STANDARD FORM NO, 64 . i .
» 5

Oﬂice Memawmdzzm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO * Headcuarters, Alaska Road Commission, Juneau DATE: July 6, 1950

FROM  : Alaska Road Comss% (F'/n.‘cs, Alaska

SUBJECT: I‘Tov-l{ Hagaman Road s °€I/
oL

Tnclosed herewith you will find a letuer recently received at this
office ‘for work on the above mentioned road.

For your information the Hagaman Road as shown on the enclosed
sketch, leaves the Steese Highwvay at about liile 4 and crosses homesteads
(patented) as shown on the sketch., This road was originally built by
Ir. Floyd Hageman with his ovm perscnal funds across the land as described,
e have no deeds or Right of Yay to thnis road,

For your fu*tne” information, Grammer's survey for the Chena Fot
Sorings Road vractically parallels this road.

Tt is estimated that the initial cost of work as recuested in the
enclosed letter would be approximately $3,000,C0 or more pnlus future
maintenance plus future imprcvements.

It is also estimated that approximately five people would be
beretitted by this work.

Encls,
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Headquarters, Alaska Road Commission, Junean July 6, 1950
Alaska Road Commission, Fairbanks, Alaska

Work Hagaman Road

Fnolosed herewith you will find a letter recently received at this
office for work on the above mentioned road.

For your information the Hagaman Road-as shovn on the enclosed
sketch, leaves the Steese Highway at about Mile 4 and crosses homesteads
(patented) as shown on the sketch., This road was originally built by
Yr, Floyd Hagaman with his own personal fMinds’acrcss the land as described.
We have no deeds or Right of Way to thls road,

For your further information, Grammer'!s survey for the Chena Hot
Springs Road practically parallels this road,

Tt is estimated that the initial cost of work as requested in the
enclosed letter would be approximately $3,000,00 or more plus future
maintenance plus future improvements,

It is also estimated that approximately five pesople would be
benefitted by this work,

nels,



rairbanks, alefgas
July lst, 1950£

Mr. Frank Nash
Alaska Hoad Commission
tairbanks, Alaska

vear Mr. Nash:

The Hagaman Hoad still needs attention, Mr. mash. Lf

the A R C had nmade one single attempt to put a grader
blade over this short mile and one third of road just

a couple of times and if Just a few truck loads of gravel
could have been offered, we, who use the road deily, would
have felt greatly appreciative and that the A R C really
had us in mind. But nothing has been done and soon we'll
be getting the rall rains and we then will have the sanme
miserable mess we experienced during May and early June.

- It would take sucn a little effort on the part of the ARC
to make the Hagamen Koad into a good road. A little gravel
dumped into the worse places and the use of a grader for
one day a nmonth would give us something worth while. ‘'I'ne
road is passable now aand is in good condition for grading
end gravel dunping.

Please consider this matter very thoughtfully, lr. MNash.
Give us Jjust a little help before the tall rains and tihe
winter snows comne. None of us feel that this is reguest-
ing too much and we really would sincerely eppreciate any
thing you might do or suggest that would help us out with
our road condition. A road is a very important matter ...
anG sometimes very discouraging.

Respectively yours,

y;
Ll
\

. i pics :v‘///({f /

Box 657, rairbainis
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May 16, 1939

Mr. Frank Nash )
Superintendent, A. R. C. .
Fairbanxe, ilaska ‘

3
=\
lecelzt is acknoxledgsd of your Aetters oi/g;y 8
regarding roads requested by Hagenan, Crosdsn and rideler. I have
referred these to Hr, Jesse and he advises that as is not In

a position at this time to zet up funds for these projects. In
viev of the gmount involvad 1t will not Te possible to incrcese
your progren fron Roed Commission funds at this tice.

Dear Sir:

IT these nonestzaders ure reelly in earrest about
improvenert of thelr places it would be to their interest to do
what road work they cen in the wey of hend labor so thest they
would be in a2 better pocition to obtain ar allotment of terri-
torial funds,

I am not, however, in a position &t this tizme to
defiritely pronmise them that we will complete the road even tho
they do whatever hand worx 1s reguired.

Very truly yours,

Ixe 2. Taylor
Chief Engineer




DIPARTLEIT OF TS INTERIOR

ATASKA ROAD CCMISSION
FAIRBAES AL'SKA M
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Alaska’Road Commission, \ '
Juneau, ‘laska. \ ’\w‘(/

Gentlemen; )
Mr, Floyd Heganan, & homesteader located to the Fast of, and over

the ridge from the Steese Higway, is recuesting the construction of a road

from Ifile 4 3/4 on the Steese Highway to his homestead. The length of the

toad recuested would be approximately 1 1/4 miles and would consist of

aprroximately 3/4 of a mile of side hill greding, 800 feet turnpike and 800

to corduroy and cover. Mr. Haganan advises that he will coopergte to the

extent of clearing all of the R of 3 and cutting and laying ell necessary

corduroy, leaving side hill gred ing, turrpikiig, covering corduroy and install-~

ing necessary culverts for the ‘RC to performe. It is estimated that this work

will cost approximately 800,00,
The first 1/4 mile of the prorosed road will cross a section of

Mr. John Bleies homestead, who has assured Ir. Heganan that e deed for the
R of 7 will ve grented. The balsnce of ths :oad is on . Faogenans potestead
he has advised that a deed &or the necesssry R of 7 will be given.

If constructed this road will also benefit 2 hormesteeder by name,
B.D.Douglass, the road passing within 3/4 of a mile of his pleee. So far neither
of these men have done rmech toward the developement of Xhiese homesteadsy they
however declare that their intentions sre that they intend to go shezd &nd

fully develope them.
If this project zpproved en ircrease in program will be necesseary

to handle as it is doubtful if there 1s sufficient funds in the sllotment

for routes 7G, etc to perform this &nd necessery work on the existing roads.

For is there sufficient in the allotpent for Xisc, roads and trails.

q} ¢jt Very tm wours
ua})ijﬂvgy ngf:fazj ;;%%Z;i:2l1yﬁfiii—~—,
Supt.

!
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WAR DEPARTMENT o

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA,

February 28th, 1928

Yajor D.H.Gillette
Engineexr Officer

Juneau.

Dear Sirs : e ——

.,
',

I submit herewith report on the{lawing- Xenia winter route,;g as sent
[Pt ~--~"=v-—~«--—-vw""‘
in by Captain Ralph R, Guthrie, who made an inspection trip over the route d/ur

the early part of this month,

e

He recommendS8that two men be employed for a period of two months:; Yo v ,
go over the trail and make repalirs, this is estimated to cost £900.00. @/

In the last paragraph a recommendation is made that the trail be taken
off the ice from Lawing to upper EKenai Lal® , to avoid travelling on the icse,
which is, at certain times, treacherous, but a wagon road is already constructed

from oose Pass , for a distance of approximately 9 miles, and a trail built for '

/1¥-//?Aé/

12 miles, which connects with the route from lawing, near Coopers landing. ﬁ:_
This route is followed during the periods when travel is not safe on

the lake, it o'nly being necessary to go to loose Pass, on the railroad, a distance

of six miles from Lawkng, instead of gett;{ng off at the lower end of the lake.
The cost of 'the trip , including all charges, is $232.41

S T
? e iy 43 s At s P
}J.C.Edmunds ’
Dist. Supte g
e
=/ I'
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Seward, Alaska,
February 17, 1928.

Subject: Inspvection of Xenai River f{rail, Route 55.

To: Alaskz xoad Cormission, Juneau, Alaska.

- 1. The inspection trip was begun by the undersigned on February 5,
- 1928, and concluded on r¥ebruvary 12, 1928. =Employed ome musher, Mr. Lars
Indergard, a twelve-foot sled, shipped Irom Anchorage, and seventeen dogs.
three days were consumed in making the trip from iawing to kKenai, one day
was spent in Kenal, as a rest period, and three days spent on the return
Journey. All kinds of weather except rain was encountered, and tempera-
tures varying from forty above to zZero. whe snow in places had accum-
lated, in the drifts, three feet deep, and part of the return journey

vias coverad in a snow storm, in which eighteen inches of snow fell. uhe
trail was well broken throughout, except dwring the snow storm on xenal
lake. uleven dog teams were encountered on the road, showing a
considerable traffic, estimated to average forty sleds a month during

thne winter.

2. The route of the inspaction started at lawing, iile 23, U. S.
Railroed, and led over the ice, dovm Xenai lake, to the lower end. Thence
up the Kenal river a short distance, off the river and up the mountain
side to an elsvation of approximetely seventy-five feet, and rather
precipitious, for a mile and a half to Cooper's lLanding. About this
section of the lake it may be said that travel in the winter is very
pracarious, there being a considerable number of air holes off Black
Point, opvosite the mouth of Quartz Creek. During the past twenty years
many teams have broken througsh. The mile-and-a-half section between
the mouth of Kenai rivar and Coopert's landing is maintained avparently
by the fire patrols, and is the worst place on the trail. A little grading,
the rehabilitation of ons small bridge, and the hewing down of a few trees
hare would do very well and could be accomplished at a cost of one
hundred dollars. On the lower end of Kenzi lake to a point seven and
one half miles beyond Céoper's Ianding thers is an average of one cabin
ver mile, and all are suitable for shelter. The prevailing grade is
aovout tairty per cent.

Se jfhe first shelter cabin encountered is located fifteen miles
fronm Coopert's Ianding. It was in good condition, corrugated iron roof,
one door, two windows, sheet iron stove, five joints of pive, vole bed, and
dog cabin. The latter was about twelve by twelve feet inside measuremsnt,
the dimensions of the shelter cabin itself being fourtsen by sixteen feet.
Aftar leaving this c¢abin no further shelter was encountered until the

-1 -



cabin Xnown as the "iidway Cabin,' oz anorozimately the same dimensions
as the first, but without dog snelter, was reached. This was twenty-nine
miles from Coover's Ianding. This cabin was very comfortavle, indeed, with
a sheet iron stove, a pole bed, and ths comforts wnich could ve expected
under the circumstances. It is here suggested that these cabins (41l of
them) could be imoroved by battening up or f£illing in the interval between
the iroa roof and the pole roof, six inchss beneatn. Into tais open
space the snow drifts and melts from the heat of the stove, causing -
leakage 1n the vicinity of the bad. 4he aporoximate cost for three
cabins on the Xenai-lawing trail in the opinion of the undersigned could
be coverad by one hundred and fif'ty dollars, or fifty dollars per cabin,
Between Cooper's Ianding and Midway Cabin only two fallen trees wers
encountered, and they were lying acroas ths road as it led across the
second small lake after leaving Cooper's Landing. They were about fifty
yards apart, and could be removed by one men in about 2 minute. A few
objectionabls "nigger-nezds" weore found on the trail betwesn a noint
eight miles from Coopers Landing and Midway Cabin, and again six miles
beyond Loose river and the village of Kenai. The third relief cabin,
located at xile 1S from Kenal, was in the samp condition as the others;
*very habitable, but it was found thaet natives had been using it as a
trapper's cabin, and it is strongly susvected of being infested with
vormine

4, Using a twelve-foot sled and seventeen dogs with a broken
trail it was found that from forty to sixzty miles could have bean easily
accomolished in.a day, any place on the road. At approximtely twelve
miles from Kenal village there is a plateau with a very steep incline,
varying from thirty-five to fifty per cent grude, and winding in and out
between trees, very dangerous to teams. ~from this point toward Kenai
the Road Commission trail is practically abandonsd and an old Siwash
trail, leading over rrozen swamps, is used. It is recommended that the
Road Commission accept the Jjudgement o2 traffic in this regard, and that
the Siwash trail be adopted and imoroved. Three miles of trail in the
vicinity of Mile 19 from Kenai has also been abandoned by traffic in
preference ot a shorter cut, apparently to good advantage. It was found
that tne trail is opened each winter by the natives, and that in spite of
any advantage which might exist ln the mew government trall, they prefer
the one that tney laid out themselves. In the Jjudgement of the undersigned,
the only way to get those sections of the trail used would be to send a
trail breaking crew over the trail early in the season. The advisapility

of tnis is questioned.

~ 5. In general, the trail from lLawing to Kenai is not in bad
condition for either heavy or light hauling. It is believed that Duncan
Little, of Cooner's landing, with one assistant could go over the entire
trail in two months next summer and put it in excellent shape. NoO one
could hoge to remove all of the nigger-iaeads, but the more prominent ones
could be smoothed away. All the eguipment needed would be a couples of
axes, cross cut saw, spades, hammers, nails, and a couple of pack horses.
3ridges and shelter cabin roofs could ve revaired, and the me terial

found on the ground. xr. Littls has tne reputation of being extremely
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conscisntious and industrious, and has both experience ani common sense.

It is recormended thet he be put in charge of the work and authorized to

employ one man &s an assistant, and that the period of his employment not
axcead two montins.

6. Answering the questions in your memorandum of May 20, 1927, for
all superintendants, the following information is given:

Lengta o road from lawing to Kenai, approximately 120 milass.

Shelter cabins, Mile 19 from Kenzi and mile 37 from Kenai.

A privately owned prospector's cabin used as shelter cabin at
Mile 46 from Xenal.

General ruling grade, 20 ver cent.

Maximum grade encountered, 50 par cent, 150 feet long. Max-
imun grade nét objectlonable if trees are cut which now endangers
sleds from turning over. Cost of improvement $20.00.

Two-horse teams can not be used. ,

One small bridge to be renewed at Coovert's landing.

Grading not necessary, but strong shovel work requirsd at
aporoaches to two small lakes between Cooner's lLanding and

Midway shelter cabin, apvroximate cost $20.00.

No new bridges required. .

Road now used does not drift nor glacisr badly. Trail is
located so that apvroximately thirty-nine miles is over frozen
lakes and streams. This not objectionable.

Nigger-heads and stwmps are to be removed in a few
instances.

Condition of shelter cabins excellent, except Tor roofs
noted.

Stoves have all been installed by private interests, and are
at present adequate, but should be replaced next swmer by new
stoves suitable for both heating and cooking.

Character of traffic on route, foot, and dog sleds, about
forty sleds per month.

This route can not be used in the summer time without long
and difficult detours on account of so much of it being over ice.
It is purely a winter trail, and if it is to be converted into &
summer trail, as well, a road must be cut from Lawing along. the
north bank of Kenai lake to Cooper's lLanding, and from a voint
seven and one half milss beyond Cooper's landing the road must
be widened and improved, detouring all lakes and streams, the entire
distance.to Kenzai, As seven lakes and three streams are used, this
is liable to be expensive.

7. 1n case a wagon road were contemplated, it would necessitate
a wagon road along the north banik of Kenai Iake to Coover's ILanding, or the
use of the railroad outlat at present suoplied by the Zuartz Creek route
to xoose Pass and thus junction with the railroad, cost about ten thousand
dollars (:$10,000.00} per mils. From the lake the road coulu then follow
the north vank of Xenali river along the present trall brancning off onto
a trapper's trail twelve miles from Cooper's Landing to Skilak lake, cost
about 7ive thousand dollars (.35,000.00} per mile. Thence along the
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north bank of Skilak lake to the Lower Kenail river to ths mouth of Moose
river wnich must be spanned by new fifty-foot suspension type bridgs,
cost orf road ten thousand dollars (y$10,000.00) ver mile, cost of bridge
five tnousand dollars ($5,000.00} to ten thousand dollars (310,000.00}).
Fropm bridge the road could take direct route to Ken2i village over
tundra, cost about five thousand daollars (.;5,000.00) per mile.

REC LI WDA TL OF

It is recommended that two good trail construction men be
employed for two monfths next summer to go over the entire trail from
upver Kenai Lake to Kenai village to make common sanse repairs to the
winter trail and to shelter cabins, using material to be found in the
forest with a moderats amount of equipment and material furnished, and
no furtiner expense wndertaken. Also that vlans be formulatsd to
construct & winter trail around upper Kenai lske from Lawing, for the
purvose of avoiding the obvious dangsrs to lives and mail, involved in
crossing over treacharous stretches oif thin ics abounding in air holes
at different veriods during the winter.

Ralph Re GUthrie,
Inspector.
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"‘ Col. James G. Steese
| 2810 Munitions Bldg.
l', Washington, D. C. )
»'._'.i> ’ A \\
! Dear Steese:
I am forwarding to you herewith a
letter from Sterling enclosing reports made by Anton
i Anderson upon his exammatlon of an alternate wagon
. road route from Houston to Wlllow Creek and a trail
i and sled route on Moose Creek. N /
|
: rd E. Oliver -9 "n
R ineer Officer. . ’pé
i
|
U
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"WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

C o~ A ol
anchoruse, Alaska,
N A

Moremter 1, 122%,

wajor Lansferd L. Clilver, insr. (fficer,
Junesll, alaska. :
AW
S
Jear Sir: /
attan¥:?d rerveviih ure reports of Ltwo recenncissznce
trizd mide recently Ty anton anderson, ons helnz o repor?
2f & priposed 2ltsonais “c,te ’“C" Icustcn , on the
railroad, to tle mines of the Willow Creek Ilines Cc, and
sther prospects aleong upper "1*-ow Creekx and the oilhevr
Yeivg ¢ report of & reconncissunce of ¢ proposed pack
and doutle ender tri-il foon the Rawsen coal mine on loose
Creek to varicus proszects on upper loose Creek, thi=z
latter item having tzen called_to your atteniicn when you
lest visited ws, thru @n epneal ?y letter frem one
J.F.Cl-r“e, oxner of nne ¢f the procsjnecis,

Fy those vho have freighted on the Iduston- Willow
Crekk sled road, this route for & summer roxd hos alwayrs
teen tstcoed. Ver:oue trippers, prospecters and old timers
who have hzd occgﬂglon to crones from the railrecad ¢ the
Mills during the susmer, even tefore the ruilroed was

tuilt, heve 10ld me that & summer rnsd is 2 feasitle ‘
proznsition froa Icuston, Fancy or Willeow. These rencrts were
given sufficient consideration to hive the cocuntry looked
over resuliing In the accomganying ftepert ty Anderson, the

EXe

sum and sutstunce of the raoort ond ths conversatinn I .
hed with Anderson on the w“,ter teing thet the ground
that he actually saw on this *trip was enoush te cenvince
im that the rcute is for superior to the one cruiszed
cut eszlier iz the Fell around the ‘poirt of Zualdy,

dewever, tefore anyithing furthsr is done in the matlied]
at leuast cne rmere trip should te made from & point further
north. I would succest even s far north s Willow, wiich
offers, .according to the maz the most direci rcute of 211,
also the fuct thut one has « stream to folleow closely is
a favorakle inxlca icn of good groeund to e found mosi of

tre iy,

E)-rn /e
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WAR DEPARTMENT i

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA  Octoter 26,1925,

e
Mr Hawley ¥ Sterlin
e . A.R.C. Supt Ancnorage,
Dear Sirs-
L . - 48 instructed by you, Ileft Anchorace
Cet 17th,tcmake a reconnalssance for a doutle ender trail up lfcose
Creek frem the narrow gauge tranch of the Alaska Railroad.

Sunday, Oct 18th was wet and stormy and J did not leave camg.
Cn Monday,1l9th,accompanied ty Mr 5 L.Clarke Icde a2 trin up the
creek for itwelve miles,: eturnznd the game day to Rawscns Coal iine.

The present pack itrail was made b Iawson and neriners,and tesins
st il é n the narrovw uavr.e.,e*"v 1ittle worlk has Yteen done on ihs
trai, and n only te used Yy horses lizhtly packed,

S Leaving this point the tv¢11 follows the Zast tank of Yoose Creek
for »alf a mile. The grcund on =tlhids first section is over the
delta moreihe on wvhich & fair 3tapd of apruce and cotionwcod
trees grow, Very little clearinz would make this section into a
‘passatle trail. : )

At ifile } a sandsione rock tluff is encountered,having an average
lcﬁe of €0 degrees,and exiending for 7u0ft a2long the cruekX tank
kis blufﬂ& arprox 100ft hiszh.The creek follows close aleng its o
base.If 2 tench was cut alcng this section,a constani,tut not ﬁi,
a large reoccuring mairtainence expenge can e exnected as the <
nill side shows constant frost erosion. “

From he upper end of this Tluff the trail follows the East tank o
of lfoose Creek on a 5 to 8  grdde. Large granite toulders

protrude thru the thin coat of deal leaves and veLe tatle deposition
znd very few stiretches of soft ground are encount®ed on this

mile add 2 nal? of location.

At mile 2 the creek cgmes out of+a canyon,tho no solid rock can
‘" te seen in ssme,huge granite toulders,some of them 20ft thru
“ lay in the stresm and piled up along *Vc ‘tanks,The present tsil
7inds around among these Youlders cn zn elevation of IOft atove
the creek. This canyon is nearly a nile in length and remains
open thruout the winter,thus preventvin ny of the p*ﬂsnectcrs
from hauling =eey equipment up to their 1c ations.ahew trail location
sE vould follew very closely to tke o0ld {rail line .I -stimate it
would take 2700, OO to make a passatle sled trail over this mile,

N
3 Lol
3 =
=
s
3
-

atove thls canyon the creeXx flews less guizkly,end the valley
widers, 4 crossing would have tc te madi/a+ t“av roint near where
the present 10 foot tridge is lecated.eatinate that a 30{0 onan
wzld reazh toth tanks.As only a few cox tonmoods grow arcund on th
tanxs lunter fcr this tridze would have 0 Te ottsined teleow the

Caiyche
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4 good campinz zrsund can te found nzar this cuossing,as nc trees

for fuel o camp Tu 1din5 purcoses can te found rast this place.

Trom file 3 o0 mile § the lccatiorn follewsile viest bank. The gzround

ig dr;- and no steepr zrades cr side hill excavations would have tc te

dealt with, At mile § & small creels,lincwn a3 Iron Creslr comes in from

the West slege.d mile up this creek iz the Rawsen Iiine, The

elevation ¢f this mine 1sa§p”o timately 4000ft,while at the juncticn

cf the creeks the elevaticn is atcut 3000f%,

Tnis clailm is located on an ivon cayped vein carryingan avevege

velue acress its entire width of 75ft of @g.20 per tor

{he ore Yeing a coprper srsenifie with small values of gold and silver

Cren cuts have Yeer mude on the ouilcropping for 15005t and a short

tunnel #xzxxEx drove on seme,tho 1evn1"pmen* work has teen greatly hamp-
exred for the need of a trall thru the canyon. The chicf otject of thlo

trall would Te %o give tress prospectors 2 way Y which they could

nzul Tuilding eqpipﬁent%hruA Yhis canyen.

