

All of the above is somewhat of a far cry from the Fortymile District
which is only in its infancy in so far as operation of low grade placers
is concerned, but with the pressure being brought to bear by the present
dredge operators of the Fortymile plus the very promising prospects in
the Goodpaster, anything done should be along the lines of a permanent
through road which will eventually connect Dawson and Fairbanks.

All of these new dévelopments bring the construction of this section
of the International Highway up the scale from its present position in
proposed new roads.

Should this road be completed both the Goodpaster and all Fortymile
would be fed from Fairbanks and Valdez. Dawson would be out of the picture
from a supply standpoint.

CC Mr. Nash

Hawles rliing,
Assistant Chief Engine



August 8, 1936

Mr. Hawley Sterling
asst. Chief Engineer, A. R. Ce
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Hawley:

I am enclosing a letter just received from Mir.
Jeckell. It is requested that if you get to Daryson vou discuss
the probablu uce of their equipment next year with Mir. Jeckell
and determine on what basis they are willing to let us have it.
Also you aight see what Cowden and Holbrook are willing to do
in the vay of furnishing fuel for the equipment and subsistence
for the men. .

It ie requested that you bring this letter beck
“with you. s¢

-s
h/
$/

Very truly yours,

* Ike P. Taylor,
Chie? Engineer.

LPT: IW Al /Enc. letter =

{!
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CANADA

COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE

Dawson, Y.T., August, 1.5..19366¢..............193

Sirs ra 0 ‘
7

7
, I received your letter of the 15th
ultimo on the 23rd ultimo, and I. delayed answering
it until our Superintendent of Roads returned from
the Dawson to Boundary road, where he was engaged
in locating the new seetion of road to the Boundary.

Owing to the slowing up of freight
movements on the Yukon River due to boat wrecks,
we did not receive our new L.0, Allis Chalmers
Tractor and Trackdozer as early as we had expected,
and I regret to say that we will not be able to
lean you this piece of our road equipment this
seagon for the extension of the road on the Alaskan
side of the line.

We will endeavour to push the work
as fast as possible on our seetion of the road to
the line this seasone Next season, that is in 1937,
we will be in a position to loan you the Tractor,
Trackdozer, and Grader early enough in the season
for the extension on the Alaskan sidee

COMPTROLLER,

Hawley Sterling, Egqeys

ting
Chief Engineer,
laska Road Commission,

JUNEAU, ALASKA.

iv }

aye
VA,AB =~

“SF “1G
G.4. Jeckell



- July 15, 1 W
O

w
o c

are G, A. Jecxell
Compt-oiler

or Yuson Territory
SOD » ve T.

a % R " F te fs= gs

tonsk
Reference is sede to your letter

to ir. Taylor--cho is at sresent in Fashin 8g

Regarding ths lest paragraph, ar. you now abie
to say

aperoxiastely
wrat

date yor would 53 burough with
your éguicment. ¢ information is required in the event
that ze would be ble to take advantage of yqur offar te
loan us the equinment for the extension of the resd on the
Alasken side of the line.

. Yours very truly,

Hawley Sterling, .

Acting Chief Engineer.

HE:2#

13/95-35
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i r ' April 21, 1936

MEMORANDUM to Governor Troy. In»

With reference to Mr. MacDonald's letter of March 19 anclosed with
Me. Dimond'!s letter of April i to Dr. Gruening, the following comments are
offered: La

Increased mining activity {5 the Fortyutle area during the past
two years has emphasized the nead fon roads to serve that area. It is agreed
that the most economical route is through Canada to Dawson, as suggested by
Mr. MacDonald.

However, the Alaska Road Commission has been reluctant to undertake
construction along this route—first, due to the international complications,
second, the route from Dawson to the boundary has never been suitable for
other than tractor use and then only with difficulty, and, third, dus to the
limited funds available for any new projects. For these reasons all of our
efforts have been concentrated on the route from Eagle which is all in Alaskan
territory.