From 1lile 5 %3 mile 22 an casy lecaiticn can be otrtained . Jog Clarie

a3 ¢r undeveloped prosrect atout two miles up the creek,but the creek

freezes from there to the head of the canyon,thus making it Zossitlexz=

for nim t5 get sleds over trnat distance In the winter.

Creel
MdBEéfgrains tihie southern sloze of the range on vihich th 2ullis
Fern,Lucky shot, and War Iaby mines are now worxing. All of lhe:
have given good returns to thelr owrers.Any assistance ithis
Cormissicn could give would heln the devel onne nt of this seciion.

I estimate trat $1500,00 #would tuild a feair trmll Frencckk from Mile§
to its junction with the Rail Zoad.

Very truly,

anton Anderson.J.E.

iy
1 oo Bl AT
’ yua. iy
£ iams ;_:'- W oho

.f] ﬁ,ud yxw




ISy

« . WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA -
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA  (gtobar N1

:.IT ’Jtdla\r u...;vt:“l:.:.;
A.R.V.Supt Anchoraze,
Dear Sir--

As lustructed ty nd
lsecation from tae Lucky Shot znd ZEullion mine Lan, i
of the presant routa ovaer the 4000 £ sumnmis,or the ﬁ?Opsed
route %o Vasilla around the long hog tack of it Raldy,Ileft
ifatanuska Junction Cetosber 22 nd,arriving the same daj at Zlouston,
Xr Jone Stino who is Section Foreman there for the Alaska R,R.
cave me meals and lodzgings at the secciion house,
On Cetoher 23xd I left Zouston,tezinniny this reconnaissance
about & helf mils Foril of the station {{I1ilel?5.5) where =2 lonzg
ridge v2rminates at the R.RB., 4 shacl wwith 3 zarden 13 located on
the Iorth slope of this ridze, I fsllowsd the corest of this ridze
in a Ziorth-casterly direction for three miles. A heavy fog
prevented me from geiting correct compess bearinzs from Zouston
to the Willow Creek canyon. This ridse is very flat iralqwaae
in the hollows zoing in a gouth-westerly direction *‘on b Raldy.
This ridze is cevered with a mediunm stand of kirel and spruce
tho decayed  vezetatls natter covered ty a neavy coat of moss

yrould make the coansruction of e wagon road over same very exoens*v&
Ab mile 3 the 3¥and comménces to get tetter znd ~zises on a 27
grade tc the top of a tare hill,called Grass Hill, A forest fire
several years azo having destroyed the timber.This hill is abtout
500f% higxner then $he surrounding couniry and 2 good view can
te had 4f the country North and Easiwerd, I decended this
nill on & fife per cent grade in an Z&as tﬂrlr direction,thence
following another ridge in a Northeast erlj direct 1on fo’lowiﬁg ,
on falrlj level grade for five miles. The moss and vage+atlon is
not as deep on vﬂi3 ridze as tetween ¥ile Q and 4 and gravel show
in places where trzes have teen uprooted. Several small swamps are
crogsed on this five mile, the lo“uest teing not more than 10C0f%.

Atout mile 7,1 twisted my anklchnd.At ile 9 where I found the

winter trail Ytlazes G’de01d°d to return to Zousion zs it was hurting
uite -a tit., This winter trail which i3 used by the freizhters

of the EFullion. and Lucky Shot mines was cut Tty lir Landers da ing

the winter and follows a1l the open zlaces ,such as across togs and

lakes where nc clearing was needsd, Prospeciors or freizhters itrying
to follow this rouite 31 the summer sea son,ahen the Yozs are thawsd

out and the lakes copen,declare that no road location can be

found thru thls section on tha*t aczcount. This trail runs in a

Southerly direction for atout seven miles., Dhence Westward for

three miles to Zouston 3tation. Retu;niﬁﬁ alcns this ronte I was

forsed to make severazl detours around swamps and lakes,

0n ny prvious reconnaissance from Lucky 3hot to Wasilla,I ncied that
the lorih sile of TWillow Croz2alt 2long to the end of the hos tack
Shat o ring paral)91 50 Zaldy is exposed L2 the sun thru out the wintes
and & zood drp- locztion can te chtained @0 a 87 &SR orsde alonz
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- samg, Onl:r one smell cresk would Nave %o T2 L.ossed on this
section,
I estimate thet the distance Yeitweoen Lucilshet mine and Tousion
- over this route o Ye atout 25 miles, Zut there remains a section
ten miles on which no reconnalssance has teen made,
; In conversation with a native ?ar“y Chllezan who lives at louston
“ I learned that a much Teitler rouite can be otitained . Going North
from Houston arou t four or five miles crossing Fillow CreeK
and following up the Ilorih tank crossing Feters Creek and
gatns around the X end of tre hoz tack and up ihe Jorth ank of
Willow Vree sreviusly descrived., I Yeg to suszest that anyone
maxing further reconnalissance in this locality %o ge¥® this native
caloang with nhin .,
I estimete *l:at a falr r53d can te graded for the firast elighteen
miles of this voute €22 52,022.0C per mile ,and for the last
2isnd for 31,8200.0% ner mile,
o It must te noted that thils route ’o"o"~ the zradunl £all of the
] country and no adverse zrades wouldl haeve to te pvt In,moreover
B th15 road could re uszed at all Limes of the vear )

Leuly,

Veryr
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Sketch of Willow Creek District, showing -
rresent Road to eastern part of the District, Note:

-and proposed route of new rocad to western part. " The dotted red lines e
(Present winter route, Houston to Mines, is not ° ‘ intended to show possi
practicable for all-year-round use, due swamps, alternate routes from

Railroad, which might,

marshes and lakes.)
) xam’.wt%on be found
Approximate distances: eré%&% o the one sug
Present Read - Wasilla to Fern Mine, 24 miles;
" " ILucky Shot Mine, 26 miles;

Prorceed Poad; Wasilla to Tucky Shot Mine, 230 miles.
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COPY OF PETITION SFENT TO THE ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
BY MINE OPERATORS AND OWNERS OF WILLOW CREEK DIS-
TRICT, JULY 17, 1935.

To the Alaska Road Commission:

We, the underzigned, mine operators and mining pro-
perty owners, in the Western or that part of the Willow Creek
District of which the drainage is to the Big Susitna River,
respectfully request the conetruction of a road possi ble of
all the year round use, which the extensicn to Craigie Creek,
on our side of the Divide, of the present excellent road from
¥28illa by way of Fish Hook Creek, is not.

We submit our request is reasonable because:

(1) The Wasilla-Fish Hook Road on ite extension over
the high range between the watershed of the two Susitna rivers
crossas a pass 4000 feet high, an 4 the consequent snow condi-
tions causes freighting to stop early in the autumn and to open
late in the summer. Even at this date (July 15th), a wagon can-
nct be driven through. The load must be trans ferred to a slelgh
to cross the deep snow at the summit and re-transferred again
at the other side to another wagon. As late as the middle of this
June freight had to be handled through this pass by dog t eam.

§3) Owing to this being the on ly & uwmmer rcad, the
rass is oftsn traveiled when there is danger from snow slld es
and 1f this practice persists there will be loss of life.

A road where there would be no slides and with ne high summit
could be constructed from Wasilla or some more northern point
on the railway to our District; and such a rocad w ould serve
not only the operating properties on Grubstzke and Craigie, but
such other creeke as Shorty, Purches and Peters, where thsre are
many prospects waiting development.. All the above wmentioned
gtreams are tributariess of Willow Creek which gives its name to
the whole District.

(3) We have done the pioneer work of opening up this
District in building winter roads, followin g the natural reoute
on this gide of the divide and over which the main ftonnage used
in cpening up and operating the several properties has been
hauled; but, unfortunately, owing to swamps and lakes, these
roads are only naseable from January to April. The mines of
Craigie Creszk alone account for about three-quarters of the
nroductlon of the whole Willow Creek District up to the end of
1u24, and the proportion will likely be mere in thelr favor at
the end of the present sszson. Production has a clo°e relation
to the number of men actually engaged in mining and to the
inwards tonnage.

We earnestly oommend your favorable consideration and
action in this oonnectlén. o o

(signed by various mine operators and owners)
- }
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70 The Alaska koad Commission:

We, the undersigned Mine operators and Mining
property owners, in the VWestern of that part of the Willow
Creek Digtrict of which the drainage is to the big Susitna
river, respectfully reguest the construction of a rosd
possible of all the year round use, which the extension
to Craiggie Ureek on our side of the Livide of the present
excellent road from lWasilla by Way of Fish Hébk Creek
is pote. | |

We submit our requeét is reasonable bhecause:

(1) The Wesilla Fish Hook road on its extension over

the High Range between the watershe® of the two Susitna

Rivers crosses a pass 400d high and the consequent snow

conditioﬁs caugses freighting to stop‘early in the autumn

and to open late in the summer. Even at thiskdaté

(July 15th.) a wagon cannot'be driven through. The load mme¥ be
transferrecd to & sleigh to cross the deep snow at the summit

and re-transferred again at the other side to anothef wggon

As late 2s the miidle of this June fréight had to be |

handled through this pass by dog team.

(2) |
Owing to this being the only summer road the

pass is often travelled when there is danger from Snow
clides and if this practice persists there will be loss

of 1ife. A roaed where there would be no slides and with
no high swnmit could be constructed from Wasilla or some
more Northern point on the Railway to our District.

And such a road would serve not only the operating proper-
ties on Grubstake and Cralggie but such other creeks as
Shorty, Purches and Peters where there are many prospects
waiting development. All the above mentioned streams are
tributaries of Willow Creek which gives its name fo the
whole Digtrict.

(3)

We have done the pioneer wiork of opening up

this District in building winter roads following the
natural route on this side of the Livide and over which

the main tonnage used invopening up and operating the

several properties has been hauled; but, unfortunately,
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(Alaska Road Commission F2)
owing to swamps and lakes these rozds are only passable
from January to April. The llines . of Craiggie Creek
alone account for about three quarters of the pkoduction
of the whole Willow Creek District up to the end of 1924
and the proportion will likely be more in their favor
at the end of the present season. Production hasg a
close relation to the number of men actually engaged in
mining end to the inwards tonnage.

We earnestly comme'nd your favorable corsider-

ation and ection in this connection.

Cwner or Operator . Name of Propert
P
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, SIGNAL CORPS, UNITED STATES ARMY
WASHINGTON-ALASKA MILITARY CABLE AND TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

| ‘ TELEGRAM
NUMBER TIME FILED ' CHECK
SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: ' » Valdez, aug. 30, 1922;

R. G, Southworth;
Nenana, , o . _ :
' : - Yours lot Springs trail definite action.

"inadvisable now will in"westilg;a.terart freeszeup and if desirable

will be glad to consider your aid in cutting‘tljail this winter,

GOTVIALS,

gre Bo¥ LSYBO



AWHV S ‘N ‘sd9od TVNDIS

August 28, 1922
Ha jor Gotwals
- Ancho rage

Following from Kenana City Council R G Southworth ¥ayor quote Kail

trail between Nenana and Hot Springs ocan be shortened near thirty

miles and nearly two days saved by cutting trail direct from Nenana

- to mouth Kantishna River Kenana ready guarantee five hundred dollars
possibly thousand if Alaska Road Commission will undertake woxk this -
year suggest immediate investigation proposed mile saving route also :
- route via Tolovana Koadhouse either would prove great benefit ’
traveling public improve mail service unguote \

e A L &C
IGNAL CORPS, UNITED STATES ARMY o
b TELEGRAM | /
:EIVED AT: HEADQUARTERS SERVICES OF SUFPLY, A.E.F. : (

25451 X M 70 NL 4 EXTRA ' j

AAJOR JOHN C GOTWALLS ) ‘
JUNEAU T e
JATL TRAIL BETWEZN NENANA AND HOTSPRINGS CAN BE SHORTENED NEAR

THIRTY MILES AND NEARLY TWO DAYS SAVED BY CUTTING TRAIL Ce
JIRZCT FROM NENANA TO MOUTH KANTISHNA RIVER NENANA READY GUARANTEE

") VE HUNDRED DOLLARS POSSIBLY THOUSAND |F ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JILL UNDERTAKE WORK THIS YEAR SUGGEST IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION . -
2R0POSED MILE SAVING ROUTE ALSO ROUTE VIA TOLOVANA RGADHOUSE EITHER [
JOULD PROVE GREAT BENEFIT TRAVELING PUBLIC IMPROVE MAIL SERVICE
NENANA CITY COUNCIL,R G SOUTHWORTH MAYOR /
b15p



Juneau, XXLAXXX April 1, 1918

President of the Eoard.

Hon. Chas. A. »ul»er “ele, nse fron Alauka, Fasnington.
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dy dear Hr. Sulzer: N i
\\A‘ P - .
l. In reply to your letter of larc gégl. I wish to suoy

that in regard to the wintér trail on Lhe” fukon between Zagle

and Jort Gitton, the Road Compission nad never considered the

staking or improvement of thisx tra as a justifiable expendi-

ture. The maill ssrvice between\f son and Circle and tetween

Cirele and Fort Yukon is only a,~rec1a1 service of inconsider-

atle amount. The mail on these utes is carried by contract h‘*@
and whatever work was nscesaa i staking or otherwise facili- .NQ (M
tating mail, has teen done by the aail carriers and presumably - -
its cost has teen included Yn the pPrice paid ty the Post 0ffice &
Departoent for carrying t mail. Agide from the mail, the
travel on these routes is/very lighty My understanding is that
the winter mail service /fetween Fort Yukon and Fort Gitlon was
discontinued several yehars ago. Hampdrt, I believe, is the
only point on this styetch which has a\winter mail service, and
this is from Hot ISprings.

J
2« The roadsjﬁé maintain in that dijxtrict, with tentative
allotments for-t@is season, are as follows:
¥4

Routex 9 - Rumpartelureka Road 3500.00
" 011 - lagle-lorty dile Road 1000.00
W 15 - Circle-ifiller House Hoa 3000.00
" 16 = Chautanika-diller House Aoad 150.00
" 17 - ‘ort Gibbvon-Xaltag Trail 300.00
* .5 . Lgter-Tort Gibbon uled Road 500 Q0

TOtal = = = = = = = = = = = = = « - = %5450 00

e will do the Lest we can for these people as soon as the
w@ather permitis,

3. In regurd to the Prince of *ules Island Road, we will
put 5000.0Q on this work this season if we possidbly can, and
I wish %o assure you fuat we will use every effort to take care
of this work. Ue have made an allotment of 3500.00 for the
project, tut we all know this amount will not accomplisn very



much. I have arranged with Mr, Weigle to¢ take his Ioreman
Swenning atout July lst if we can find the funds.

4, I gﬁgf;:ped to texs care of this road through/the
Department of Agricul ture, but the Territorial Roag 'law is so
worded that they are not permitted to cooperate with us an

a basis which wgiiépermit the 0ffice of Public ad funds

to be used. In sddition to this complication, the policy of
the Department of“Agriculture is not to start/any new work
unless it has a helpful bearing on the war gituation. In
another year we hope\the law will be changgd so that the
Territorial Road Commigslon can join forcés with us.

5. All of our tentaldive allotments /are conditioned on our
securing the $100,000. appropriation Ahich General Richardson
has asked for. If we shoWld happen to miss this we will cer-
tainly bve in bad shape financially

With best wishes to yhursélf, Mrs. Sulzer and the young

man,
atfully yours,
WHW/GHS Captkin,Bngrs.,U.S.R.
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. SIXTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, ( - S -
IQHH A, MOON, TENMN., CHAIRMAN.
THOMAS M. BELL, GA, HALVOR STEENERSON, MINN,
WILLIAM E. COX, IND, MARTIN B. MADDEN, ILL,
ARTHUR B, ROUSE, KY. WILLIAM W. GRIEST, PA,
FRED L. BLACKMON, ALA.  IRA G, COPLEY, ILL, m : -~
EOWARD E. HOLLAND, VA. CHARLES M. HAMILTON, N. Y, nmntdtpp nn ﬂ]? ﬁnﬁt @ﬁi{p aﬂh ﬁuﬁt ﬂuahg’

OARLIEL 4. GRIFFIN, N. Y,
PETER F, TAQUE, MASS.
EUGENE 8LACK, TEX.

CALVIN DEWITT PAIOE, MASS,
HARRY C. WOODYARD, W. VA,

C. WILLIAM RAMOETER: fomn. fouge of Regeesentatives, Huited States,

WILLIAM A, AYRES, KANS. ROBERT 0. HEATON, PA,

CHARLES H, RANDALL, CAL. CHARLES A. SULZER, ALASKA

BRUGE F, §TERLING, PA.

Washington, B. @.
ISHAM P, BYROM, CLERK.
CHARLES E. BRUCE, ASST. CLERK,

March 12, 1918
CAS/RH

alaska Road Commission,

Juneaggilaska.
My d:a \Capt. Waugh:

,

I am in receipt of a letter $fowm lr. Joseph

Roumaker of’Q&rcle, Alaska, statine thdt the conditions

areverysevere\in traveling up and wn the Yukon from

at the government make
(o]

dagle to TFort bbon and urzing

improvements on t roads along this maill
route.

If there ¢ apfthing you can do in this connec-

tion I feel it would ?? of great benefit to the interior
country. ‘ |
ﬁay L Ffso call your attention to the necessity
of improving th ;road on Pr~nce of Wﬂales Island and I hope
sone satisfac+%§; arrangemgnf3has been worked out whereby
this ro=d mg& be put in pro;eracondition.
f‘ﬁith kind personal rekxards and wishing you every
d , ,

success,  believe me,

ce s
Sincerely yours:.

oL s

Delegate from alaska.
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BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
VALDEZ, ALASKA

Fairbanke, Alasia, Mareh 24th., 1916.

From!: R, J. Sommere, Superintendent.

To: J.C.Menaffey, Engineer Offieer of the Board.

Subject: Petition for road work at Ameriean.

1. Ineloced herewithkh ies a peultion from the Citizens of
American Creek Mlning Distriet for the improvement of the road
from Ameriean Creeg\to Fish Lake Landing, a distanee of about N
three and one half milee. This road ies a portiocn of route 5. ~
- Ameriean Creek is a esmall mining ecamp and produces approximately
$oO 000, annually. All%freight for,this eamp during summer season
comes by way of Fish La'e Landlng,’whlch is the head of light k%
navigation. I am 1nformea that light draught gasoline launcee N
bring from 5 to 10 ton barges to this 1and1ng and from thenece ‘
the freight is traneporte&%rﬁfwagone tc Ameriean Creel.
2, In view of th3§fact that +thie road ies a part of route
5, I recommend and requests agﬁhor1+y to spend from three to five

hundred dollare of the ys arly%allotment of route 5, for summer
improvements of this portion a{ the route. : :
rd '

J %
i+ 1
;:"f ‘\ ﬁ /lfw
s 3 Ségjiintendent.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

e Eodph B Gutiole,
Foverd, Alseikn.

_— 33.1'1-‘

You xre hareby sppolated lmapector fur tha Alasks Rosd
Comslualon, to sowvs without compessation. You will arrange to
ushe, 2t A ¢6¥ly date, an inspsciion of the Alsaks Bond (ome
zisedon trail Hom lawing to Isasie )

Tou will spply W Lve saton Zide st Leward for the
nesasaiyy dog team, nushsr, and aguipsent reguirsd for Coe trip.
Be will slso supply you with the asocemry ransgortetion to snd
mmw&mmm&w

gpon cosplotion of ﬁa&a Wty of luapection you saxx'
pubakt & report o e suserintandent of s Soutimustern
mmz.mm This vapord should follow the furs of tie
s W Y Ty SNV L w&‘ Etm, &wwﬁt 1%¥ wm
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WAR DEPARTMENT /,:L/ﬂ

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Decembe; 11, 1924,

—

Sukject:  Kensri-Russian River Trail, Route 55. "~ 4 . /3. .

Hy

}-

Majcr Lunsford E. Qliver, Engr. Off

sJunewau, Alaska.

3
o]

cer,

1. The winter work on the atove route has now
teen completed, and the fundzs are exhaucted, This
work congisted of cutting 7+ miles of winter trail
8 feet wide from Mile 19,(from Kenai), where the first
relief catin is situsted to Mile 26+ at upper Moose
River. The trail over thiz distance formerly followed
the course of Moose River on the ice; the upper
end of this stream hod occasionzl 2ir holes in the
ice and the entire stresm was subject to serious
overflow wt «ny time. The new trail crosses the stream
on s 24 foot mud sill bridge with 6 eizht inch peeled
stringers, which was #lso tuilt from these funds, and .
kKeeps the right 1limit of the stresm to tne point
vhere it coanects withh the old trail,

2, This 74 miles of trail, including the bridge,
was done at a cost of § 674.50, including all over-
head, or $ 89.94 per mile. '

3. The next step in the improvement of this route
is the changing of the tr«il tetween Miles 5C and 53%
where the trail crosses seven lakes, several of which
have very steep tanks. Most of this 24 miles requires
grading. It is estimated that this work can te done
for & maximum of & 2500; that is, make 2 good pack or
double ender trail with 211 clearing 8 feet wide and

necegssary grading six feet wide.

4, Another improvement in this district which the
Alaska Road Commission, thru me, has Teen zsked to make
is the construction of & pack &nd doukle ender trail
from ile 5%, Route 55, to the east end of Skilak Lake,

a distance of 6% miles, rough estimated cost $ 2500.

Tho there is no tonnage coming out of this secticn, there
are several people living on the lake, @nd the trail if
constructed would te used bty them, ty prospectors and

ty numerous hunting parities which go into that section-
annually.

Yours very truly,

Tawley ¥/ ling, Supt.

- HTH/ST



KARL THEILE
EX-OFFICIO SECRETARY
OF ALASKA

To:
From:

Subject:

relative

Board of

Bes : -

D! ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

——

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
FOR THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA ’ AY/E;jL/

April 30, 1924.

Col. James J, Steese,
Territorial Board of Road Commissioners,
Kenai~Russian River Trail

2,
W=

?
Referring to your letter of Aprill924

to the Kenai-Russian River Trail, the Territorial

Road Commissioners, at its meeting held April 29, 1924,

agreed to take no action regarding allotment of funds for this

project uwntil Mr. Sommers, its engineer, make a personal examina-

tion..
e T wm“;,;.:.‘;:“:}
[ ALA;KA RBAD conMIssien Yours very truly,
JUNEAU ALASKA
MAY 1 1924 »ﬁ///iz;j;/’/”?
FILE N ) ~”,,,w1;§9
” e a3

Secretary, Territorial Board of
Rozd Commissioners -

% — H'/s/




April 24, 1924

Toerritorial Board of Road Commissioners
Junaau,. Alaska :

Subjectt Henal-Russiasn River Trail.

Gentlemen:

Recelpt is aoknowledged of your letter of the 12th
ultimo enclosing a létter from Uenator R« B. Chamberlin to Governor
Bone, dated February 16, 1924, snd letter of petition from G« Ve
Palmer and resldents of Xonal to Senator Chamberlin, dated January
a, 1924.

During the past winter the Alaska Road Commission pere
formed substantial work upon this trail as followss

&+ Two new sheltar cabins at Mile 12 and lle 37 respectively,
from Kenal.

be One 0ld cabin at Mile 46 repaired.
. 0s 18 miles new trall out, average width 9 f£t.

d. 27 mnes old trail widened, avera.ge 5 £t.

0f the above work the Territory was charged with *7.;0.00
for the shelter cabins, and the Divisional Chairman waa charged ;359.25
for the trail worik. Up to March 31, 1924, the Alaska Road Commission
had paid bYillg on ascount of this work aggregating $5,240496. Additional
vouchers thon in transit aggrogata 52,272.37.

This trail is now in good condition excapt for the followings

a. Grading sidehill for double ender, Miles 47 - 50, (4 milaes)
6 ft. wide.

be Grading pitches in and out of several lakas.

0. Cutting new trall sdven miles long to avold overflaws on iloose
Croolt.

The grading should be done this summer season, 1924, and the other work
should be done next wintor.



WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

JUNEAU, ALASKA

Anchorage, Alaska,
February 13, 1924,

SURJECT: Kenai-Russian River trail.

TO: Mr. Ike P. Tarlor, Asst. ungr.,
uuneau Alas a.

'l. Work on this trail being completed I have the
following information to offér for the annual report after
making a trip over the route,

a- Two new shelter cabins, each 14 by 16, log
and ¢overed with poles dirt and corrugated
iron; one door , two windows, sheet iron
stove with 5 joints pipe in each; the first
at Mile 19 from Kenai and the second at Mile
37 from Kenai.

b- @ne old cabin at Mile 46,( privately ovned =
prospectors cabin,; pral permission granted
to use a8 shelter cabin), braced, chinked,
new sheet ircn stove and 5° JOlnts ripe put
in , and roofed m1th corrugated iron.

c- 18 miles new urall cut, averesge width 9§ feet.
d- 27 " old trail widened an average of 5 feet.

2. This trail is now in good condition except for three
very steep, short pitches getting into and out of lakes which
need grading, and four miles, ( Miles 47 to 50 inclusive)
which was located on sidehill with the intention of grading
tut which has never teen graded; estimated cost this work
$ 2000. I will say, however, that this trail is rarely used
Tty anyone except the mail carrier, who makes only four round
trips XX®EK during the winter, and for the present I would
not recommend thht the work te done.

3. Tor the above work $ 750 was aplot%ed to tuild the =
cabins and 4 5000 alloted for the trail, all of which was
used., The total amount charged to this work, .including office

overhead, is 3 7513 33,

Yours very truly



WAR DEPARTMENT

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE

JUNEAU, ALASKA
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEF .R
KARL THEILE —

EX<QFFICIO SECHREKTARY . OFF]CE OF THE SECRETARY

OF ALASKA
FOR THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA

JUNEAU. ALASKA

March 12, 1924.

Boarg of Road Commissioners for Alaska,

Juneau, Alaska.

Gentleﬁmen:

This B‘oard is in receipt of letters .relativo to
the need for continuing the work on the Kenal road between
the town of Kenal on Cook'!s Inlet and Copper Creek on the
Kenal River.

Will you kindly advise the Territorial Board
what amount of money would be required to complete this road
and whether or not you would be willing to cooperate with the
Territory, and to what extent.

Yours very truly,

F .
; g %g A:ﬁ? %/

¢
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E. BE. CHAMBERLIN i Fhdedlod N
Third Division -~ + - - . FISHDRIES GAME AN!
Alaska Territorial Legislature AGRICULTURE

Seward, Alaska
Seunate Chamber FC"‘, 11924

Jusean, Alaska

CJ v’umﬁlvi{:S 03’-1171::

Seward, Als ska, Feorvary 16, 1924

e ™ -
ron. Scott C. RBcene
—AV A e o R s
Govarnocr ©Ff Alaszs
Juneau, 41258X3

“nelosed you will find a vnetition and letter in
rererance to the continuance ¢t the —ork cn the %Ysnai road
betwe=n the to=m ~7 ¥Xenai cn Cook's Inlat ant Cconar {reak
cn the “a2nai river, . i

During the »ast year an 2voprovnriation was made by
the Alackza doad Commigeion and L belisve joined in D7 ths
Territory as 2 jJjcint orojsct in building shelter cabians an?
cutting ont a2 road for winter traffic in crder to Zarilitate
the delivery of mail and also to give relief to the citizens

£ ¥enal, ons of the oldest communities in this vart of Alaska
who aave had no road out in the winter-time.

The Alaska Road Commissicn has just complsted ths ex-
penditure of thelr aovnrovnriation ani have m:de good headway but
did not have money enough tv comolate ths work. I know of no
road nrcject in Alaska that will be 0f so nuch benefit To the
peonle as the further continuznce of worz c¢cn this road. There
are unwards ¢f 5UQ people in Xenai section wmich this projsct
mill benefit, They have been endeavorinz for ysars to get
2 road and last year L was abls tc inter~st the Alaszka Road
Commigssion and the Yerritorizl Board in the »rodect. when the
Territorial funds ars made un for this year L heone an awnnropria-
ticn will b2 m2de to centinue this 7ori.

Phe dtarr mill be in tonight 2an: if there iz Tinme I
am asecetinz to see Xarl Yheile eanroute tce Juneau.

Tnzngine you in advanoce, [oen

Very rocaectiully,
4 B
_‘nC Lo R B RSl ] “{
- I e W
—_ - : S . ; i -
SEC/T T e e 1 u,Awto; Third tivicic
} L ) -
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G «W.PALMER
KENAI Alaska,Jan,31st, 1G24
Hon, Al,Chamberlein

SEWARD Alacska.

Petition is enclosed for appropriation on the
FENAI ~ SEWARD road.
You was kind enocugh to get this maitter started
last winter:will You kindly continue the good‘work.

. Considerable work has been done this wintef,
but the appropriation has been used up and work has just
been discontinued.

Thanking You in advance, I anm

—"X Very Truly Yours.

P



KENAI Alaska,January 21st, 1324
TO WHC: IT NMAY CONCERN.
We the undersigned,residents of
(ENAI Alaska,petition for én appropriation for work on
the road,ﬁetween KENAI and SEWARD:some work has been done on
thié road,the present winter and to mske the work already

dona2, of much wvalue,it must be continued.

7 p
ey
g l;«_/ \"/ f *"/ ”l toio?
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XXXXXXALXXZIXXX
Anchorage, Alaska,
- Deocémber 14, 1923, .

¥r, H.d, Sterling,
sup”inb@ndant. AOR‘OQ p'
Anchoraga, Alaska.
Dear Sir:

Reference your lettar December 12th, additional allotment for

Kenai~Ruasian Biver Trail, you are adviséd that no poséi‘oility eii sts

for extending the prasent gllatment in soocordancs with your lsiter, Carry
out action to keep the experditures within the amount noted.

Yows btruly,

Bnglneer VOff.i cer.

\




SUEJLECT:

TO:

WAR DEPARTMENT

. ,:1‘; 7.1 .

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA L Lsp 19
. el

JUNEAU, ALASKA “«,;;w:

Anchorage, Alaska.
December 12, 1923,

Allotment Kenai-Russian River Trail.

Major John C. Gotwals, Engineer Officer,
Anchorage, Alaska.

1. Allotment 3827, $ 5000, according to the present rate
of progress will Tte sufficient only to complete approximately
two thirds of the work on the above project. $ 2000 additional
is herety requested. On the next mail leaving for Kenai it
is necessary to notify the foreman to either ve back in
Anchorage by January 31lst or that sufficient additional money
has teen alloted to work until the 29th of Fehruary.

Yours vizzziyuly, ,

Hawle terlihg, Supt.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA

DISTRICT OFFICE
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

Aoril 14,1928

REPORT ON WINTER SLED ROAD RETWEEN NENANA AWD TANANA

lajor D.H.Gillette,
Engineer Officer,A.R.C.,
Juneau,Alaska, .

Dear Sir:

Following is a report of conditions on the sled road from
Nenana to Tanana in accordance with instructions issued to superin-
tendants May 20,1927.

l-=Length of road:

This road has been accurately chained and mile posts put up from

Nenana to Tanana and the distance was found to be 13p.C5 miles from the’

Post Office at Nenana to the old Army Post at Ft.Gibbon,(Tenana). This
mail route takes in all of Route 5B (Nenana-Campbells) and the portion
of Route 5A (Dunbar-Ft.Gibbon) from Campbells to Ft.Gibbon. The mileage
runs continuously from Nenana to Ft.Gibbon. Campbells is at Mile 16.5
on the Dunbar-Ft.Gibbon road.

2~~Distances between shelter cabins or other shelters

Mile O-- Nenana REEXXREXIEEX Cooney Hotel & Dog Kennels,several
independent restaurants.

19 miles

" 19-— 0ld Minto Tel.Station{abandoned) Road house
11.37 miles

" 30,37-=Jobkn Campbell s Roadhouse,store,stable & kennels.
20 13

" 50,50L<fda Martins Roadhouse,store,stables & kennels
18.10 miles

" 68.60--Dugzan Creek Roadhouse,barn & kennels
10.90 miles

" 79.50-~Hot Springs,Hotel & kennels,also Post Office & Radio Sta.

- 5.65 miles
" 25.15--~ Mouth Slough,Roadhouse & Barn ‘
10.05 miles
" 95, O--Noodchonper Store,P.0.,Stable & Kennels.
10,80 miles
"lO6--;1shLake ,Roadnouse,stable & kennels
10.00 miles

"116-- Long Lake,Roadhouse,stable,& kennels
14.75 miles

#130,75=~ Roadhouse,store,P.D.,Radio Sta.,barns & kenife

FrL Ban 6SYE0

L4 Sy
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-2~ Henana-Tanana, Co.
3--General ruling grade

This guestion may better be answered by dividing road into sections.

Section from Nenana to Tolovana,Mile O to Mile 50 5 1
Ruling Grade is level, Slough crossings 7%
Section from Tolovana to Duggan Creek,Mile 50.5 to Mile 68.40. 2

Ruling Grade 6%

Section from Duggan Creek to llouth of olouﬁh Yile 68.60 to 85.15 3
Ruling Grade level,Slough Crossings 7%

Section from Mouth of olough to oodchonper,iile 85.15 to 99.90 4
Ruling Grade &%.

Section from Noodchopper to Long Lake,Mile 95.20 to 116 5
Ruling grade 6%
Section from Long Lake to Tanana,Mile 1156 to Mile 131.05 6

Ruling Grade is level,Slough & river crossinss 7%
Yoioximum grade encountered and length.

Section 1:

Six slough crossings with a max grade of 159 for 100'or 1200!
Section 2:

1007 of 20% and 200' of 15%,311 stream and slough crossings.
Section 33

200! of 15% and 200! of 13%crossing Duggan Creek.

Section Ut

Hot Springs Hill,l.2 miles plus 10% ,1000%of nlus 15%,4000"

minus 12% and lOOO'o* minus 189
Section 5

LoO* of 15%
Section 6 :
4oo! of 15%,200' of 20% crossing Yukon

S--ilaximum Load that can be hauled with a 2 horse team.

Cne ton is a good load to take right through although it
would be more advantageous to take two sleds with a ton load
on each and relay where necessary.

6--Can relocation be made to reduce or avoid the absve maximum grade and
reduce it to a general ruling grade question If so how and what cost:

Section 1:
3By lengthening runways to sloughs,estimated cost $2500
Section 2
Lengthening runways to creeks & sloughs,estimated cost $1006
Section 3
Lengthening Runways to creeks & sloughs,estimated cost $1300
Section U
Re10catlng 2bout 6 miles of sidehill road ,increasing distance
about 3% miles., This would practically all be on a slope ran-~
ging from 10 to 4O degrees ,character of ground is mostly
earth & gravel,clearing would be medium heavy. Estimated cost
313,000 to zrade a road about 10! wide. This would be an
improvement on the Hot Snrings- Sullivan “ree’s wagzon road.
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Section 5

gt ‘

f ~3- 1enana~Tanana,Cont 1ted o

Lengthening runways,Zstimated cost $1200

Section 6

Lengthening runways,Bstimated cost $1700

7—-Any new bridges required question

Yes

g Any mew bridges require renewal question

Yes

O9~~Is grading of steep aoproaches needed at streams not requiring dbridges

This work has been adequately taken care of to meet present
conditions.As stated above grades could be lessened Zm if longer
approaches were made. However one new anproach will be necessary
this year at Mile 33,others need cleaning out periodically.This
has been arranged estimated cost for season 5100.

10--If bridges required,state type and svan,distance to nearest suitable

timbers,and esUlnated cost of bridae.
A reﬁlacemenu is needed at once at American Creex Mile 102.15.

””/,;i;PThis bridge has been in place 1l years and timbers were small and

7

unpeeled.This consists of one 24! spen and 15' of apvroach on each
end,all on frame vents. Nearest available timber about U4 miles.
Es+1mated cost $175.00.

The following other bridges will need replacement inside of 4.

years:
Smoky Creek,Mile 61.20,88' vpile trestle,Estimated cost $1000
Woodchopper Creek,lile 95.15,20! crid abuts. " " 125
Boulder Creek " 109.75, 348 " - 300

There are Y4 bridges within the original city limits of Tanana
that are in very poor condition. These weeg maintained by the
city of Tenmnm until the time of its dis-incorporation in 1927.

One of these bridges can be repaired to last another 4 yrs.
at an estimated cost of 3400 . The others could be filled and
culverts installed at an estimated cost of $1200. This work is
not absolutely necessary as 2nd street could be used in an emer-
gency,There is only one bridge on this street and that is in good
condition.

A 160! suspension bridge for single horses and double enders
was recommended for Duzgan Creek,ile 68.6 mithrfuiizparitculsrsxx
xxxamnaxzzﬁxhyzaxﬁaka:isﬁxkamﬂmnumuxi in a letter dated Feb.l3
1927 ,containing full particulars and accompanied by a sketch.This
gstream opens early and freezes late and has to be crossed in boats
during that period. It is still considered a worthy project by mail
carriers.

1l--Does road drift or glacier badly in any oplaces question If so can

relocation be made to avoid guestion

It can be safely said that 509 of this road is subject to #xx:
drift with little chance to immrove by relocation. There is one
bad glacier at Mile 85.30 that is taken care of by a high bridge.

12--.Is route located on stream or lake aquestion If so is such location

objectional and can it be avoided question



13-~Are

I Tenana~Tanana, Cou..nued

About 15 miles of this road is located on lekes,sloughs and streams.
‘Therever necessary alternate land routes are provided for use when water
is not frozen.

there niggerheads,rocks,stumps,brush ete. which require removal questio
These conditions have been fairly well taken care of. Any improvement
would be of little value to present needs,

14-_That is condition of shelter cabins and stoves gquestion

15--If

Yo shelter cebins,road adequately served by roadhouses.
additional shelter cabins needed give location and estimate of cost
Hone needed as lonf as roadhouses are kept open and this condition i
likely to prevail fazze for some time to come.

16--Yhat is character and amount of traffic on this route question

17-~Can

Intire route is used principally as a trunk mail line from Wenana
to points along the Tanana and points on the Tukon below Tanana and to
the Seward Peninsula. Un to now horses have been used to carry mail,

a load of 1200 leaving ilenana bi-weekly. It is contemplated to use kizh
light caternillars on the portion of this run from Nenana to Tolovana
next season, If this is done it will be in the nature of an experiment,
as it is doubtful if the amount of tonnage to haul will justify their
use, The American Creek Dredging Co. have made several trips over
the road from Nenana to American Creek. This was emergency work,The
company having failed to land the supnlies necessary at Hot Syrings
oy boat. There is a considerable amount of dog team travel on this
road,practically all being of a passenger nature. This is growing less
on account of airplane travel. Short portions of this road are used
here and there for wood hauling and hauling supnlies from points on
‘the Tanana where they have been landed by boat.
this route be used at all as a summer route,either as a wagon road
or trail,and if so is it so used question

Only portions are thus used or could be used.
As follows:

Mile 88.15 to0 89.10 Is a good wagon road except for heavy grades.
Is part of the Hot Syrings-Sullivan Creek Road Route 22. and is
used considerably to haul freight from Mouth of Slough to Tofty
and Woodchopver.

Mile 104.75 to 127.10,could be used for light traffic with wagon
but is scarcely used of late years.

Mile 123.50 to 131.10 is used as a wagon road and could be used
for light mototr traffic.

Respectfully submitted

H.G.Haslem
Asst.Supt.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMM!éSlONERS FOR ALASKA

SHREXRCXALBERRL

Anchorage, Alaska,
Mar. 19, 1923.

Subject: Russian Rivere-Kenai Reconnaissance.
. W

To: Engineer O0fficer of the Board.

1. The reconnaisssance was made during the month
of March, 1923. Fifteen days time.required from March 1lst
to 15th inclusive. Employed one man as guide, also one
dog team consisting of three dogs and one light sled. Small
amount of provisions was also purchased and used on the
trip. .
Made the trip in four days each way actual
traveling time from Moose Pass to Kenai and from Kenai re-
turning to Moose Pass. Two days snow shoeing was required
on each way of the trip, this being due to a very heavy

- snow storm and winds.

Snow conditions from Moose Pass Station, U. S.
Railroad to Kenai. The snow at Moose Pass is approximately
four feet deep, The snow down along Kenai Lake and the
upper Kenai River is one foot six inches deep. Then as
we approached Kenai town the snow was deeper measuring
about four feet on an average. The winter 1922-1923 has

to fourteen inches.

Seven days were spent making side trips from the
main lineg of travel, The present line of travel in many
sections of the trail should be changed to a new location
in the timber rather than to be located on the sloughs, -,
creeks, rivers and lakes, which are late to freeze up
and often early to open up in the spring; also requiring
every one who travels to break trail every trip they make.
through the open country. .

There is very llttle cut ting or marking of trail
to guide the travelers and during a snow or wind storm it

been one of much snow fall in the vicinity of Kenai. The
average snow fall this section of the country is twelve

1is very dangerous to travel. The trail can be shortened.

The approximate distance as now traveled estimated to be
one hundred five miles, also estimated the route can be
shortened approximately twenty miles thusimaking the entire
distance from Moose Pass to Kenail approximately eight five
miles and under favorable conditions the trip could be
made in three days travel.

There are several cabins along the trail that
can be used for shelter, also along the central part of

My

/
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part of the trail the mail carrier erected two shelter tents
12' X 12' and provided them with stoves. This is done each
winter and provides very good shelter for the general travel,
however there should be erected several log shelter cabins,
about fourteen by twelve feet with one door and one window
and a pole roof covered with twelve inch layer of moss and
then covered with corrugated iron.

Feginning at Moose Pass or mile one of the Moose
Pags-Sunrise trail which begins at MNile twenty nine U. S.
Railroad, Lknroute for Kenai the travel is upon a lightly
constructed wagon road to Mile eight and one half where
the travel turns out $¢ the left across a small lake, call-
ed Mud Lake, then the travel continues down a small creek
in a canyon, which is called bear Creek, then from Eear
Creek the travel continues down a much larger creek valley
called Quartz Creek. After traveling down Quartz Creek Valley
the trail then crosses the lower end of Kenai Lake. The
trail whiéh is traveled from where it turns out of the Moose
Pass-Sunrise Road at Mile eight and one half to the lower
end of Kenai Lake is seven and one half miles and has
neverr been cut out for a dog team, only as the travelers
tnemselves have been forced from time to time to cut away
a wind fall tree or occasionally a drooping willow or
alder that would catch the sled or load thereon.

This section of the trail should be cut out for
dog teams and double enders, the brush and trees are
quiet thick and some places heavy timber is to be encoun-
tered. Estimate the cost cutting this section of seven
and one half miles trail $450.00. Six small bridges at
fifty dollars each, three hundred dollars. Total cost
$750.00.

Shelter cabins on this section, There is a home-
steader at the junction of the Moose Pasgss-Sunrise wagon
road where travelers are welcome to step, also about four
miles up Quartz Creek from Kenai Lake there is a log cabin
approximately 12% X 16' equiped with stove and etc. The
cabin is in first class condition. _

The usual travel goes from mile 23 U S. Railroad,
or Roosevelt over the ice down Kenai Lake to the lower end,
underunvarying conditions, There are some years the Kenai Lake
does not freeze safe to travel on, also the lake is very
late to freeze up. For the above mentioned conditions the
trail should go by the way of Moose Pass, therefor assur-
ing early and late travel with safety each year.

The RBRureau of Public Roads have made a survey fér
a wagon road from Mile 84 on the Moose Pass wagon road
to the lower end of Kenai Lake, however there has been
nothing further done to relieve conditions this section
of the trail, had the money which was expended for mak-
ing the wagon road survey been expended on the winter
sled road this section the situation would have been
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much relieved, also the wagon road survey could have been
made -later, during the summer months the Kenai Lake affords
excellent water transportation to and from the lower eng
of the lake to the railroad and connects at Mile 23. There-
for the sled trail is much more in need than the wagon road
at present. “

Here at the lower end of the Kenai Lake the wagon
road survey crosses the lake and continues down the south
side of the river, for several conditions the survey for
the wagon road should have continued down the north side of
the Kenai River, and not crossed at the lower end of Kenai
Lake.