A road was constructed from Eagle a distance of 15 miles toward the
Fortymile as early as 1908. This is a low standard road and during the pest
few years our work in this section has been done on improving this road and
extending a low standard road to Liberty an additional distance of 12 miles.

fo reach the real mining operations would require the construction
of 60 additional miles over very difficult ground including a bridge of 400-
foot span over the Fortymile River. A rough estimate of the cost to reach
the most distant mining operations around Chicken with a serviceable truck
road is $700,000.

With the limited funds at our disposal, this road can not be con-
structed in time to be of service to the present activities.

The total distance from Zagle, the point where freight .s now delivered
by river boats, to Chicken is estimated at 87 miles.

The distance from Dawson to Chicken is
approninately

100 miles of
which 70 miles are through Canadian territory.

Last year the Alaska Road Commissionhad a preliminary reconnaissance
made over the route from the boundary to Chicken. I+ is estimated that a
road suitable only for use by tractors could be built over this 30 miles at
a cost of 330,000. A tractor road only was considered ag the road from Dawson
to the boundary was then suitable only for tractors. It is estimated a truck
road ever this 30 miles would cost $200,900.

gh
]
&
!

an
, io ,



Memo ~ Governor — #2 Lf 21/36

Since being advised that the Yukon Territory planned on improving
the road from Dawson to the boundary, I have written to Mr. Jeckell regarding
an arrangement for the use of his equipment in improving the route from
the boundary to the dredge on upper Walkers Fork, a distance of 5 miles. It
was planned to do the work on this section from our limited fumds if equip-
ment could be obtained.

I recommend the construction of a road over the route from the
boundary to Chicken if funds can be obtained.

However, I see no point in singling out this particular project
and requesting an appropriation for its construction, There are a nunber of
other projects on our general program which I believéMhave equal if not
greater merit.

The plan for a "free zone" suggested by Mr. MacDonald would un-
doubtedly facilitate operations in that section of the Fortymile now served
through Canada. It would appear, however, that such a plan would be difficult
to arrange, and would result in all the business in this area going to
Ganadian business concerns.

7

Ike P. Taylor,
Chief Engineer.

DPT: IR
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“CANADA

- COMPTROLLER’S: OFFICE

Dawson, Y.T.,.....Apradh.1d, 3936e0 193

Sirs ,

fi.= = iY
I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd

ultimo, in which you advise that Mr. Frank Nash, your Superin-
tendent at Fairbanks, has communicated to you some of the matters
which were discussed by Mr. Nash, your Hngineer Mr. MacDonald,
and myself, while I was in Fairbanks at the time of the Ice
Carnival.

I am not in a position just at the present
time to state how extensively we will be able to carry on road
constructicn work on the Dawson Boundary Road this season. Our
equipment will be on the road early in August or sooner if possible.

We plan to purchase a Diesel Tractor and
grade builder, and we will use this piece of equipment, as well

_ag a grader, and from my conversation with Mr. Nash, these two
particular pieces of equipment would be the ones most helpful
to you in extending the work on your side of the line.

Rie

We have found it advisable to endeavour to
do ou#vy work on the Dawson Boundary Road each year before too
late in the Fall, August being the best month. I wish to assure
you that we will place our road equipment at your disposal in
doing the work on the portion of the road west of the Boundary.

After the session of the Territorial Coun-
cil, which will commence on the 23rd instant, I shall be ina
position to advise you as to the extent of the work we will be
able to do on the Yukon section of this road.

kell
COMPTROLLER.

Ike P. Taylor, Bsqe, - NesChief ingineer,
Alaska Road Commission,

. Ser
JUNEAU, ALASKA. 7

a |

Yours

ae
Joc oRos

aa



¥arch 1926

Mr. George Jeckell
Comptroller of Yukon Territory
Dawson, ~. T.