From the lower end of Kenai Lake on the north bvank
near Quartz Creek mouth, the winter trail crosses Kenai Lake
and continues down the south bank ai’distance of about three
miles to the lower landing station, where Louis Bell and a
Mr. Fuller each have a large comfortable well constructed
cabin, also some outhouses for dog shelter; and who are
always willing to accommodate travelers. Then about one
and one half miles below Mr. Bell's place there’ are three
other cabins where travelers can also stop. From this lower
landing the Bureau of Public Roads have constructed a light
wagon road for a distance of approximately 5% miles along
the south bank of the Upper Kenai River, Then crossing the
river near Schooner Bend, this crossing consists three
-seventy foot pony Howe Truses constructed of native timber
also one hundred feet of trestle approach, pile driven
vents, width of bridge twelve feet. This structure was
erected in the fall and winter 1920. Then the lightly con-
structed wagon road continues down the north side of the
upper Kenai River for a distance of approximately two miles.
From the end of the graded wagon road azparrow right of way
has been cut along the foot hills and a very narrow trail
graded along the steep banks and holding to the bench
flats where ever possible, for a distance of four miles.

At this point the trail turns north and leaves
the river and follows up a small creek then through a low
pass on to a deep lake about one mile long and three eighek
mile wide. From where the trail eaves the Kenal River
and continuing up the small creek to the lake a distance of
four miles the right of way has been cleared and not graded
this section should be graded as it is very difficult to
travel along a hillside early in the fall of the year and
nowsnow for the sled to run on also to keep the same from
turning over. There are several very narrow places of the
grade section along the Kenai River bank on the north dide.
Then after arriving at the north end of the lake in the
low passwwhere the mail carrier has a shelter tent erected,
and makes this his headquarters for one of the daily runs
on his trip each way.

Estimated cost of repairs and reconstruction this
trail section from the léhing on lower Kenai Lake to the
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shelter tentiin the low pass whi¢h is a distance of approxi-

mately fifteen miles. Four miles of widening the grade

for sleds at. some of the narrow points. Estimates $300.00

per mile making total cost widening the trail $1,200.00. -

Estlmate grading hillside for sled road at for sled road
$500.00 per miles will make a total $2,000.00 for grad-

1ng this section.

Then from the tent in the low pass on toeKenai a
distance by way of the present trail approximately seventy
miles continues through a low swamp, and lake country. This
section of the trail should be relocated through the timber
section, and well cut out and tripoded where same is laid
out across sloughs or lakes. BSome ten or twelve miles of
this trail follows down Moose River which is a winding
sluggish stream and does not freeze up very solid also
over flows and causes much trouble, The entire trail canc
e well located in the timber. ZEstimated cost of cutting
this section of the trail for dog sleds at sixty dollars
per mile and seventy miles to be cut out would equal
$4,200.00 total cost including all necessary small bridges.

There should be three new shelter cabins constructed
between Moose River and Upper Kenai River, estimate cost
of the cabins $250.00 each, making a total cost $750.00

Estimated cost of repairs and construction of winter
sled trail from Moose Pass Station at Mile 29 U. S. Railroad
through to Kenai which would be for the use of dog teans,
also horses and double enders could be used on this trail
from time to time as such should be rquired, the amount would
be $8,900.00 to be expended as reported herein.

The work from Moose Pass Station to where the trail
leaves the upper Kenai River is included in the Bureau of
Public Roads district. Should any work e considered the sec-
tion between Moose Pasgs road and Kenal Lake is mést needed
and should be cut out first, then the next section of this
trail should ke the first seventy miles out of Kenai Station
also, three shelter cabins. Then last of all the central
part of the trail and road along the upper Kenai River.

' Should at any time a wagon road be considered the same
should be constructed along the north side of the upper Kenai
River down to Skilak Lake then along the north side of
Skilak Lake to the Lower Kenai River to the mouth of of Moose
River, and a one hundred fifty foot suspension type bridge
should te used. Then the road should leave the Lower Kenai
River and take a direct course fof Kenai Station.

The country through this section is ideal for wagon
road construction, Most of the country is dry gravel benches
with some small out croppings solid rock of whiéh is mostly
composed of slate. Istimate the cost constructing wagon road
through this section to cost from seven to ten thousand dollars
per mile. Plenty timber available for all small bridges, as
there would not many be required.
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Under present conditions there has been but very little
work done on the last seventy miles of trail out of Kenai,
should this trail be cut out for travel, eliminating many
short unnecessary crooks and turns which have been created by
driving through the timber dodging trees to eliminate cut-
ting as much as possible. :

_ Should a good trail be cut out , two round trips

per month could be made as easily and cheap as under present
conditionisg andionly making one round trip per month. The
mail contractor has contracted all mail offered, one trip
per month. Heretofor the amount of mail has never exceeded
four hundred pounds, sometimes only one hundred fifty pounds
received. The last trip or March trip the mail carrier
received seven hundred eighty pounds mail mostly parcel post,
The trail being so crooked and narrow, the longest he can
‘use is a ten foot long sled and is very difficult to handle,
also four hundred pounds is about the:limit for the sled in
weight. Therefor the mail carrier was compelled to relay his
mail and it will take him about twenty days to make the

round trip and.will also be about ten days late with the
mail arriving at Kenai. The mail offered each year is increas-
ing very rapidly. ,

The school at Kenai has eighty seven pupils enrolled.
Three teachers employed. OCne church and two stores, also a
U. S. Commissionerts precinct. Two fish cannerys, One owned
by the Northwest Fisheries and the other by the Libby-MeNedlicsg
Company. Roth cannerys to be operated season 1923, Current
‘report. . :
Much fur is produced from traping wild fur bearing
animals also from fur farms which are becoming very numerous,
Reported six new fox farms to start this season. The winter
population of Kenai is estimated at five hundred most of
whom are Russians and native indians. There being rmoi doctor
in Kenai all persons seeking medical aid have to be hauled
out on dog sleds or take chances and wait over until navi-
gation opens so they can be removed by boat to Anchorage or
elsewhere. )

A trail should be cut from Kenai to the Coal Bay of
Homer Post Office, Kachemack EBay, which is a distance of ap-
proximately seventy miles. This would permit coast wise winter
travel also give excess to the many fox farmers and few ranchers
living along the coast. This entire section of the country
is much in need of trails.

Should this trail and road to the Lower Kenai or
Skilak be constructed and repaired it would not only afford
much better travel for the Kenai vicinity, also would help to
open up one of the best game and scenic sections of Alaska.

This is one of the best and largest moose pastures
in Alaska, also the brown and black bear are numerous. This
section affords on of the best hunting grounds in Alaska, both



6.

for local people and the trophy hunters who come to Alaska
and hunt with guides. There are many sections of land in
the Kenai Valley where gettlers can take up homesteads. Roads
and trails would greatly improve this condition.

2. The following is a summary of the estimated cost
of improvements and repairs, advised to be made on this
project, season 1923.

Moose Pass- Kenai Winter Trail.

7% Miles Cutting Trail @ 60.00 450,007\, &

4 " Widening Grade 300.00 1,200.00=

4 " Hillside Grade 500.00 2,000,00

70 " Cutting Sled Trail 60.00 4,200.00 //45 Tl

6 Bridges Small Log 50,00 300.00 7 7, j}/’

3 €@abins New Shelter 250.00 750.00 §%§§“ : »
Total Amount Estimated $ 8,900.00

3. Expenses on the Russian River-Kenai Reconnaissance
were as follows;

15 days hire one man with sled and equipment at

10.00 per day 150,00
Provisions and supplies 16.85
Dog Fish, 60 pounds @ .20 © 12,00
One pair snow shoes : 11,55

Total Expense $ 190.40

4, Enclosed herewith are two maps showing the present
and proposed doeatian of trail from Moose Pass to Kenai.
Rlack lines show present line of travel, while red lines show
proposed new or relocation of trails or roads on both maps.

Map number one is a geological map showing moun-
tainous, and soil regions; while map number two is a forestry
map and shows the forest reserve area in solid color of light
green, in this area the Bureau of Public Roads have charge
of the trail and road construction. The areas shown by olive
green natchuer lines are those which are open and controlled
only by Territorial and Federal Laws other than bureaus, In
these areas the road and trail work is in charge of the Alaska
Road Commission. The orange colored areas are official
withdrawals for military and war purposes.

Respectfully submitted,

by A Frikirss

Walter W. Lukens,
Acting Supt.
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during ice~Jams and then for sometime/this slough is impassatle.
It is 12 to\14! deep about 120' wid¢ and would cost approx-
imately $700.00\ to build. The one vt went out last spring is
said to have beex too low, etc, bu¥ is provatrle that no bridge w
would stay unless\well built and ¥hen anchored by old cables or
wire. .The other bN dge needed ig a bridge for pack horse only.
It is across the ou e above Minto near mile 46. It

and bad banks to get up ully intended to stop and build

this bridge, tut I knew Xha) my allotment was exhausted and as
low 509, I thought it best to con-
d some vertal instructions to the

first of April with horfe an{d sled and put in one or botg of
these bridges more cheAply tign I could do under the weather
condi tions then prevafling. had much stormy and windy weather
while out and some eXtremely co%d on the way in, so much so that
we were forced to uge the road hquses or suffer extreme exposure,
but all arrived in/good shape and\in good health.

I /am very respectfully,

sohn H, Josliny Foreman.

Dec 17, 1918,

N
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[+5{>" ALASKA ROAD COLMISSION
a Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:-

I herewith submit to your honorable body a report

of the work accomplished by me upon the Eaéle, Forty-mile, Seventy-
mile, and Fourth of July trails, also é reconnalssance of O'Brien.
and Polly creeks, as a possible rouﬁe for a main trunk road to
Chicken. There 1s also included a report in detall of the activitx\

in the districts as requested by ybur Ma jor Gotwals.

Eagle and Forty-mile roads and trails.

In Jﬁly I put a small crew of men to work,upoh the winter
reads and pack trails, putting them into good shape for winter
travel. As mueh ground as possible was covered with:-the money at
my command. The high water of the spring caused a wash-dut in the
canyon leading to Gravel Gulch. A repetition of this could be
avolided by a small amount of malntenance work in the spring dur-
ing the high water. Cutting a channel 1in the lce would cost but
a few dollars but would savevhundneds by avoiding an occurénce

of tals kind. I would recommend that this be done.

ﬂ\‘7 - .FQQ oY (3490



Seventy-mile

On my trip to the Seventy-mile I found the trail leading to
Alder Gulch in very bad condition, from Croocked creek up-stréam,
but with the money alloted to this district there 1s now a good
trall leading up-stream to Barney creek. I set aside $100.00 out
of the $1,000.00 alloted for the construction of a fooﬁ-bridge
across the Seventy-mile at Nugget Gulch. This bridge is to be put
in this winter, as there is no way of Qroésing the river at med-
ium high water. Some parties were held up for two days before they
could cross. The possiblility of extending the road to Crooked creek
on the left limit 1is rathef impractical, as there are several
abrupt bluffs which would entall to much expense in getting aroﬁnd
them. There 1s a good base leading up to the»falls upon the right

‘limit>of.Seventy-mile.

Fourth of July

In July I made an 1n§estlgation of the trall leading from .

" Fourth of July to Nation. Good work had been‘ﬁone there with the
small amount of money at Mr. Vanderve?r's command in 1920. This
‘years work will complete the trall to Nation. This wofk not only
‘leads to thelir camp, but is the means of ingress to an extenslive
country lying south of Fourth of July creek. The'mining operations
on Fourth.of July creek will be wprked upon a large scale, and a
road is necessary. The base 1s good and my estimate of construct-
ion will not exceed #500.00 per mile. It is less than ten miles

to the works. I would recommend that this road be constructed if

nogsible in the near future.

-2-



Wade Creek to Walker's Fork and Boundry Line.

In traveling from Wade creek, up Robinson creek, to the ridge
leading to Walkers Fork an easy grade 1s encountered. The road to
Walker's Fork has a very good road-bed, continuing to the boundry
line, and with a small amount of money cbuld be put into good con-
dition. At the time of my visit to Walker's Fork, Mr. Jacobson,
70 13 a2 mining operator in that locality come from Dawson with
a two horse team loaded with 800 lbs. of provisions. He informed
me that the road from the boundry to Dawson was the worst paft. It
1s about 5 miles from Jacobson's to the boundry following the
right limit of Walker's Fork.

Canyon Creek

Phere 1is a veryvgood road down Canyon creek following the
right limit slope for a distaﬁce of five miles. From.this point
the creek 5ottom i1s used during the winter. The freight is brought
the Forty-mile to the mouth of Canyon, thence up Canyon to Walker's
Fork. There is some mining activity on Canyon and Squaw creeks this

season

Canyon to Steel Creek.

Ascending the Steel creek divide from Squaw creek the winter
trail is followed down to Steel creek. This is a very bad road
during the winter montﬁs for tmaveling as the grades exceed 15%
and thie snow drifts upon the summit are bad. This road also leads
to Wade creek for winter freighﬁing.

- 3 -



O'Erien Creek.

Following up O'Brien creek from the mouth in its entireity
there 1s a very good road bed part of the way. The present winter
road is, in my estimation, not practioal for a permanent road
owlng to the many crossings of the creek requiring too many
bridges. Along‘the right limit, however, fairly good material
is found until Columbila creek 1s reached, then the present road

could be followed to Liberty.

Reconnalssance of Outlets

from -

0'Brien, Polly and Uhler creeks to Chicken.

From the mouth of O0'Brien creek the Forty-mile river would
have to'be bridged, following up the fight liqit to Polly creek,
thence up Polly creek which has an easy grade, possibly a 6%+
Good material is found on the left limit dp to a low di#ide which
could be followed for a short distance to the head of Uhler creek.
Uhler cfeek has about the same grade as Polly creek. Golng down
Uhler creek to the mouth which is about five miles below Franklin,
another bridge would -be needed, crossing to the left limit of the
Forty-mile river, going ﬁp river to Franklin, thence up river
opposite Two-mile creek, onto a good, dry ridge which can be

. followed to Chicken creek.The approach to to phis ridge is a little

steep but can be used.



Walker's Fork.

Part of the river is in bad condition due to the fact that
there are numerous large boulders in the river bed. This condition
can be relieved by blasting them out. My recommendation is that

a small allotment be made for this purpose.

Outlet to North Fork of Forty -mile

Mr. McCandless who expected to go over this route with me
was unable to go so this trip was not made. Previously, however,
the road was indicated on the map. This road leads from Eagle to
Lmerican creek and thence to the head of Arkansaw creex. From
. this point the o0ld Government trail is followed into and down
Champion creek to the proposed power site of the McCandless'com—
pany on the North Fork of the Forty-~mile river. This road would
v'also form an outlet to the Charlie river district which is prac-
tilcally an undeveloped country. Mr. McCandless assured me that if
the assays proved as good as previous ones taken, 200,000 would
be available next season for construction of their plant, requir-
ing 200 tons of freignt to be handleked,This will of course depend
upon %he assay returns of the black gand, which Mr. McCandless
promised to let us know. The estimated cost of this road is $10,000
for work on the first 13 miles from Discovsry Fork to the head of
Arkansaw creek. This road is really necessary for the further

'development of the mining industry of that sectlon and the Charlie

river district.



Lunber-

Some investigations have been made in regard to lumber and
1t was found that 60 to 70 thousand feet board measure can be.se-
cured two milgs from Gravel Gulch. With a little grading the main
road can be reached. ?here 1s also some good timber on O'3Brien
creek and at the mouth of Chicken creek. The round poles used for
bridges and culverts are unsatlsfactory, lasiing only a year or so,
maXing i1t expensive in replacing them each year. Mr. Powers has a
saw mill on O'Brien creek and a recommendation here would be timeky
that some 3" planks be sawed and.delivered along the road before
they get bad in the spring. The lumber at Gravel Gulch can be sawed

and hauled in the summer as it i3 needed.

Frelght Rates

R e D D S S D D EE D i D WD G e . w S GRS o 0 D D Dy W Wy D e S VG s W e S ML ) SR WR WP G B WD G U WE e e e aw S4B e S0 e W

. Present summer rates. # Winter rates * These rates ars
: #* ' #  freighter's esti-
# * with a trunk road
* o to Chicken. ‘
. * s g

From Eagle to ' #* #

Gravel Gulch 2 er lb.* er lb. # 1 er 1lb.

Liberty 75 pll 1 3% gf1/2¢ p!! 1] * 25 pll "

Dome Creek 10 " " % 3¢ "o 3¢ "o

Steel creek 15¢ ] " 3% 3_'/2¢ ] 1 * 4¢ 1] 1"

Wade creek 20 " " % 5¢ "% 6¢ meon

Franklin & Chicken 25¢ " ." % 5-1/2¢ " " & 8-1/2¢ " "

Up river to N. Forx --=------ ¥ 4-1/2¢ " " w e

Above Walker's Forx -~------- * 6¢ . L T

Napoleon Creek = =======-- # 5-1/2¢ " " % eemea-

1¢ per lb. added for perishables

_______________________________ B o e o e s e - s > o o s e am v BE " e " - " > - - - . A .-

Note:

Freighting up Forty-mile costs 16¢ to Chicken. It is uncer-
tain as a method of transportation.

From information obtained from the miners in the vicinity of
Chicken and Franklin, the cost of provisions and supplles used dur-
ing the past four years cost approxinately 30.75 per pound.

- 5 -



Activity in the Disgtrict

- - - - - - —— - - - - ~ =
- am - - - e - - - - - - . - - A . > S WD W VN an M WS ey - o®

Creeks «tormile * Number of men # Class of Mining * Bstimated Output
———————————————— *-——--———-—-—ﬂ——nn—*---———-—-—-—----—*--—---‘-‘--
# # #
Anmerican Creek * = 2 3 fpen Cut # $850.,00
3 3* ¥*
it % 1 i 1 1 3 #3’000.00
3* * 3%
" 3 2 #* wen #* Depends on water
#* #* #*
Discovery Fork 2 " f " i n u "
* * *
Dome Creek’ a* 12 #*  Hydraulic *  $40,000,00
¥* 3% +#
Down stream from* 15 # 3 Wydraulic #  $5,000,00
Steel Cr.40-miles # 12 Rocking - * 34 to $6 per day
Up 40-nile fron #* 4 # 2 winter drift * No data
Steel Creek ¥* # 2 Rocking % . " "
Franklin Creek % 5 * Ppen Cutb ¥ $4,340.00
. s #* 3
South Fork of  # 1 #* Whnter Drifting #  $400.00
40-mile 3 * #* .
Myer's Fork #* 2 # Open Cut ¥ $2,100.00
A 3 #* : 3 .
Stonehouse Creek:# 2 * LI % $1,800.00
#* ~ #* " ,
Chicken Creek  * 7 * oo *  $2,625,00
# #* #* .
Lost Chicken #* 2 #* ween * None
o * 3% ¥* :
Ingle Creek #* 3 % nooon %  $1,200.00
#* .o #* 3#* .
Littlevig Creek # 3 # Winter Drifting*  $2,300.00
#* #* #* . -
Mosquito Fork  # 3 % Scraper Plant #  $18,000.00
A #hhh . * ¥* - :
Napoleon Creek # - 2 # Open Cut * None
3* +* #*
Montana Creek  # 1 * wooon * $700.00
) % 4 * :
Walkers Fork #* 5 % Scraper Plant # $8,000.00
R #* _ #
Davis Creek * 2 # Open Cut -~ * $1¢400,00
* ' $# % .
Wood Creek * 1 # e #* $375.00
* #* #*
Squaw Creek * 3 # Scraper Plant # No data
3 ¥* i )
Canyon Creek * 3 % Onen Cut & ¥* $3,300.00
* " #  Tinter drift. * ool
Wade Creek * 16 ¥ 1 Hydraulic 3 $11,300.00
a5 . % 15 Open cut & % s i
%* ¥ drifting *

-7 -
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-~ e - - e - ow
- - — - - . . = - - - - — - -

Creeks 700, ¥ Humber of men. % Classof Mining +#* Estiamied Output

---------------- e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ———
Y * * . *
Crooked Creek  # 3 #* Hydraulic * $5,000.00
i * *
Broken Neck Cr. # 1 # Open Cut T
#* 3* %*
Blg Bear Bar * 2 # Open Cut & * $300.00
#* % Rocking *
Nugget Creek %* 1 %* Hydraulic * $700.00
* # #
Alder Creek #* 3 # " i $4,000.00
#* : 3 *
Curtis Bar # 1 * Open Cut %* $300.00
* * %
Flume Creek #* 1 * Hydraulic * $150.00
3 N * i .
Barney Creek 3* 1 % " * #200.00
: " * * -
Fox Creek #* 2 * " # No data.
#* 3* #*
Fourth of July # 7 * " * Depends on water.,
#* 3 #*
Ruby Creek * 1 # “Winter Drifting * $300.00
: ¥* * 3
Washington Crsek# 1 3* Progpecting ¥ mmm—ee—--
* ¥* .k .
Mission Creekx 1 # Open Cut * $300.00
: # ®¥% 3 .
Estimate #* 5 # In outlying # emeemmaaa
#* 3 districts *
________________ W mmmm e m e mmm e e H e e e e e e H e e
Note:-

Tne output may be increased after September ist owing to‘heavy
rainfall. The output of Dome Creek will probably reach the $&3p,000
mark as better ground has been found since the estimate was glwven,

83,00 pans being common.

Mall Service

There is semi-monthly service to tine creek,each mall having
a welght limit of 800 pounds. On the lSﬁh of July there was in the
'ggzz:office at Zagle, 3,6C0 pounds of.mail and unless a speclal con-
tract 1s issued the mail will lay until it can be takgn over thé
winﬁer trail, causing a2 considerable inconvenlence to the miners.

Mr. Powers, the present mall carrier assured me that with agood road

these conditions now existing would be relieved. Furthermore the

-8 -



contract for carrying the mail could Dbe cut one third a year
making a saving to the Government, amounting to %2,600 which in

a short time would pay for the construction of the road.

Summaxry.

Being conversant with mnining conditionsjit is in ny Jjudg-
ment not a worked out districtjbut one with a future before it,
second to none in the Yukon. This district has been pruducing, ex-
tensively for the past foriy years. During the war 1t of course
received a getback, but with good roads and trails, and a reduction
in the cost of produce will induce younger blood to enter the

country. The Eagle - Fortymile and the surrounding districts have

a bright future.

L, (Do

P
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Sommers, |
Fairba

Refetence my letter Febryéry Seventeenth regarding
Bagle Seventymile \petition, wire recgimendation called for.

s

/

;{ Davison.

f T .
o ‘ \ g ' o =
F‘*Em 1251908 . /»* ..
Signal Gorpy, United States Army.
" . @elegram. -

- Rerpiued af
C6Ffl. ¢. 37 08

FAIRBANKS, JUNE 6-, A6
MAJ. DAVISON, /

RE YOUR WIRE JUFIE THIRD SEVENTY MIL DISTRICT POPULATIOMN LAST WINTER

FORTY | TONNAGEAFIFTY QUTPUT TWENTY THQUSAMD THREE HYDRAULIC OUTFITS
PURCHASED TO/ BE DELIVERED OVER TRAIL NfXT #INTER RECOMKEND EXPENDITURE
OF FIVE HUJIDRED.
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Valdez, Alaska, May 31, 1916,

J.3., Powers,
Lagle, Alaska.

No word ye%& from appropriations this year.
Impossible to make allotments until information is received
about appropriation. Will wire amount of allotments soon as

made. !

Davison,

Form 525—-1908

s Signal \Cops, Nnited States Army,

| Telegram,

y" st Y

ﬁgrﬁuph at

/ [ :
{1 FBiW 33 08
. W‘

EAGLE ALs mAY 30

SEVENTYN ILE ROADS N MILE AND EacLE

\ \ '
J B POWERS \ ;7 )\i(y
| oo (2

i N 4 w0/
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Peoruary 17, 1915,

Disoursing O07Ticer of tne Joard,
2. Jd. Sowzers,3uperintendent, Alaosika Road Commission,

f 3 . V. N BT
Rairsanks, Alaska.

aeference Ragle - Jeventynile sled road.

.‘.‘\ B

=

N 4;//
This office is\in receint of a petitifn requesting

tnat thie Road Commidsion allot fram 900to 31000 for
thie repalr of tne slad road lecading Fpéa Lagle to tae
weventymile River., The pnetition is #igned by miners re-
giding on Seventymile @wnd others uging the trail, and
stutes thual tane trail Ag wasned oo in places, ovstructed
oy alides, oridges ncedirepairiglh and tauv the trail is
impassaole at a numoer & 3, furtier, that only lim=-
ited voluntary repairs ha cer made on tie trail since
tne discontinuance of tihd cal road tax and no repairs
have ocen made by tne Com¥fission since the trail was built
in 1907. %hile there aréto funds availadle to undertake
additional work at the frebent time, please suomit bto this
office such recoamendgptiony as you nay wish to make oear-
ing on this project, /80 thdt the work petitioned for may
receive proner consfderatioy when allotments are made fo -
the coming season'g operatidnd

3

G

SLC/HA 4

'ig P. W. Davison
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- 8ince the discontinuance of the local

- was built in 1907; and from $700 to

. {4
—_ Cr o, S 1

{ . ‘ (
To the
Board of Alaska Road Commissioners:

We, theundersigned miners residing on Seventymile

" River and others using the Government trail leading
- from Eagle to the Seventymile River, respectfully repre-
' 8ent to you that sald trail i1s in urgent need of repairs;
" that it is washed out in some places, obstructed by
.| 8lides in others, bridges need repairs and replacing,

‘| rendering it impassable at a number of points, Only

limited wvoluntary repairs have been mad¢ on this trail
oad tax, and no
nt since the trail
1,000 is needed to
put the same in a\fair state of repéair.

We beg to suggest that any ds that may become

repairs have been made by the Gover

f avallable for repairs be expended under your direct
A supervision, or that of the complissioner at Eagle.

. F \/(;/( i‘——?’_ ';‘f,_.,,éf” ,‘f .’/_,3,{~ 3::‘;("‘

- yg% i /@;W A_,, - g//}*} Wg/
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Uatebey 10, 1929
Subjasats i%ézx:rt of inspeotion ot Surlnsgs Astrist.

Tar Pnglinear Officgr, Aloala Voad Jommiselon, Jwesu, Alagival

Errivaed Americen Creckt 5 Jems age 25, 1929

aregls = foubs i‘:ﬁ’r

Cenr thisz rvoud la hnuled 231 the suoply for the
dredzs apersting on Zierican drsalt.e.  The rosd was iv fade oondition
gensidering the voing seasonm.  Two lad mud Bolee ware noted. ALY
boawy havling had Yenn dons vith f-agior.s A tradi was used for

4.4 b I, 3
108 Boaine,

M Lnigswnariaon

' ke vorh hed been dong o the voad W ke dredging
sempaty cue Yo ohe aoulpuend telny busy vl alordage ef labor.

Ty, o

It 49 voscemendad that FUG ba alleliad by w Yerritory

for &2 8enel Srvvnworent nwd ce reasbardine with grsder and surfacing

2 fow 20ff apete. I She sumnny zesiriinles an equal spount, this
shoald vut the raad in very good condition. :

Smzust 26 drove over ald winter t?eﬁi €o TnodohoTpet.
C.ms% 27 drave over read {rom Joadohooner o ’faf’e:; 6
tha rmutz of Yot Srrinze Slough. THE zortion {rom Tafly to the

. 3 7 -

3lough is carvried 28 Upuke 22, ¥

b, 4

This rend comuects bhe moulh of Hod Sprinse Slowgh
2i%h bR old mindng wsap 0¥ Yoty on wprer lulliven (reak. A large
part of the road is on corduwey, aml thers ava several steep grudes.
An 234 Fosd on ghich Ao Fedeval funds bave over begsn ussd contimues
dewn fulliven Oreeln to Foodehopper, s dlatamse of 5 miles. Thig
rocd fa wmppabla for dsgons with one don londg. .

The Qordisoy suations of the oli rosd zre braaiiag
throughh in olices, and some cubtling Las Saan 2lase on the atesd
grodan. Yooewwe, the rond 1o suiinbila For rugons 91th loade of
ons ton and ®ith amual naistensnde con ba went 20.

Ong freighter ackes Mvom (ns o t9g trips per week
gvar khe »oode Yo ag £ el wmbroet i Jaliver wall 3o Toode
shiopoer (Tofty Dostoffive; iwice sonthly. b 3he tise of $iig
vizi8, thers Pave shous 2 nen 7orkinse an Mulliven resk sad

R0 BoY LS540

er
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trivalariss, Teoh and dansen weran oyeraiiag s Irift =ine

smploying absut 12 2en. Tillgleon zad Libusrex were wovizing

af ooan cuf noar old Yoftly samploying 5 mwone. 38wzl o5theT one- or two-mer
subfits vere oitlwr mindsz or Jrosveciing. ‘here is a truilng

et 2 foodshouner.

It iz recenmondad that 21,30 bo zllotted Tor
zgintensnee of fhiz rocd. The Drelizghier, 51 iclood, is arpovrently
rolizbla aml 2o swervise fhe srmenditore of the monay to Tottor
sderontonge Sthen sending In o Srog. J

w’@ Fodgs —-u»-i&.ga?"? -"" 4 ,- - .

Srar thig road i3 sowed 211 the supply Tor %he villiass
ot ot Twmicgoe e voul srosszs o alodgh 3% Yok Ineings and
aontinzes to %-‘-m ﬁaﬁnﬁ aners ziﬁﬁs on Yoret .'“?.» Zreek. b road from
She lewdiag o B »Mznzs, 2 dlasansy af I; rdles; is }m"ﬂalg aver
TL:Y, owaey camw inls %*ee:tim had m rapalred snd s in falp
sandlivion for wgon ﬁrgz..ff‘fie. syram Jat Supdngs 5o Povels, the roed
iz larssly owr oxsellent sround, md e tkzgz gne dle ot of a
wabel of UF Lalng weh.,  I5Ia smoilon oF read iy norver graded ond 4
sdiusle for wagmn Sraffic. it i somuibls %cs- f;ae owar 1% =ith 2
I8 sar, dud dass viSe ad n il soe® I3 T canbor melle DrSgress
mooerinin in nlasss. 3 tein Ino mads over ‘skiis 22-231s vection ia

3 wavs fa 2 Mgt touring oer.

Ah fhe bims of 3N4c vist, Yhevs were T outfits
oparating on Fwrekalreek and tribwbarios 7ith mgﬂb&g or 5
Individeadintning In e vicinity. 4 tetal of abeut 20 zemple
are -sorved by ths rosnd, and K6 fogstimoted 50 tome affreighﬁ
arg w0ovad fulo Mils distried emeh gesca. FWare {8 sdloo 3 winter
mall to Saxpard over ibia zfmia‘

Thera are naw availabls in the Hob Sorfuge vicintly
8o SHPY trontors oftiey of Ahich aam e romtud. 1 19 rocemmended
that 4f swfTictent funds sve araliledble, 310,000 be silotied to tids
Trutae A& zpadae and tes old tpunks should be sent dovn gnd the
sakirs youte shased with 3 grader ang ol apedy wwfocesd.. I &his
Zern Sons, sainbamance uld W reduned o s minloom, d the road
zould be sulfabls Jor lizht trucks ezeunt in vory wel wsallwr. Fhile
sho tormuwe mow Yring oved does nat .imﬂf*v his mmg
sxpanditizre for mmistessnts iz neoezssry smmually. By omeiday o
lerrae ollofsent for osns sencom, TorTe Work sitk aqﬁmt ean be
memgxlmbed, sl the total axpeaded ovsr & periad of 5 yemrs Wil

w3 L1t ile mrentor.



20 3 | 10.10.29

Tais is 2 wister btvatl sarvine miniag oparaiions
on Sullivan Creelr and 13 an sliernate wintor route Lo that dswn
She slovehy 24 over Youte 22,

It IrancRes Irom Houte 30, 1 =ils north of St
Syrinzs and ordsses the baads of gewersl corecis, thru divides
and strikes tha upper pert of ibe Suilivan Jrselk vallay. This
Zenoral route would be the —ost Jesirazble for 2 suurer road fo
Zullivan Croeite

The route o used lavgsly ifn the serly £l md
lata spring bafore the Tot Sordngs Slough is Trozen Lhick emoush
to carey sled traffie.

_ The Tirst 3 atles aut of Bt %a*irggs #az toverad
on Took,.

fovoral iridges sro $a noed af ropair, sod 1t is
rasocmendad thot 3600 Be sllottad f"er ibis work mert DEsON.

This landing fleid is losated } mils sorihoast
af E&ﬁ Svrines on Joute 30. UWis fisld is Leivesn the slough
z5d the hills, belng epposite 2 s=sll waller In ibe billse.

The ares is falvrly m&&mgmmﬁ
ravde {3 suilebls for Xawdilng. However, wme of the pilots
w413 wen this Pleld slaftelng o2&y conditlions doe %o %4s location
zre bad. 4&a 3at f10)d in the villase of iot Ssrings s used.
I% 12 balieved that should Shiz pet flald mot Yo swallsbls,
the landing fisld wouid be used wiibous aty greas hussrd.

o Jurthor wordt i rsoomenisd ot thls tine.

Mvimw%t@rimh&amﬁ&im&mwm
20 wms during the suewsy witd siighily mare In winter.
338 Torilarn Owomawedad Jsowey store, o msdhouns s »rﬁing
sost combitned, -ostofTice nnd signal soryve redis aztation.

The rradnotins in zold in this viciaily is oxtimated at
betmasa 350,000 and 375,000 for tlds seaooy #iiR aneriann Jreei
wroducing sheut 260,300.

iprived Pairbanis by nlane Jug. 31, & pume

ixa F. Terloxw,
Tt E 588, Thist snowe T

2153 AP R 20p/9-25



STARL, CRYMX. ATASXA.
Feb, 16th, 1924,

Board of Road Commissiosners for Alaska.
Juneau. Alaska.
Attention

*red Price,
Foreman. A,R,C.

Near Sir;- .
I wish to enquire If thare has been any provision ldﬂu’

made to do more work, on trail down the Forty ifile River, §°’

last season thare was a lot of fires on the trail below —~

-~

hear and it caused a lot of slides, it will require at the-*’
lowest estimate $500.00 dollars to repair the trail and
extend same to Canyon creek, the work done by Morris
Beneischke in 22 was of litfle use,
changlnp P

And we had a talk about/pmit¥me the trail , (mail ,L;
trail) on hill comeing in to Steel Crsek, I have spoken to W
a number of parsons that use the said trail , and it is ily .
the zeneral opinion of all that it would be a very good thlﬂ? uw
from the Ferry on the River the ¥ew trail would run on &
orade of about 6% and would come into the main trail
about 3 miles by old trail, and about 2> riles by new trail,
I hooe that you will be able to- do & little for us in the
Forty Mile, and not give Hagle the Thole appropriation as
has been done in the past,

Now thare is another ROAT that we in this country
are entitled to &and that is a ™agon Road from Steel Creek, {iﬁﬁ”
Post Office to Jackwade, so that we could go over it in the .
summer time, on the left limit of Steel Creek thare is s
good easy bench almost all the way to the 0ld d4razona Cabin,
and the lower end of the Winter Road, the wagon Road could

g0 over the Ridge on the Winter Road grade

AS you are well awaire thare is not at the preasant
time loo ft of Wagon Road in the Forty Mile Precinct, thare
is only two places thare is any gradeing ever been done, on
the Walkers Fork , summit and on the Jackwade summit, about
4 miles in all, and half of the cost for the Walkers fork
sunmit grade was subscribed by the residents,

Now get obuisy ¥r Price and see if you cant do
8 little for us this comeing season,

Yonurs very resp,



April 26, 1924

Ire Je Ae Tomp \
5teel Creek, Alaska

Dear Sirs

Raceipt is aclmowledged of your latter of the 1l6th
of February, 1924, marked for the attention of Frad Price, con=
corning road and trail work in the Forth Mlle. iHre Price left
for Zagle last week with ilnstructioims to start the rehabilitation
of our road and trall syustem in the Tagle Forty !ile and Seventy
1le districts as early as weather conditions may permit.

For your information, I am pleased to stata that our
expanditures in the above districts tor last year were 75% greater
than during the 1972 season. Tor the coming seasors opverations
we have allotted iifre Price an increase of 60% over last year, or
practically three times as much monay as was expended durinz the
summer of 1922 as reported in our last printed Annual Report,
that for the fiscal year aending June 30, 1923.

As you are well aware, this Commission started on a
wagon road from Ragle to the Yorty ile many years apo, but there
has heen no develoyment during the last twenty years nnr is there
any davelopment now in prospect in the Forty file to warrant the
completion of this road to sumer wagon road standard. Without
the completion of this road to the Forty lile there 1s no Justifica=
tion for the construction of swmmer wagon roads in the Forty ilae
district.

The best we oam hope to do 1s to maintaln and improve
the winter bob=sled roads and the summer pacik trails. This ws have
been doing on a comprehensive scale as the above statement of
inoreased expenditures indicates.

Assuring you of our continued interest in your distriaet,
I an

Vary truly yours,

Jamas G« Staose
JGs/the Prasidont

6-56/¢1



DAN SUTHERLAND
DELEGATE, ALASKA

Conagress of the United States

Pouge of Representatives

Wasbington, B. €. April 18th,1924.

Col., James G. Steese,
President Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau, Aleska.

My dear Col., Stecsei--

Some of my constituents in the Forty
Mile country have written me again on the subject of allotment
of road money in that section. They feel that a greater
allotment of the money should be spent in their section of
.the country, and call attention to the report of the
Commission which indicates that BO% only was allotted to them.
They reoresent that not over 5% of the entire allotment for
the Eagle~Forty i#ile precinct was used in the Jack Wade
section.

I wish you would be good enough to give this matter
your perszonal attention this year and see if a more sguitable
division of the allotment cannot be made. There are several
mining projects in the course of development in the vicinity
or Jacxk VWade which I believe would warrant a little more
liberal allotment than they have had in the past.

Sincerely yours,



({Hon.Dan Sutherland)
{4/26/24)

prehensive program as the above statement of progressively increased
expenditurs indicates.

0f course this will not satisfy the opersators in the
Forty Mile as abundant petitions and other correspondence in this
office indicates. This I regret, but I am unable to remedy it unless
our appropriation should be very mterially inoreased.

Trusting that the above will elearify the situation, and
assuring you of our continued interest in the development of this
district, I am

Singerely yours,

James G. Steese

Prosident
JG3/tme



April 26, 1924

Haonorable Dan Sutherland
Deolegate from Alaska
House of Representatives
\VVaghingt m, Da Ce

Hy dear Mr. Sutherland:

Raceipt is acimowledged of your letter of the 18th
instant concerning increasad road work in the Forty !lile and
especially around Jack Wade. In reply I have to advise that
our last printed report covered the fiscal year ending June
30, 1923, or the operations season of 13922. During last season,
as our report now in preparation will show, we empended ir the
Tagle Forty Mile and Seventy !Mile districts 75% more money than
in 1922. Last week our foreman, Fred Price, left for RTagle in
order to start work as soon as weather conditions will permit
with an allotment 60% greater than last year, or practically three
times as great as dur publiashed expsnditure shown in our last
printed report.

As you know, this Commission started upon a wagon
road for summer wheol traffic from Zagle to the Forty NMile many
years ago. This road is In good condition for a distance of aome
fifteon milas out of Eaglae. During the past twenty years thare
hae been no development in the Forty mile nor 1s any such future
development likely as would Justify tha great cost of completing
this wagon road into the Forty 'ille, a distance of aver forty
miles from Rggle, for summer wheel tyaffic. Without a commection
with the Yukon River no useful purpose would be served by expensive
summer wagon road:construction in the Forty 'lile districe either
at Jack Yade or alsewhere.

’i‘ha best we oan hope to do with our present resources,

or in vidw of the limitod production or dovelopment in this district,

is to contirue the maintenance snd improvemsnt of the winter bobe
sled roads and summer pack trails. This we vire doing upon a com-

6-96/€T



«

Jack Wade,Alaska;
July 1,1925.

Gentlemen:

No doubt increased appropriations are in a way beneficial
t0 the Territory at large,but I fail to see where they would benefit
the Fortr Mile Precinct. This precinct is in area practically one
half of the so called Eagle-Forty lfile Subdivision,yet it never gets
over 5% of the appropriation or allotment made for the subdivision.

This too in spite of Govermment statisticg showing its
production to be some $7000,000.0C ag against the Eagle Precinct's
$400.0CC.0C, The principal evidence of A.R.C roads in this section is
a number of gigne posted on miner-made and caribou travelled trails.

Pogtmaster.

Very truly‘yours,

ALASKA RoAS SaMMISStN
% JONEAY ALASKA
?(ff ‘ { JUL 24 1925

FiLE

Cee nay Lsuen
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BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA

4
Hainesufd#d, ALASKA | N f)

N
July, 28th, 1925, »;_:25\\ '
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ALISZY oog L RTINS rir o
JUHEAY ALABKA

JUL 22 1925

Lieut, H. E. Fisher,
Disbursing Officer, A. R. C.
Juneau, Aiska,

o

| U >
Dear Sirl

I have at hand yours of the 24th. inst.
in which you quote a letter from my friend Chas. E. M,
Cole, who is Postmaster at Jack Wade. .

Needless to say this letter is interesting to me,
furthermore the statements made in it are not far
from being trues While he is off when he says that
the Forty Mile district only gets 5% of the total
appropriation for the EFagle Sub-districé, yet it is
true that by far the larger share of the money in the

ast has been spent near Eagle. This alone however

§oes not prove that his distriact has been discriminated
againsts The Forty Mile district is an issihlated one

and any money spent in connecting that district with

a main artery of transportation helps the district

even though the money is not spent within the geographical
limits of the district itsself,

It is doubtless true that the Forty Mile district has
produced something like $7,000,000.,00 in the past. But
we cennot build roads on the strength of its former
glories. It is now producing only $50,000.00 or $60,000.00
per year. ’

Regarding his last statement that the principal evidence
of AR C roads in this section is a number of sign posts
on miner made and caribou traveled trails. I can well
see how this might aprear true to Mr, Cole who lives at
Jack Wade and #i#### rarely gets far from there. Trails
were laid out around Jack Wade during the heyday of mining
in that section by the miners themselves and they have been
little changed since. XNow the camp has dwindled to a
mere handfull and there is no great demand for new trail
worke

However I believe with the completion of a good trail
Aown Liberty ¥ork to O'Brien Creek the time has come to
scatter our appropriation more over the district and that
the Jac} Wade section should come'’for a larger share ;ni(’
future than it has in the past. *g(; .

Very truly yours.
A2 ). Stapare

6-G6 /T



July 24, 1925

Mr. R. J. Shepard
Asst. Supt. Alaska Road Commission
Haines, Alaska

Dear sir:

I have just received the following note attached
to a traffic census forwarded from Jack W7ade post office for
the Jack Tade -« Chicken route:

_ "Jack ¥ade, Alaska, July 1, 192§
Gentleman:

do doubt increased appropriations are in a way
bensficial to the Territory st large, but I fail to ses
where they would benefit the ¥orty Mile Precinct. This
pracinct is in area practically one half of the so-called
Eagle-Forty Mile Subdivision, yet it never gets over 5%
of the appropriation or allotmsnt made for the suddivision.

This to0 in spite of Qovernmsnt statistics show-
ing its production to be some $7,000,000.00 as against the
 Eagle Precinct's $400,000.00. The principal evidence of
A.R.C. ronds }’nd}his goction is a number of signs posted
on miner-made_caribou travelled trails.

Yery traly yours,
Chas. E. U. Cole
Postmasher”

You no doudbt will de interested in the foregoing
and bde adle to inform us further in regard thereto.

-Cordially yours,

H. BE. PFisher
Diabursing Officer

HEP/BMJ



July 10, 1924

Mre J¢ As Remp
dteel Creek, :lasia

Wy desy Mre Tomps

geaipt is aexnovlaiged of your latter of
Jung 7, 1524, consernlay irozd and trail construasion
in the Forly iile dlstrist. In reply I havo to advise
that our program for thig season upou which Mr. Price
is now eagagad nad whigh will Yo lasrweotad In August by
A membsr of this Zoard, inclrles allotmanta for Gtael
Creai=-Jagic Fad2 anld 3to3) Trevi-"‘goszs Creak. This
money iz for the annusl nsirntercncs o the summer pack
trall opd wiater 31ad roalds "2 2zpmot at ihls time commit
oursalves to summer woysn rouzd construction in the Forty
“1la until gvr funls shall ha so incrersad as to parmit the
hope of duilding encush 1oad to get somewhora.