Bear Sir:

I hays been advised by cur suveriatendent at Fairbanks,
dr. Feang dash, that he recently discussed with you the reconstruction
of the Dawson-Scundary Reaé and the desirability of the extension
af this worse to Halzers Fork.

AS you realize, it ts quite difficult for ua te get
any aculpment into this area ic Go the work on tne portion of the
road weat of the boundary. For that reason little has been cone —
ia tails section. Since you «re now planning on rebuilding the road >
‘on the Yukon Territory side, ve would like very auch to extend this
work to the operations on falxers Fork if some arrangement could be
made to uge your equipment after you have completed the work on jour
projact.

Waile our funds are quite limited,we would undoubtedly
be able to allot sufficient fumds late this fsll for this work in case
equioment vas then available.

I would greatly appreciate your advising se a3 to whether
or not guch an arrangezent could be saade and, If go, when equinaent
would likely be available. 5

Very truly yours,

Ike ?. Taylor,
Chief Engineer.

Lets le
CC Naah



INTER TOR
WAR DEPARTMENT

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

DISTRICT OFFICE
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

March 10, 1936. “

Alaska Road Commission,
A

Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen;
During recent ice carnival held in Fairbanks, Mr. George Jeckell,

Comptrolle? of Yukon Territory contacted me in regard to road work on
Walkers Fork ete. ,

La. Jeckell informed me that Yukon Territory contemplates th
purchase of a large tractor and trailbuilder for use on the road between
Dawson, Y.7T. and the bbundry. He further advised that during the coming
summer they contemplate the completion of that roed and also several
improvemerts on the constructed section of road which will consist of
line revisions, to eliminate excessive grades, bad ground etc. He also
advised that they were willin@ to co-operate with the ARC as far as
they possibly could in the construction of a road down Walkers Fork,
especially in tke ljne of loanong us equipment etc.

It is believed that it would be advisable for you to get in
communication with Hr, Jetkell who is now at Dawson,

Very, truly yours

Supte

yur 198?

yoo
Ww



Department of the Intericr —

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
Anchorage, Alaska.

March 19, 1936

Mr. Ike P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, A.R.C.
Juneau, Alaska

<fore oF

bt) A!
During the Carnival at Fairbanks I took advantage of the low rates

and paid my fare to go up and see the family.

=

o>

2)

Dear Sir:

While there, the Governor of the Yukon Territory, Mr. Jeckyll, who
apparently combines all the Territorial functions in his ow person, asked
Frank Nash and I to come and see him. He wanted to discuss the possibility
of cooperating with us in regard to the extension of his road.through to Forty-
Mile as a link in the International highway. It appears that he will locate
this road on a lower level around Swede Dome so that the road will be passable
throughout the summer. (I covered this situation in my International Highway
report.) Also at my suggestion, because of our difficulty in transporting
machinery to this area, he assured us that he would be very glad to allow us
the use of their equipment for construction purposes on our side of the line.

Of course the natural outlet to the Forty-lMile is to Dawson. With
the activity in that section now it is clearly evident that pack horse trans-
portation to Eagle is altogether inadequate. The construction of a truck road
to Eagle is obviously impracticable, particularly when a low cost road can be
built to connect the Dawson Sixty-Mile road. .

The Governor evidenced a very lively interest in the highway and
appeared to be very willing to cooperate in every way. I know from conversa~
tion with people in the mining district that they are unanimously in favor of

~thise project. When I was in Dawson on the International Highway Reconnaissance,
I took the matter up with the previous Commissioner or Governor and he was
equally willing to cooperate. -You will find this covered in my report.

if the road reaches the line at Poker Creek there is only about five
or six miles of side hill grading involved to get to the Walker's Fork diggings
as I.recall it. Whoever goes in there should take a copy of the boundary map
of that section, as the topog. is on a large scale for about three miles on
either side of the line, which is a valuable location aid.

I suppose Nash has already written you in this regard, but this may
add a vew points.

urs verytr~
f

Donald MacDonald,’
DMacD; bb Associate Engineer.
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