Regrottinsg that the Tarritory has daen umadle
to persnade Congress to liorease our appropriations so aa
-to meet tha needs of the various districts more rapldly, I
am ,

Tary tyruly rours,

2

Tasz. T, Otaase
Praaident
JGS/Tme

£l

& ‘_s;é
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J. A. KEMP & CO.
Dealers in
GENERAL MERCHANDISE

Hay, Grain and Produce

Steel Creek, Alaska, June,?7th, 1924,
Iir, James G. Steese,
President, Board of Road Commms , for Alsaska
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sir;-

Yours of Apr,26 arrived hear June2d, I note your remarks

in same Re the amount of money that is to be spent this
season on koads and trails, in the Xagle Forty ilile and
Seventy ile Districts,

Thy is it the Hagle, Forty Mile & 70 mile Distriects, Q&

Yhy that mix up , when it a known facthear that the Xagle
District gets almost all of the benefit of all moneys spent,
the 0ld 40 mile gets a crumb , once in a long while, and
speaking of trails in the 40 mile we have none except what
the Carobou made , the Government never done any trail
work in the PForty ifile exceot every year or two thare is
one hundred or so for patches, put on,

We in the Forty MMile dont care anything about the
Kagle Wagon Road to the Forty Mile, thare is $20.00
taken out in the Forty, to every One that is taken out in
the Ragle, or 70 mile Districts,

As for tonage, last Yinter thare was 125 to 150
tons come up the Forty liile River, and thare has been that
amount every "inter, and some seasons thare has been More
thare will be more than that next winter, NO MATTER THAT IS
DONY ON THZ EAGLE KOAD the bulk of all freight for the Forty
mile will come up the PForty Liile River, the cost of haulase
from the Yukon River, at the Post of Forty Mile to my place
is 2¢ per pound, from Ragle it is 47,

liagor Richardson, spent about $90.000 on the Kacle
Rodd , and got it so you could get about 11 miles out of
Bagle if youn was Empty, you know better than I what has
been wsed since then, and it never will be & eo0o0d road,

It isint 1located in the proper place. thare is a way to
get out of %Wacle to this place whare thare will be miles
and miles the only road work will be cutitine the buck brush,
and the beauty of it is ,that it is dry, with the exceptions
of a few nlaces now and then,

The ™agon Road that I asked for, Steel to Jackwade
is an absolute necessity , and it will shorten up the Trail
to Jackwade aboit 3 miles, and it is en Ideal place to build

a osd. now we heve to use Pack horses.

/‘\ A / W
v ’ - .

L,
\
)



April 26, 1924

Honoradle Dan Sutherland
Dolegate from Alaska
douss of Representatives
Washington, De Ce

Yy dear r. Sutherlands

Recelpt 1s aoimowledged of your letter of the 18th
Instant concerning inoreased road work in the Forty 'lile and
especially around Jack Jade. In reply I have to advise that
our last printed report covered the fiscal year ending June
30, 1923, or the oporations season of 1922. Dwring last season,
as our report now in proparation will show, we empended ir the
Tagle Forty Mile and Seventy !ile distriots 75% more money than
in 1922, Last week our foreman, fred Price, loft for Sagle in
order to start work as soon as weathar conditions will permit
with an allotment 60% greater than last year, or practically three
times as great as fur publighed expenditure shown in our last
printed report. '

6-G6/C1

As you know, thils Commissimm gtarted upon a wagon
road for summer wheol traffic from Sagle to the Forty Mile many
years ago. This road is in good condition for a distance of some
fifteon milas out of Eagle. During the past twenty years thers
hao been no development in the Porty mile nor is any such future
development likely as would justify the great ocost of completing
this wagon road into the Forty !{ils, a distance of over forty
miles from Zagle, for summer wheel trafflc. ithout a commeoction
with the Yukon River no wseful purpose would de served by expensive
summer wagon road:construction in the Forty file districe eithar
at Jack Tade or olsewhere. ‘ -

Tha best we oan hope to do with our present rssources,
or in vidw of the limitod production or dovelopment in this distrioct,
13 to oontirue the maintonance and improvemsnt of the winter bhobe
slad roads and summer pack trails. This we vire doing upon a com-



(Hon.Dan Sutherland)
14/26/24)

prehensive pro'gram as the above statement of progreasively increased
expenditure indicates.

0f course this will not satlafy the opersators in the
Yorty Mile as abundant petitions and other correspondence in this
office indicates. This I regret, but I am unadble to remedy 1t unless
our appropriation should be vory mterially increased.

Trusting that the above will elearify the situation, and
assuring you of our continusd intereat in the devolopment of this
district, I am

Sincerely yours,

Jemes G. Steese
Proesident
JG3/tme



DAN SUTHERLAND
DELEGATR, ALASKA

Conaress of the United States
Thouse of Repregentatives
Wasbington, B. £, April 18th,1924,

Col., James G. Steese,
President Alaska Road Comrission,
Junsau, Alzsza.,

My dear Col. Stezsei--

Some of my constituents in the Forty
ile country have Jritten me again on the subject of allotment
of road money in that section. They feel that a greater
allotment of the money should ve spent in their section of
.the country, and call attention to the report of the
Commission which indicates that 20% only was allotted to them.
They represent that not over 5% of the entire allotment for
the Eagle-Forty ile precinct was used in the Jack Wade
section.

I wish you would be good enough to give this matter
your personal attention this year and see if a more sgquitable
division of the alloiment cannot be made. There are several
mining projects in the course of development in the vicinity
oI Jack Wade which I believe would warrant a little more
liberal allotment than they have hed in the past.

Sincerely yours,



April 26, 1924

Ure Jo Ae Tomp
5teel Creek, Alaska

Deaxy Sirs

Recelint i3 acimowledged of your letter of the 1l6th
of February, 1924, marked for the attantion of Frad Price, con-
cerning road and trail work in the Forth Mile. IHry Price left
for 2agle last week with instructlins to start the rehadbilitation
of our road and trall sistem in the Tagle Forty :lile and Seventy
11)9 distriots as early as weather conditions may permit.

For your information, I am pleased ta state that our
expanditures in the above districts for last year were 757 greater
than during the 1972 seasons For the comning seasors operations
we have allotted Ir. Price an increase of 607 over last year, or
rractically three times as much mongy 88 was expended during the
swmner of 1922 as reported in our last printed Annual Report,
that for the fiscal year anding June 30, 1923,

As you are wall awara, this Commission started on a
wagon road from Eagle to the Yorty Yile many years sgo, but there
has been no develomment during the last twenty years nnr is thare
any development now in prospect in the Forty file to warrent ths
completion of this road to sumer wagon road standard. Without
the completion of this road to the Forty Uile there 1s no Justifiocae
tion for the construction of swmmer wagon roads In the Forty ile
diastrict.

The best we oan hope to do is to maintaln and 1mprove
the winter bob~sled roads and the summer pacik trails. This we have
bvean doing on a comprehensive soale ss the above gstatement of
inoreased expenditures indicates.

Assuring you of our continued intorest in your district,
I am

YVary truly yours,

Jamea G« Stoose
JG3/fme Prasidant

6-56/¢1



ST39L CREXK. ALASKA.
Feb, 16th, 1924,

Board of Road Commissiosners for Alaska.
Juneau. Alsaska.
Attention

#red Price,
Foreman. A ,R,C.

Dear Sir;- ’
I wish to enquire If thare has been any provision ,Q,Q

made to do more work, on trail down the Forty ifile River, £€

last season thare was a lot of fires on the trail below o

hear and it cansed a lot of slides, it will require at thej <’
lowest estimate $500.00 dollars to repair the trail and
extend same to Canyon creek, the work done by Morris
Beneischke in 22 was of litfle use,

chanplnp .oy

And we had a talk about/pmkfime the trall , (mail %

trail) on hill comeing in to Steel Creek, I have spoken to “’U,v
a number of psarsons that use the said trail , and it is o

the general opinion of all that it would be 8 very good thln?‘un
from the Ferry on the River the ¥ew trail would run on a

orade of shout 6% and would come into the main trail

about 3 miles by o0l1ld trail, and about 2: riles by new trail,

I hope that you will Dbe able to- do & little for us in the
Porty Mile, and not give Hagle the Thole appropriation as

has been done in the past,

Now thare is another ROAD that we in this country '
are entitled to and that is a Tagon Road from Steel Creek,{iﬁﬁ’
Post Office to Jackwade, 8o that we could go over it in the . ‘
summer time, on the left limit of Steel Creek thare is a

good easy bench almost all the way to the 014 Arazona Cabin,
and the lower end of the Yinter Road, the wasgon Road could

20 over the Ridge on the Winter Road grade

*

AS you are well awaire thare is not at the preasant
time loo ft of Wagon Road in the Forty Mile Precinct, thare
is only two places thare is any gradeing ever been done, on
the Walkers Fork , summit and on the Jackwade summit, sbout
4 miles in all, and half of the cost for the Walkers fork
summit grade was subscribed by the residents,

Now get pbuisy iMr Price and see if you cant do
a little for @s this comeing season,

Yomrs very resp,



Dec17, 1918
The Alaska,Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.
Gentlemen: //

O0f the work done bty me on the Fairbanés-Tanana Mail
trail I wish to report that with a crew o1 three men, a cook,
s team and teamstér, we left here on Novembér 7 arriving at Hot
Springs (Mile 102)' on the 1lth, where we phrchased supplies
continuing op to Su&livan Creek, where wg/built a bridge. The
old bridge built by' woodhaulers, had sagged down and was nearly
ready to fall ut for props on the ice,/which had been recente
ly put in. We selected a site near the old bridge and put across
a span with an A truss of 40 ft and approaches of 30 ft on the
South bvank. Timber wag difficult to/find, suitable sticks could
only be gotten by croegsing the tank/for nearly seven miles.
Good pole decking was fépnd three pgiiles to the South. This
tridge cost approximately $6.00 per foot, or about $400.,00. It
is on what is known as thg Wood Qhopper Cut 0ff, and shortens
the route to Tanana from three to five miles over the o0ld route, (
/

bty way of Tofty, the Post Qffice teing now at Wood Chopper. :?
We moved to our next bridge a§¢oss Boulder Creek (Mile 138). ThisY
y a Mud Sill on the West bank,
bridge fall into the stream, but R
it had teen so well built it was not seriously damaged. Ve,
by digging in the day and with\log fires at night, succeeded in .
cutiing through the frost/and tting a good log atutment down
to the bottom of the strfdam. TRis abutment is 7 X 14 X 12 high
and I think good for mapy years.\ This work, with the taking up
and rebuilding the bridge, cost about $240,00. From here we
went to near the lowey end of the\trail, our last camp being
about six miles from fanana. Near\mile 152-153 thereare two
tridges whose approaghes had float away on had been damaged.-
These we repared by/filling in timb&r. I find from Mile 146 to
near 151 there are/several small bridges (8 or 10) that need
rebuilding tut th were covered with glaciers so badly that I
could neither repair or rebtuild them.\ Forest fires had damaged
some of them beg des caused much timtey to fall across the road,
which was cleaéfd away. There is so much sidehill glaciering

which undermined, letting t
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on this sectiory that I recommend that a\part of it at least bYe
atandoned and that the trail cut out in the flats now used by
the mail, te fmproved by going around the\lakes etc. This
should be dope earlier in the season. It \{s in fair condition
now, btut as the lakes break up the travel 11 have to return
to the hill/ etc. On our way tack we built\a bridge across
Wood Chopper Creek half a mile above twon. is bridge is 22!
long with approaches of the same length, and aost atout #125.00
Other work done by us was in the way oﬂ\repairs, both
going and returning your foreman and the three axmen went ahead,
staking lakes, clearing fallen timber, trush, etc., and putting
new poles in the btridge that needed them, arriving in camp an
hour or two after our team. There are itwo bridges yet needed.
One a deep slough usually dry or nearly so, protatly an old
channel of Dugan Creek, near Mile 96. We found a good crossing

1

‘.::a?‘.‘ oyt
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February 13, 1955

#r. Re E¢ Steal
Eagla, Alaska

Dear Sir:

%e are In receipt of your letter of January 18, 1935
complaining of the condition of the pack trail to the
Seventymile district. I am informed that you have such a
pack trail and that a tractor has been driven over it for 13
miles, indicating that in dry weather it can not be wery bad.

It would be impossible for this Commission te
obligate itself to consgtruct 16 miles of road into the
Seventymile with prasent avallsble or prespective future
funds. ¥e will; however, endeavor to do some maintenance
work on this trail next summer, depending upon funds.

For your iaformation, since you have been illy —
advised or are making a wild guess, there was a total of
£28,500 spent at Eagle last year rather then 235,000, which
included the purchase of all new egquipment.

Vory trul,; yours,

Haxley Sterling,
Acting Chief Znginser.

H81IR

FRC BOX 65480
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Eagle, Alaska,.
January 19, 1935, é/%;/
The Alaska Road Commission, '
Juneau, Alaska;
Gentlemsn : I boliev; the time has come for the miners in the 70-
Mile District to make an effort to get a road into that country, or
at least & pack trail; there is a lot of complaining going on, but
that is far as it goes, During the past summer some $35000 was spent
on the road from Eagle to the Forty Mile country, but not one dollar
was spent between Eagle and the Seventy Hile rivér.'This plece of road
is about 16 miles long aﬁd is used by every one who goes into that
country ﬁnd‘was in such condition last summer fhat 1t was almpst impos=
eible to'got a péck horse over it - I madé 4 trips over'it'éarrying
provisions on my back rather than to try to get my horse ( or mule )
through the-sqft places, and several others did the same thing,
Thére were}six small hydraulic plants operating besides some other
mining and prospecting, and if we cannot at least have a packitfail
from Eagle to the Seventy Mile river sbmething is seriously wfong;

ReSpectfully yourskézégié%;;g%izz;;7

Steel,




W




October 15, 1928

Mr. Charles Ott
Zagle, Alaska

Dear Sir:

We beg to acxnowledge receipt of your
kind latter of October 3 and to thank you for your

appreciation of the work we have done on the Seventymile
Road. :

The Alaska Hoad Commission takes great
pains to so distribute its resources as to give the
maximum service to the Territory as a whole and it is
very gratifying to feel that our efforts 40 not go
unnoticed.

.Very sincerely,

Malcolm Elliott,
Pregident.

DHG: IR
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Eagle, Alaska.
October 3/1928

Alasks Road Commission;
Juneau, Alaska,’

Subject,

Gentlemen,
R/E work on Eagle & 7C Mile Road

We the undersigned wish to express our appreciagion, for thre
work performed this summer on the Eagle 70 Mile Road, by your
Mr Price, and we know the future work that he has laid out on

same road, will be of great benefit to us all.

Froelich & Kummer & 0tt & Scheele

Operatcrs on Crooked Creek - 70 Mile River,

Charles Ottt

Partner,




Roors 2802 iioni tions Bulldlng,
Yasnington, De Ce

Dogembexr 30, 1924.
r. Charles OLt,

Bagle, Alaskh.

¥y dear Mr. Otts

Recelipt 1s scinowledged of your lstter of lNovember 20,
o) on behalf of Frosllch & Ruwer and Ott & Scheele, expressing
satisfaction over the work performed on the Eagles 70 ille

trall by Fred Price last summer.

’m are pleased to lesrn that this work was of resl benofit,

andihope that /x’ 8hnll be able to meke further improvements next
year. | |

m mm you., I am,

Cordlally yours,
Mrrn‘“v-u-"“"’*‘-——w A |
ALASYA ¥ poipe

ALAs: 1 X GEEHAISS 0N

K% 4 ALasa
Ja8e (e Cteosa,

Prosident.

1-G6 /5T



JOHN W, SCHEELE

A i”’
o
EAGLE, ALASKA, a;we/mbe{‘ 20/24¢ 197

‘ NI P
laska Road Commission; (ip s e

‘uneaazu, Alaska.

HARLES OTT . * /./

OTT & SCHEELE

-entlemen,
We wish to thank the Alaska Road Commission, for the work which
mas performed on the Eagle 70 Mile trail this summer,
As far as the crsw was able to go this summer on the Allctment
. the ditching and grading and clearing, the work done is very
A

%/ good and satisfactory. And we trust the in 1925 the allotment

‘ will be a little larger, so as to enable the crew to‘make a good
éhowing, under the Leadersﬁip bf Mr Fred, Price. And when
eventually the trail will be in such a condition, that goods
can be transported as far as Fox Creek on the 70 Mile River,
it Wiil save a lot of time, and avoid the dangers, by nct having

to run the 70 Mile and then pole up to Eagle, and back again down

the Yukon and pole up the 70 Kile,

Again thanking you

we are very truly yocurs

il

Froelich & Kummer & Ott & Scheele

Operators on Crcoked Creek 7d—ﬁile River

by Z;;%ﬁquﬁAa &7
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Lay 2, 1Gi7.

Disbtursing Gfficer of the Board,

U, G, Yeyers, Tagle, Alaskao,

Fetition, Zagle-Seventymile Hoad.

Zeference the petition bvearing ybur 91‘;gvure among others
from Tagle, Alaskx, in regard to work on (e Ragle-Seventymile -
road, I desire to Inform you that at thevresent time no informa-
tion can be given yéu in regard to whe¥ expenditure will be made
there this season, z8 up to the presght time we have received no
information in rvagk,.:rd%}k our appropfiation being acted on favor-
atly in ¥ashington. 3 socn as Jghe zppropriation is made and
the Board acts thereon % ify you definitely what avpro-
priation has teen zllottgd.

-

I notice in the petit¥fn it is sugcested that ir., O, ¥, Yost-
be designeted to toke chayog of the work. WNo explanation of the d*;
reason for making this j eqytion is given, nor is there any
good reason known to tpis 4ce why kr. Powers should not take
charge of this work t#fis year Lhe same as he has done other years.
He has been very gery s treatment to the Board in do-
nating his own seryices free of %gharze and also in previous
years donating hid temr without making any cost therefor, and
certainly the Bgérd must appreciale his action and in the ab-
sence of good peasons to the contrary we are quite satisfied
to let him coptinue the work if he s willing.

Ve havéfalw 2ys tried to give agie and vicinity its.full
share of the funds and did the very best we could in this regpect
last year and we will again this year do what we can to help
the people in that vicinity.

#ith kindest regards to yourself and Nrs, Leyers,

Very sincerely yours,

O

FWD/IB Yajor, Infantry,
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To the -
Board of Alaska Road Commissioners,
Vald ez, Alask.a‘ .

We, the undersigned claim owners and miners of the Seventy- 3
mile RLVer, respectfully represent, i
1, That the sum of $2,500 should
extensions to the Government road leadi
Seventymile River mining district;
i 24 TiHat the output of placer
past spason has been approximately

expended in repairs and
from Eagle to the

0ld from said district the ]
1,000;
3, ThAt the estimated amoupt of freight hauled over said
road during tle past year has beed from 35 to 40 tons; i
I 4, Thal several hydrauli plants are in process of install- 1
ation,jand the ‘amount of freig to be moved over this road during 4
the coming yeariapproximately,/will be doubled; :
5. That ‘gll indicatigns point to expanding operations in
this district and the conseduent increase in tonnage over this road;
I 64 That i% is the fnanimous dealre of the undersigned that
a local man, havin knowledge of conditions, be designated
to have charge of
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Valdez, Alaska, June 29, 191

Sommers,
Pairbanks.

Powers at Hagle offers services same as last year
without compensation. Communicate with him re work on Eagle

.o Fortymile and fagle Seventymile roads.
AES)
ny' :

Richardson.
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J. A. KEMP & CO.

Dealers in
GENERAL MERCHANDISE
Hay, Grain and Produce

Steel Creek, Alaska, June,7th, 1924.

lir,James G. Steese,
President, Board of Road Commms
Juneau, Alaska

for Alaska

'

Near Sir;-

Yours of Apr,26 arrived hear June2d, I note your remarks

in same Re the amount of money that is to be spent this
season on koads and trails, in the Hagle Forty Ilile and
Seventy Mile Districts,

Yhy is it the Kagle, Forty Mile & 70 mile Districts,
Why that mix up , when it a known facthear that the Hagle
Tistrict gets almost all of the benefit of all moneys spent,
the 0ld 40 mile gets & crumb , once in a long while, and
spesking of trails in the 40 mile we have none except what
the Carobou made , the Government never done any treil
work in the Forty Mile exceot every year or two thare is
one hundred or so for patches, put on,

We in the Forty Mile dont care anything about the
Hagle Wagon Road to the Forty Mile, thare is $20.00
taken out in the Forty, to every One that is taken out in
the Hagle, or 70 mile Districts,

As for tonage, last ¥inter thare was 125 to 150
tons come up the Forty lile River, and thare has been that
amount every Winter, and some seasons thare has been More
thare will be more than that next winter, NO MATTHR "HAT IS
DONX ON THE HAGLE ROAD the bulk of all freight for the Forty
mile will come up the Forty Kile River, the cost of haulage
from the Yukon River, at the Post of Porty lMile to my place
is 2¢ per pound, from Hagle it is 47,

Magor Richardson, spent about $90.000 on the Haele
Rodd , and got it so you could get about 11 miles out of
Hagle if you was Hmopty, you know better than I what has
been mwsed since then, and it never will be a eood road,

It isint located in the proper place. thare is a way to
get out of Wacle to this place whare thare will be miles
and miles the only road work will be cutitine the buck brush,
and the beauty of it is ,that it is dry, with the exceptions
of a few nlaces now and then,

The "agon Road that I asked for, Steel to Jackwade
is an absolute necessity , and it will shorten up the Trail
to Jackwade abouit 3 miles, and it is sn Ideal place to build

a noad. now we heve to use Pack horses.

Very truly yours, ) ;
/\Ww
v ’ . v -

b~ L4
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To the Board FELE

of

&

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Juneau, Alaska.

Gentlemen:-

I herewith submit to your hohorable body a report
of the work accomplished by me upon the Eaéle, Forty-mile, Seventy-
mile, and Fourth of July trails, also a reconnaissance éf O'Brien
and Polly creeks, as a possible rouﬁe for a main trunk road to |
Chicken. There is also included a report In detail of the activitx\

f

in the districts as requested by ybur Ma jor Gotwals. ' \

Eagle and Forty-mile roads and trails.

In Jﬁly I put. a small crew of men to Work,upoh the winter
Vraads and pack trails, putting them into good shape for winter
travel. As mueh ground as possible was covered with:the money at
my command. The high water of the spring caused a wash-out in the
canyon leading to Gravel Gulch. A repetition of this could be
avoided by a small amount of maintenance work in the spring dur-
ing the high water. Cutting a channel in the ice would cost but

a few dollars but would save hundeeds by avoiding an occurénce

of thls kind. I would recommend that this be done.

CERT ney L5480



Seventy-mile

On my trip to thé Seventy-mile I found the trail leading to
Alder Gulch in very bad condition, from Crooked creeck up-stfeam,
but with the money alloted to this district there 1s now a good
tpail leading up-stream to Barney creek. I set aside $100.00 out
of  the $1,000.00 alloted for the construction of a foot-bridge
across the Seventy-mile at Nugget Gulch. This bridge is to be put
in this winter, as there is no way of Qroésing the river at med~
ium high water. Some parties were held up for two’days before they
could cross. The possibility of extending the road to Crooked creek
on the left limit 1is rathef impractical, as there are several
abrupt bluffs which would entail to much expense in getting aroﬁnd
them. There is a good base leading up to therfalls upon the right

'limit_of'Seventy—mile.

Fourth of July

In July I made an inﬁestigation of the trall leading from .

- Fourth of July to Nation. Good work had been'done there with the
small amount of money at Mr. Vanderve?r's command in 1920. This
‘years work will complete the trail to Nation. This Wofk not only
Aleads to thelr camp, but is the means of ingress to an extensive
country lying south of Fourthvof July creek. The‘mining operations
on Fourth‘of July creek will be wprked upon a large scale, and a
road is necessary. The base 1s good and my estimate of construct-
lon will not exceed %SO0.00 per mile. It 1s less than ten miles

to the works. I would recommend that this road be constructed if

nossible in the near future.



Wade Creek to Walker's Fork and Boundry Line.

In traveling from Wade creek, up Robinson creek, to the ridge
leading to Walkers Fork an easy grade 1s encountered. The road to
Walker's Fork has a very good road-bed, continuing to the boundry
line, and with a small amount of money cbuld be put into good con-
dition. At the time of my visit to Walker's Fork, Mr. Jacobson,
who 15 a mining operator in that locality caome from Dawson with
a two horse team loaded with 800 lbs. of provisions. He informed
me that the road from the boundry to Dawson was the worst paft. It
is about 5 miles from Jacobsgon's to the boundry following the
right limit of Walker's Fork.

Canvon Creek

Phere 1is a very‘good road down Canyon creek following the
right limit slope for a distaﬁce of five miles. Fromvthis point
the creek ﬁottom ig used during the winter. The freight is brought
the Forty-mlle to the mouth of Canyon, thence up Canyon to Walker's
Fork. There is some mining activity on Canyon and Squaw creeks this

Season

Canyon to Steel Creek.

Ascending the Steel creek divide from Squaw creek the winter
trall is followed down to Steel creek. This is a very bad road
during the winter months for tmaveling as the grades exceed 15%
and the snow drifts upon the summit are bad. This road also leads
to Wade creek for winter freighﬁing.

- 3 =



O'Erien Creek.

Following up O'Brien creek from the mouth in its entireity
there 1s a very good road bed part of the way. The present winter
road is, in my estimation, not ?ractical for a permanent road
owlng to the many crossings of the creek requiring too many
bridges. Along the right limit, however, falrly good material
is found until Columbia creek is reached, then the present road

could be followed to Liberty.

Reconnaigsance of Qutlets

from -

0'Brien, Polly and Uhler creeks to Chicken.

From the mouth of 0'Brien creek the Forty-mile river ﬁould
have to‘be bridged, following up the fight ligit to Polly creek,
thence up Polly creek which has an easy grade, possibly a 6%
Good material ig found on the left limit dp to a low diVide which
could be foliowed for a short distance to the head of Uhler creek.
Uhler creek has about the same grade as Polly creek. Going down
Uhler creek to the mouth which i1s about five miles below Frénklin,
another bridge would be needed, crossing to the left limit of the
Forty-mile river, going ﬁp river to Franklin, thence up river
opposite Two-mile creek, onto a good, dry ridge which can be
. followed to Chicken creek.The approach to to phis ridge is a little

steep but can be used.



Walker's Fork.

Part of the river is in bad condition due to the fact that
there are numerous large boulders in the river bed. This condition
can be relieved by blasting them out. My recommendation is that

a small allotment be made for this purpose.

Qutlet to North Fork of Forty -mile

Mr. McCandless who expected to go over this route with me
was unable to go so this trip wss not made. Previously, however,
the road was indicated on the map. This road leads from Eagle to
Lmerican creek and thence to the head of Arkansaw creek. From
- this point the old Government trail is followed into'and down
Champion creek to the proposed power site of the McCandless.com-
pany on the North Fork of the Forty~mile river. This road would
"also form an outlet to the Charlie river district which is prac-
tically an undeveloped country. Mr. McCandlessg assured me that if
the assays proved as good as previous ones taken, $200,000 would
be avallable next season for construction of their plant, requir-
ing 209 tons of freight to be handleé«LThis will of course depend
upon %ﬁe assay returns of the black sand, which Mr. McCandless
promised to let us knéw. The estimated cost of this road is $10,000
for work on the first 13 miles from Discovsry Fork to the head of
Arkansaw creek. This road 18 really necessary for the further

.development of the mining industry of that section and the Charlie

river district.



Lunber

Some investigations have been made in regard to luamber and
1t was found that 60 to 70 thousand feet board measure can bevse-
cured two milgs from Gravel Gulch. With a little grading the main
road can .be reached., Ihere is also some good timber on O'Brien
creek and at the mouth of Chicken creek. The round poles used for
bridges and culverts are unsatisfactory, lasting only a year or so,
making it expensive in replacing them each year. Mr. Powers has a
saw mill on O'Brien creek and a recommendation here would De timeky
that some 3" planks be sawed and‘delivered along the road before
they get bad in the spring. The lumber at Gravél Gulch can be sawed

and hauled in the summer as it is needed.

Freight Rates

- A . o A Y D W - Ay b T W . - S Y . S v >  ww R e S A D M M D N D D S G TS S S wn e A

- Present summer rates. # Winter rates * These rates ars
: #* ' #* freighter's esti-
%* * with a trunk road
%* % to Chicken.
. M % .

From Eagle to ' #* * ‘

Gravel Gulch 2 er lb.* er lb. #* 1 er 1b.

Liberty 75 pll 1t % gfx‘ //2¢ pll 1] * 22 ' pl! 1]

Dome Creek 1o¢ i 1] 3 395 1 1t 3 3¢ i tt

Steel creek 15¢ " " % 3.1/2¢ "M a 4¢ e

Wade creek 20¢ " " % 5 e ok 6¢ e

Franklin & Chicken 25¢ " ." «% 5-1/2¢ " " % 8-1/2¢ " "

Up river to Ne. Forx ---—----- ¥ 4-1/2¢ " " w aeeee-

Above Walker's Forx --------- * 6 roou I

Napoleon Creek =  ===—===== # 5=-1/2¢ " " % aceaas

1 per lo. added for perishables : 4
» B o i e ot o . s v - - -

- " - i - . A P S - - - . -t . A - - -

Note: ,
Freighting up Forty-mile costs 16¢ to Chicken. It is uncer-

tain as a method of transportation.

From information obtained from the miners in the vicinity of
Chicken and Franklin, the cost of provisions and supplies used dur-
ing the past four years cost approxinately $0.75 per pound.

-85 -
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Creeks <«tormle * Number of men

% 15 Onen Cut &
#¥ drifting

¥*
3

________________ F o e e o o e P i o o o e S e .
K * #*
Anerican Creek i 2 * fpen Cut #* $850.,00
#* 3*
" \ .
: 1 #* noon *  $3,000.00
3% 3%
1 e
* 2 * e # Depends on water
s 3 3*
Discovery Fork # 2 %* " " i n " "
*® * 3*
Dome Creek’ i 12 *  Hydraulic *  $40,000.00
3% *
Down stream fromi 15 # 3 Hydraulic 3 $5,000,00
Steel Or.40-mile% # 12 Rocking - % 34 to $6 per day
Up 40-mile from #* 4 #* 2 winter drift No dats
Steel Creek * # 2 Rocking * " "
Franklin Creek =# 5 #* Ppen Cut #  $4,340.00
: b 3* #*
igutthork'of * 1 % Whnter Drifting *  $400.00
~mi.Le 3 3% 3
Myer's Fork 3 2 % Open Cut %  $2,100.00
- +# # - 3# \
Stonehouse Creeks 2 #* L % $1,800.00
#* : 3 # o
Chicken Creek  #* 7 3 " " ¥  $2,625,00
* % 3 .
Lost Chicken * 2 * " " + None
o % 3% 3
Ingle Creek # 3 % Beooon % $1,200.00
#* o 3* 3* .
Littlevig Creek # 3 # Winter Drifting®  $2,300.00
Mosquito Fork  * 3 # Scraper Plant  * $18,000.00
_ #hhh . 4% ¥* « .
Napoleon Creek ¥ 2 * Open Cut #* None
¥* & 3
Montana Creek  # 1 ®» " " %* $700.00
3* 3 1* :
Walkers Fork * 5 # Scraper Plant * $8,000.00
¥* ¥* . *
Davis Creek * 2 #  Open Cut - * $1¢400,00
#* ' %* ) 3* .
Wood Creek #* 1 3 woo #* $375.00
3% 3 *
Squaw Creek * 3 % Scraper Plant # No data
¥* 3 ¥*
Canyon Creek * 3 % Onpen Cut & 3 $3,800.00
* "4 Winter drift. ¥ -
Wade Creek - % 1 Hydraulic 3 $11,300.00

-7 =



———————————————— *-————-——-_-—-—————*-—-——-———-——---——-———5"————————-—————-—-—
3* 3 3
Crooked Creek ? 3 %* Hydraulic #* $5,000.00
3 3 ¥*
Broken Neck Cr. s . 1 ¥* Open Cut ¥ mmmm—a
* 3 ) 3
Big Bear Bar * 2 %# Open Cut & * $300.00
¥ %* Rocking %*
Nugget Creek * 1 * Hydraulic %* #700.00
3 3 #*
Alder Creek # 3 * " 3 $#4,000.00
¥* ' 3 3%
Curtis Bar * 1 3* Open Cut * $300,00
* # *
Flume Creek # 1 #*  Hydraulic  *  $150.00
3% 3 L .
Barney Creek 3 1 %* " ¥ #$200.00
Fox Creek 3 2 * " *  No data.
#* * 3*
Fourth of Tuly = 7 #* " * Depends on water.
¥ ks 3
Ruby Creek %* 1 # vinter Drifting % $300.00
: * 3 3
Washington Creek¥ [ * Prospecting ® mmmmmm— -
* 3% % ,
Mission Creekxr  * 1 * Open Cut * $300.00
- 3* e #* _
Estimate %* 5 # In outlying #F emmmmme—a- .
#* * districts *
________________ B m e e o o e e FE e e e i e o e e o e o e T . o o - e o~
Note: -

Tne output may be increased after September 1st owing torheavy
rainfall. The output of Dome Creek will probably reach the &a9p, 000
mark as better ground has been found since the estimate was given,

$3.00 pans being common.

Mail Service

There is semi-monthly service to the creek,each mail having
a welght limit of 500 pounds. On the 15th of July there was in the
post~- :
-post-office at Zagle, 3,600 pounds of mail and unless a special con-
tract is issued the mall will lay until it can be taken over the
winter trail, causing 2 considerable inconvenlence to the miners.
Mr. Powers, the present mall carrier assured me that with agood road

these conditions now existing would be relieved. Furthermore the
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contract for carrying the mail could be cut one third a year
making a saving to the Governmeni, amounting to 32,600 which in

a short time would pay for the construction of the road.

Summary.,

Being conversant with nining conditionsjit ig in ny judg-
ment not a worked out districtjbut one with a future before it,
second to none in the Yukon. This district has been pruducing, ex-
tensively for the past forty years. During the war 1t of course
received a setback, but with good roads and trails, and a reduction
in the cost of produce will induce younger blood to enter the

country. The Eagle - Fortymile and the surrounding districtg have

a bright future.

Hoers (Piwe

Forman, A. R. Co.

\



Jaclk Wade,Alaska;
July 1,1925.

Gentlemen:

Ko doubt increased appropriations are in a way beneficial
to the Territory at large,but I fail to see where they would benefit
the Forty IYile Precinct. This precinet is in area practically one
half of the so called Eagle-Forty lMile Subdivision,yet it never gets
over 5% of the appropriation or allotment made for the subdivision.

This too in spite of Govervment statisticg showing its
production to be some $7000,000,0C as against the Eagle Precinct's
$3400.000.0C, The principal evidence of A.R.C roads in this section i=
a number of gign? posted on miner-made and caribou travelled trails.

Postmnster.

) ALASKA Roag “&MMISSmﬂ
4; JUNE:w ALASKA
7:% ‘ - JUL 24 1925

FILE

Very truly yours,

FRC poX 65410



WAR DEPARTMENT TN

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA g,,,j ,;4"‘%
Hainesufddd, ALaska | — LY /}
July, 28th. 1925. SUN N
IO e —
LI BYiE i 7 ¥
Lieut. H. E. Fisher, JUHEA ALagka S
Disbursing Officer, A. R. C, 905

JUL 22 jy::

iy

Juneau, Adska,

Dear Sir:

I have at hand yours of the 24th. inst.
in which you quote a letter from my friend Chas. E. N,
Cole, who is Postmaster at Jack Wade. :
Needless to say this letter is interesting to me,
furthermore the statements made in it are not far
from being true. While he is off when he says that
the Forty Mile district only gets 5% of the total
appropriation for the Eagle Sub=districé, yet it is
true that by far the larger share of the money in the
ast has been spent near Eagle. This: alone however
oes not prove that his distriict has been discriminated
againste The Forty Mile district is an issblated one
and any money spent in connecting that district with
a main artery of transportation helps the district
even though the money is not spent within the geographical
limits of the district itsself.
It is doubtless true that the Forty Mile district has
produced something like $7,000,000.00 in the past. But
we cennot build roads on the strength of its former
glories. It is now producing only $50,000.00 or $60,000.00
yper year. ‘
Regarding his last statement that the principal evidence
of AR C roads in this section is a number of sign posts
on miner masde and caribou traveled trails. I can well
see how this might appear true to Mr, Cole who lives at
Jack Wade and # rarely gets far from there. Trails
were laid out around Jack Wade during the heyday of mining
in that section by the miners themselves and they have been
little changed since. Now the camp has dwindled to a
mere handfull and there is no great demand for new trail

However I believe with the completion of a good trail
Aown Liberty ¥ork to O'Brien Creek the time has come to
scatter our appropriation more over the district and that
the Jack Wade section should come’for a larger share in§(/
future than it has in the past. LA

b

Very truly yours.
/?}S aafL@/

6-G6/¢T



July 28, 1925

Mr. R. J. Shepard
Asst. Supt. Alaska Road Commission
Haines, Alaska

Dear sir:

I have Just received the following notes attached
to a traffic census forwarded from Jack ¥ade post office for
the Jack 7ade - Chicken routs:

: “"Jack Wade, Alaska, July 1, 1925
Gentlemen:

¥o doubt increased appropriations are in a way
beneficial to the Territory at large, but I fail to see
whore they would benefit the ¥orty iile Precinct. This
pracinct 1s in area practically one half of the so-called
Eagle-Forty Mile Subdivision, yet it never zets over 5%
@f the aprropriation or allotwent made for the subdivision.

This too in spite of Qovernment statistics show-
ing its production to be some $7,000,000.00 as against the
' Eagle Precinct's $400,000.00. The principal evidence of
A.R.C. roads } is gection is 3 number of signs posted
on miner-made_ caribou travelled trails.

Very truly yours,
Chas. E. H. Cole
Poatmaster”

You no doubt will de interested in the foregoing
and be able to inform us furghor in regard thereto.

-Cordially yours,

H. E. Fisher
Disburasing Officer

HEF /W



July 10, 1924

Mre Je Ae Kemp
Gteel Creelk, ~lasle

dy decr Nre Tomp:

Tgeaipt s nexmovladged of your lotter of
Juag T, 1924, condernliag road zad trall construasion
in the Feriy Hile distriet In ronly I Buvae $o advise
that our program for this ueasnn upon which Mr. Prige
is now engogaed zad which will ke lagneotad In August by
a membsr of this Poard, inclriles allotmamts for 3tael
(reaz=Jack Wals anl 3tosl Tres-fgoss Crzsk.e  This
money 13 for the amuzl asintercnce of the summer pack
trail and wiater 3194 roade "2 cannot 2l thils Uine comnils
oursalves to owmmer woysn roud construction in the Forty
¥ila until osur funds shall bs so iucrensad as to pevrmls the

hope of duildirg encuzh road to set somewhera.

Regrotting that the Tarritory has deen umadle
to persuade Congress to lnorease osur appropriztions se as
-to meet the needs of the varfous dietricts mors rapldly, I

an
Tary tyuly Jours,

Jas. T. Otasse
Pragident
JGs/ Tme

i



near its mouth and a bridge is not neegled except in the spring
during ice~-Jams and then for sometime/this slough is impassatle.
It is 12' to™14' deep about 120' wid¢ and would cost approxe
imately $700.00\to build. The one #hat went out last spring is
salid to have beey too low, etc, buy¥f is probarle that no bridge w
would stay unless\well built and fhen anchored by old cables or
wire. .The other bN dge needed ig a btridge for pack horse only.
It is across the oudet of a la)fe above Minto near mile 46. It
is only used one or twywo trips ¢gach season, but from 2ll informa=-
tion it is an absolute\necessyty as the water is deep, swift,
and bad banks to get up I fully intended to stop and build
this bridge, tut I knew Xha¥f my allotment was exhausted and as
the thermometer was well Y¥low 500, I thought it best to con-
tinue on to town though I/%ad some vertval instructions to the

j had much stormy and windy weather
while out and some eXtremely cold on the way in, so much so that’
we were forced to uge the road hquses or suffer extreme exposure,
but all arrived in/good shape and\in good health.



Dec17, 1918
The Alaska,Road Commission,
Juneau, Alaska.
Gentlemen: //

0f the work done by me on the Fairbam(s-Tanana Mail
trail I wish to report that with a crew oI three men, a cook,
a team and teamstér, we left here on Novemher 7 arriving at Hot
Springs (Mile 102)' on the 1lth, where we purchased supplies
continuing op to Sullivan Creek, where we,/ ‘built a bridge. T
old bridge built by' woodhaulers, had sagged down and was nearly
ready to fall but for props on the ice, /which had been recente
ly put in. We selected a site near the old bridge and put across
a span with an A truss of 40 ft and a ipproaches of 30 ft on the
South bank. Timber was difficult to,find. suitable sticks could
only be gotien by crossing the bank, for nearly seven miles.
Good pole decking was f&und three pliles to the South. This
tridge cost approximately $6.00 per foot, or about $400.00. It
is on what is known as thq Wood Chopper Cut 0ff, and shortens
the route to Tanana from three }o five miles over the old route,
vy way of Tofty, the Post ge te ing now at Wood Ch0pper.
We moved to our next bridgg\gamoes Eoulder Creek (Mile 138). Thf\\\
iy a Mud Sill on the West bank,
which undermined, letting ¢ bridge fall into the stream, but
it had teen so well built at it was not seriously damaged.
by digging in the day and with\log fires at night, succeeded 1n o
cutiing through the frost/and detting a good log atutment down
to the bottom of the strdam. TRis abutment is 7 X 14 X 12 high
and I think good for mapy years.\ This work, with the taking up
and rebuilding the brigge, cost a\bout $240,00. From here we
went to near the lowexry end of the\trail, our last camp being
about six miles from fanana. Near\mile 152-153 thereare two
tridges whose approaghes had float away on had been damaged.:
These we repdired by/filling in timb&r. I find from Mile 146 to
near 151 there are/several small bridges (8 or 10) that need
rebuilding but th were covered with glaciers so badly that I
could neither repair or retuild them.\ Forest fires had damaged
some of them bes des caused much timbtey to fall across the road,
which was clea?fd away. There is so much sidehill glaeciering

bridge had Peen built with o

.\\i

on this sectiory that I recommend that a\part of it at least be
atandoned and that the trail cut out in the flats now used by
the mail, te jmproved by going around the\lakes etc. This
should be donge earlier in the season. It\is in fair condition
now, but as the lakes break up the travel 11 have to return
to the hlll/ etc. On our way tack we built‘\a bridge across
Wood Chopper Creek half a mile above twon. is bridge is 22!
long with approaches of the same length, and o0st atout $125.00
Other work done by us was in the way of repairs, both
going and returning your foreman and the three axmen went ahead,
staking lakes, clearing fallen timber, trush, ete., and putting
new poles in the Tridge that needed them, arriving in camp an
hour or two after our team. There are two bridges yet needed.
One a deep slough usually dry or nearly so, protatly an old
channel of Dugan Creek, mear Mile 96. We found a good crossing

FRT Box 63420
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WAR DEPARTMENT

BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Subject: Revort of Eegie Sub-cistrict.

To: The Roard of Road Cormmisszioners for Als
Juneau, Alesska. ‘

1. In accordence with lﬂ?uIUCthT? recz2ived from lajor
Oliver under dete of April 15th, 19 I left Skegwey ey l4th
and :roce3a°ﬂ to Zagle by the firs availehle ur“ns;ortet on,
arriving there ilay S4th. I tren erent twenty-six deye in
meking a reconrsigsance of the roads and trails in thet sub-
digtrict end in connection therswith I zm submititing the
following rexrort.

2. I wes seccomranied to ZTegle by XMr. Fred Price, your
Generel Foreman in the disgtrict wnho zlso occom1anled e on the
princizel rvsert of the reconnaisscnce. After com:leting my —
investigation, I drew upr a written schedule for Hr, FPrice of W
tine work to e cone for the remalnder of the season, a coxny N
of which is attached to this rerort., - °* L3

: -

&. Eagle Sub-District: The roads and trails in tais dis-
trict have veen built primarily to serve the gplacer miners in
the regicn., The zold groducing digtricts trivutary to Eagle
are ag follows: '

(a) Seventy Mile Creek, lying west of Bagle producing

atout 218,000 rer year.

(b) American Praeg, immeuiately south of Eagle (IOb ol

(

not producing over $5000 per year,

¢) The Forty Mile district lyirng fifty miles south of
Eagle. This district in the vast has rroduced about
seven million dollars wut at present is not produclng
over fifty. or gixty thousand aollcr0 Ler year.

4, Eaocle-Seventy AlWe Route, 11XW: Thilis route lezves Eugle
tarough the 0ld Army Fost at Fort Bghert, cnd roumhly varallels
Misgion Creck on its sauth to the cornfluence of Mission and
Bicelgior Creek. There it crosses to thie north side and gaining
avout one thousand feet in clevation crosses the swmmit of the
ridge and drows into the headwatzsrs of Roclk Creek, a tributery
of Seventy llile Creslk. TFron here the winter treil follows down
Rock Creeck to the Seventy ¥Hile cnd then contlnues up the Seventy .
¥ile to Tlume Creelk, a total dl:tence 0i ebhout gixty-Tive miles

from Regile, )
The swwer teack trail, howevar, from Rock Creek on seeXs
ut tuoe herd ground on the ridses ez much as vossible until the

FRC GoX bSYO



le: crossir“ is reeached about ons mile helow Crooked
elz, Trom thie roint the route followed either by foot
ze

e

1

2.1

T

'd OO
) o‘

agsserzers or vack noreges is derendent uron the stage of
vinter in the Seventy Iile and will ke discmssed letcr. Fron
Eegle to American Creek & distance of about 14 miles, the
route follows firm ground ant is of wegorn road standard.
From americen Creek To Zligsion Orsel however the zround is
covered witn moss and riggernesds and is cguite goit. The
l:cation is about as =00C¢ oz could Le ovltained for botnh
winter road and sumrer ;ack treil., The charscter of inm-
rroverentior swrer Tocx trell vurwmoses on thils sesction hasg
heer drecinege., With the eiicertion ol & Tew stots yet To be
eushnt ur thiis work hesg bteen carried on to & voint etout one
hel? mile west of Woll Creczk. Satls‘ﬂctorj results neve bteen
obtaired. The messon's rrogrenm includes the continuetion
of thnis to Miggion Oresl, eisht miles from C,; e, Also
en invrovament of azpoul 20600 fzazt ilmwmediat elr rortn of
Erzcelelor Creek., Thies will put thie traill in #Zood shete
from Tegls to the Summit Cavin, = distance of cbhout ten miles.
In crcseing Lhe =zummit, the pack treil lesves he winter road
2ac climbe to hevdzr zround on the vidge for a distance of
atoutr three milzs. Thleg tra2il hes never been 1nvroved vut is
raucil mmere regsable then the winter road which 1s very swemtv,
It s¢rold be relocated in part znd imyroved. An exrenditure
of thr-e nundred dollers ahoAlu rut 1t 1n roocd cordition.
The winter gled road from Summit Cabin to the Ssventy

¥ile 1s vrell locetzd, *akes advr‘tcdc 0f the eagiest grades
ana is 1n ood condition Trere is little imzmrovenent

30
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i
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neeaded rovevar £fs on the ﬂﬂr*h eida of the Saventy
Mils Ju= Malow the movth of Brvent Creek. From this in
n, winter travel is on the ice,

Tram Reelr Creek Crossing to the cabhle orosad
below Crooked Creek the summar nack trail i 2
tut the onli dwrrovement made thus far hes b
Only licht im**nv*ﬂOﬁu ie reocorrended for thi

ER

n

- S S lOIl h v
Tre scamt.  Trom the cohle croseing wnich 1g 2bout tyenty founr
riles from ngle, “rﬂﬂ+1ﬂally 211 the foot trave rogses +ﬂ
the rorth tenk, end ceontinuss on thet side fo

. . i -
niles until Nugget Cre=k ie regched. The pack t

[@IAS]
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»
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o
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relong the south eide over sreund thet 1z swenmpy
vert to within wpout two miles of Washington Cre L There g
crogsing te the north side ig made. Wails there has Leen some
treil cutting ir xlaces on thig z2ction, no improvenent of arnr
ks a g a matver of fact at normasl “asg S
sually nmads to teke =zadventegze of
s t Creek. TFrom Crooked Creck

~d
)
~- (D

H O
W O

1 ducing stresms are cn the north
ne; zre ¢ll on the south.

r sing to the ford helow Washingion Craek
it does not arwuser =dvieasble to srend much meoney on meinterance
or imzrovenent .zt the vresent time. This region 1s covered with
mose ond niggeraesd svempz, snd witil only zcattering tinmber.

le norege trevel is clow znd laborious, it is woeszsitle to
-2
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out to

Tugret Cresk dur

e
<
C'

(

> the winter.
the Qevmrtj ¥ile zbovs Al
ilzg ebove Mugget Creck. T
le

There is no activi
Cresl which 1s avout fi m
from Mugzet to Alder is t
is recommended on it fo his gescson.

Mr. Zerry Rossg of Eagle +ho ig a menbe T Mr. Frice's
crew accomrenied rie on the vaeﬂuj Hile trigp and ig femiliar
es @a
;

—_
z2t trrough most crnyviiere &t any tine., The only improve-
ment t© o o te of much velue would te drazine g€ ana tasre
ig not ent trovel to justify zuch on exﬁV“QWture.
Martne: sr2 ars stretchzs ol Zood zgrd Jround on the
orrosi 0f the river ~hich ore slveys used unless
the i nueuslly nich,
T 17 o1l the foot trevel irom Ciooked Cra
“ugzet £ on tins north cicds but slideg o cut
melie 1 ticarls to vee this route throuzghout
horses
= on Crs Ferney Crezlr the trall ig bLetter
tho: mileg Lt could e greetly inrroved Ty
zyingin ion to er ground hizner ur clong the
pillizid rney C te Flocer Creel a cut honi
caveral gzv nisgn o gz 1t nacszgrary for oot
Tegrensers to ©. the Seventy Mile twice or climh ovar the
top of The ridze Letwesn Farney snd Flscsr Crezlzg, A treil
trusned out over this ridze would he of conegsiderable velue
ee none exists =2t zrezent. From Flacser Creek the trail climbse
to & ni ridre which 1z Followed until ugret Creck is
r2achad, Thig treil ig well located snd in Tfair condition.
t o 2elr 211 treffic crosses the Seventy 1iile,
e of weter it ig rosesgitle for wack hnorses to
Tord but foot passengers cen only rord with safety at low
vater., Attemplts heve besn mads to maintain & foot bridsge
here Tut without success. I racommend the instelleation of
one of our standeard cable trems to solve this vroblem. The
reguired steor teltween shesar lezes 1g 15C feet and the total
length of the main cable reguired ig 275 feet. Materials
ghould be sghiznred to Togle bafore trensportation on the Yulon
closeg thlg fcll end arre ngen 1ts made fTo neve it freighted
i
t3
1r

(D(D

a
h
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e}
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SO

imrroved but gquite ressab

with ny ideag with rezard to minor ca@pg and ilmrrovement
2long thls route., He ig thoroughly familiar wi n the 3eventy
ile district end I believe would he & cof men to
attend to the scattered worlk along this route.
Frorebly helf %the production on the Seventy ile
vregent comes from Crooked Crec=k, The next higrest nroducer
iz Alder Creek. 3Between Crooked and Alder Fr:eks there are
eight or ten irdividuel mirers who make their livirng or
vertially malke their living mining. From all trat T could

) Ay}

vt
d

\

learn *tlsre ore lorce cuantities of low zrede ground in
thig district hut it is only by crraiul menegerent and strict
econony that it cen te mede to rroduce a rvrofit. Whilz wlacer
ﬁining‘wllW rrotebly contirue in the district for meny yéars
thers is no arrarent rsason to errect any great incrsase in
the rranent rroduction,

—7—



5. Baecgle = O'Brien Creck, Route 11A: This ig the main

routp from Eegle to thhre Ferty ¥Mile coun.ry. The first fifteen
miles from ZTegls To the Anericen Swamilt hes tesn develoxed

Lo vegon road gtandard. The rermeining twelve miles from the

ﬂxderlc n Summit to Literty is & winter =sled-.road. As the

vroblems crising wi.i: ragerd to these two cections are essentiall
different .tey \111 ne congidered esperatzsly.

6. Eazls - Americen Swmit, 15 miles: This section of
ro2d in the zast hos prorebly consumed over hall of ths total
grrroxrriations Zor the onle—ﬁor 7 iiile district. Tne resson
Tor tiiis 1s that the Canyon of dravlcaﬂ Creek is of csuch a
character thet zctusl rosd construction in & side cutv vwee
nscesgary to e winter fle 2 ree.onable coz=t
rracticcble, iile Americ ne pvast nee teen a
Talr wmroduce most of the n over tuilg road
crosced the sumit into ths country. It hes
tne aim ol the meopxle of Iag ; thie section of
roal imrroved to =& nign 2 JtEﬂcﬁrd as roszible in order to
equalize the freignt rates hetween Emgle:and the town of Forty
hlle, into the Forty Ilile country As a-matter of feact this
is imposeible for the resagon the t the town oi Feriy ilile has a
veter grede into the Forty illle district, whereas the Americen
Summit, which 1s Z4GCC feet hnigh, cennot be evoldea 1in tringilng
in fr=ight from Hagle. However, the fsret that the towmn of
Forty Mile 1g in Cancu?”P trrritory niveg Tagle & great advan-
tage and somewhat eﬂucl es Lae difference in the cost of

er Imvrovement on this road from
it that I can sze would be the
Q17m¢n ation of the neeavisst gredes slong Discovery Tork ond
the congtruction of a znow fence on the summit. The nezinum
grade on thils road is about 15 rver cent. At & rsasonavnle cost
I Tbelieve tnat 211 grades could he reduced to akout 10 or 11
ver cent but any furuﬂer reduction would e out of the aues-
tion. On the svmmit there is a stretch of about 4CC fest where
the snow drifts bpadly. Years ago a snow fence was built by the
Road Commission ztout 10C feet zbove the road Tdﬁ ﬁffﬁct of
thie fehce was to stop drifting duvuring the

fre 1ﬂnt1pg The only furth
Eagle to the Amerloan Sm
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winter until the snovw hed drifted to 2 1eval Wl*q the t
the Tence; after that nowever the drifting gnow demosited Lelow
the fence and nade conditiong on the road =rorsge then il thers
ned ssen no Zernce at sll. I welizve thet o secénd fence Turilt
100 Teet ztove the tresznt ons, thus Tormi a vociuet Tebtwzan the
two f=nces, would gra2atly imtrove snow ions &t this rnoint.
7. American Swornit - Tl“ertj, 12 mileg: | During the =ca2son
ﬁ Price co“ul“vea uue 1"Tvovaxejt of the wintsr treil
50 stes icen Swwmit for o digtance
laz Cov sk, It ane veen r. Frice!
tizue the Ingprevement of the winter trail into a

{
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swer rock treil slong Hing Solomon Crask to Livertiy. The
srouna folloved by thlz rlntar trell i r the nost nord
gwemn:r snd ahout 30 crogcd ods netwveen the fuecn of
Sheba Fork snd Libsrty. r of Fact after the streem
naz slacliered uwn, winta r the most rert is on the
ice, but thes »resent wir , £ usad durins the esrly
éart o0f the wintsr, I v net Iir, FPrice's policy of
vrying to alie the winter trail ¢ owhe swrner recl treil

oincide 1g srroneous &g the v nt cwmmer treil from Americen
Surmit to the nortih fork of Xing Solonon is on nerd sround ond
well loceted. The exzernce of the imzroven:=nt ol the wintsr Iroil
into = el Zotreil wouia Te out of rrowmortion to its value
and would ire conetene nelnterncnce; fvrinsinore as Kingz
Solomon Crezk is zreocticelly unfordsbles 2t extrsme hizh water,
in ordsr To avs a route That could Le wusasd at =11 szasong, 1t
world e necezscry to walntoln numerous bridres. Tuas urssent,
swrer trall Trom Americen Swmit to tie nortn fork of Hing
Solonmon leesves the winltsr ftreil at vhe svnnit, Zollows the crest
of the ridge =t en cleveation of about 400 fest in & gensrs
casterly dircciion for sbout 24 miles and then gwings zouth
elong a nerd Srevel ridze on on easl) [rade for o distence of
zlout 4 mileg to tie mouth of the Morta Feorlk, From the nouth
of the Yorth For¥ to Liberty #% distsnce of about es
surmer tecl trall trevel follows the crsal i
worst ssctlion on the entire trall hetween A e
The ground ls grvampy #nd the stream crogses the cenyon from
side to gide, mekirg constent fording necessery. rn fect the
melil man mekes 21 Tords between the ¥orth Fork end Liberty.

t high wetir 1T ig imrtoseible to use thie route. As an clter-
native, & rouite nos Leen 2stobl shed clinbing the mountain side
from the north Tork and swinging along ths heac of geversl drews
drorring into the canvon agein =t Literty. This route hes never
teen _mrroved and the sredes are excessive. It is only used during

ey d the crzsek canyon 1in this sec-

T
high watse In orcder %o
tion I made location from
mountain ZTor about 1~ ni

m tie Worth Fork czlong the side of the
lﬂw At this xroint & rim =zbout Z25 feet

apove the creek bed wes r ned. Tuig rim continues on to Liberty
but on the lower end drown i on any easy grade,

¥y instructions to IIr, Price wers to esteblish cemp at th
mouth orf tne Yorth Forli =nd from there construct this gection
trail from the Iforth Fork fto Liberty. Iy ellotment for this
work wes 4000; 2lso from the sezme cemp to imrrove the treil
between the Torth Fork and Americen Swmit. Iost of the inmrprove-
ment required on thig trail is on the lower nile and ig =2cgily

accegzirle from this cemp on the Worth Fork., “Taern thils Improve-

ment nas Teen comrlated the trail from Americen Summit to Liberty
will meke but one crou51£“ and that will he on the MNorth Tork.

(4]

OO’

) A

T:ls cgection of the summer trail thern zhould Te whe Tazt hetween
~Jegle and Chiclten., The wilnter trall Tetwesn Americen Swiit
and Liberty is in zood csnere and requires 1little or no exrense
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8., Libvartr Cabin - Dome, Route 1
ie

erty Ceabin
the swmer rtaclr treil crosses 0'Br s

v
el 2 5 of & briage
congiructed by ¥r. Frice lest yeer, and clinbks onto the ridge

in the direction of TForty ¥ile Dome. Thnis section of the

trail v e imnroved last yeer by ilr., Frice. The character of

the imcrovenment wae prrin DalLJ drainege. Ifumerous culverts

were Tut in, end tne trall disehed on hotn sid:s. It came
nﬁovgl tne spring breckup in good sitepe and at the time I

wee there in the early vert of June it ves well dried out

zrd Tery ressable. There is howevsr still abvout + mile of

soft Qrouid on the unrer snd of this section which should he
drained. Afser the swmiit of ths rideses ig reeched tue ground
ig hord ond tha trail in good condition to Dome Creek. However
the Dome Crsel comy nas ceen moved apout 2 miles fotner aovn
the cresll snd asz ths meaeil men meles Dome one of nis ctO”qub

vlocez it wovld te o zrast adve tage not only to nim wut to the

men et Dome Cra:l cert .o wIusn out o trail on & rore direct

routs from Dome Crezk to the suﬁ:;t of the ridge, @Iifity dollcors

wes rllotted for this work thiz secsgon, :

9, Dome - 3tcel Cre eﬂ, Poute 11 I: TFrom Dome Craek, th
trail egein climbs to the zwrmit of the ridge on the gouth an
drors into Diclk Dele PWeuﬂ. This =zection of the trailil for the
most nert 1s on herd ground. From Dicli Desle Creek the trail
agein clinbs to the summit of the ridze on the southwest. )

00Xt sround. It ig recomnended that next season's “rogl

Thers is e stretch of shout = mile of thic treil thet 1g on
Sl
irclude tha improvement of thig section. From here the tr

ail

keers on the crest of the ridge until the descent is made into
nhe Forty ilile Canyon orxrosite the mouth of Steel Creek. This
treil is in feir condition. A& ewitch-beck zcrede bulilt last yea
Ty IIr, Price eliminates the worst of the zgrade in getting out
of the Forty Mile Canyon.

10, Steel Crsek -~ Jaclk Wede, Route 11 CC: The croscing
on tne Forty Iile &t Steel Crezk is made by ferry meintained
oy ¥r. emp vho nlsgso maintains a road cenp at Steel Creek. The
sumer rack treil climbe out of Stesl Crask on a rezesonable
grade, lolTOws the sunmit of the rid nGé drowe into the
headwvaterz of Tocde Creeck E*owt one 1 gbove Jacl Vade rocgtofiice
Thisz trail 1~ o herd ground snd iz folr coundition but a
of gzrede 1= nd Lo 1 followiﬁg the ridge
STe NUMEST0ouE 1es ol sodules betveen end over
trail n s ‘\VQ nowevar thnetv nnder

o
treil is advisahle. If
t ere consider
:ection, the ronts up
7 3

o i
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it now veed as tihis '1%#3*
hiz routa re..c2z the ~rods

o o rivdireen Tt onld reanire
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o the mouth of Canyon Crecsk. This
of minerc workingz on Canyon Creck
47 Mile Riwver uslow Steszl Creck. About
imrrovement this srring and it is now
follows the bank of the Forty HMile
just sbove nizh wetzr line.

15, Peck Trail, Wolker's Fork to Roundeary: Thile in
thre Telrer's Tork and Jack Tade cistricts seversl reqguects
ver: nade to me for the improvenent of & trail un Pelisr Crack
to the Conadiarn Roundary., This route is used, I am told
by =very one traveling from W?lker'a FTorlk, Stael Creck, Jack
WVede, Chicken, Kﬂchum0uuk, nd Tanensa Croseing to Davscen,.
ozt of thig travel 1is uur1a5 the winter, either with dog
tearms or on snow ghoes. Thers is ro inmzroved treil ur Folkar
Cresk, and for this reason travel for the most rert climdps
onto o hizh ridge to the north end mekes a concideretle detour
in order to rzsach the trail at Foker Creek on the aradian
side of the Foundary. A trail hes already been mede firon the
nydrenlic rlent & Teller'z Fork to ths mouth of Pokur Creek
and by cutting out & treil Zor = distance of ebout &2 miles
end coing e minimum amount of greding, & short route could
e obtained from Wellker's Fork to the trzil on the Cenadian
gside up Polker Creck, Whnile I did not heve time To neke a
verconal inspection of thig rmection, every onse to whom I
telked recommended it, and thersfore %150 wes allotted for
this rmurrose.

16, O'Brien Creek - Torty 1ile, winter sled road,

Route 11E: From Lloﬁrtj Cabin the winter gled
road fallows down O'Brien Creek to its confluence with the
Forty Mile River. I did not have an ornortunity to inspect
thig route, but ¥r, Frice revorted that o 1ittle work would
e recuired on cut-offs thhis fell. He expected to have tine
before the end of the seagon to maks an insvection of the
route and would make the necessary repalrsg out of funds re-
served for that purgose.

k]

17, Ste=sl Creell - winter gled road: While el the heavy
freighting in the Forty ilile district from Toth Eagle and
Fortzr HJ-@.?ollows the river, the winter ”311 route leaves
tie Tortry 1lile at Steel Crsslr rostoffice, follows up Steel
Creelr to ite neadwaters, and crOUMes a divide into the head-
waters of Wade Creek, continuing dovn Tade Creek to Jack Vade
rostoflice, ”%e Annusl Revort carries this route ag 12+ mile
sled road and <~ mile wagon road. The 2 mile wegon rcead
referred to ig-the section crosging this summit from the head
gf Steel Creels to the head of Tade Cr.sk. Az = matter of fact,
1t is not accessible by wigons from either =nd and should, I
believa, %= cerfled only as a winter sled rozd.
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of "Tede Crecsk, Her= trs creek b@é is narrov
coerse poul 3, Wnen the ice first forms in
freezes to 2 depth of 2bout 5 or 6 inches, then the water

drovs and leaveg the ice suvrorted by boulders in the creek
hed., Before travel ig safe in this canyon, it is necessery
for the mail men to bresk dovn thicshwelf of ice for =z con-

siderable distance., Every season consideretle 4ifficulty
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is encountered in getting through LaLD canyor.. Tnis route 1is
used oz little ag vogsible by freighters on accouvnt of this

condition, I made a heasty exanmination of the worst rzart, but
did not have blﬂe to make an estimate of the coat of huilding

a cut-o0ff zlong the hank to avoid the worst stratches. Eowﬂver
I believe such en investigation and estimate should bhe made,

erd if the coszt is not too excessive this worl chould e put
ornn our rrogrem., This 1mrrovaJert would grestly benefit the
mail COftTQCu0r would rer%1t the Ifresichting of hay from
Chiclken, =thers thare ig CUJM“JQPC“Tﬂ readow land, to Jack
Uede, and 2g = rvoute from the mouth of Welker's Tork through
Jaclk Tede to the St22l Cresl vosgtofiice is 22 miles shorter
tunan the routs Jollowing the Forty Iiile River, it wourld zive
tne Treignters from Torty Hile o C“LnCﬁ to cut off ocne dey in
making the round ftrip to Chicken by us ‘3 aiz route on their
raturn trip “'unout 2 load. An g17vu“ iy 3250 has Teen
meda b o to imr twzen 3tesl Creek
and the mouth of 7ilLer'°
18, Cenyon Crassk - Tallier's Tork, winter =led road,
Routz 117 This route lz=ves thz Jorty




Mile and Zollows ur Canyon rpek to 1ts head, then crogses
1

-~ C a
| \s J -~
tre Divicde into alXker's Fork asbtout 5 miles below the
toundery line. A ut 30 tons of freight each year are
© Canyon Cresk and

-~
<L
S
k)
fech

brouznt over this fjut' to the ziners on Cresli

to the hydrau lvc rlent on Wellier's TFork., An allotment of
#2350 was mede for %uildinb an additioral cut-off along this
route,

19, Fourth of July Creek, Routs 86: The Fourthh of July
Crecli ssction ig producing =t least 320,000 ger yesr in zold
outrut and ¢ wrogrem for road lmrrov“rawt heg been initieated
there. At the request of Lir. Trics 31000 wes set sside
for con iﬁhlng this work., I dic not ove on orvwortunity to
vigit tiils section.

g te il, Route 53 I hed
e ta Vo rmen raegor Jinter meil trail
from Eagle to Flrcle tut 1t weas roseidle to get 2 cleerx
uncerstanding of the requirements of imrrovement from 2 mere
degerirtion, However we a2llotted 35CC %o this trail —hich
will be exrended under the diresction of I'r. Tesderman.

2l. In orcder to get = clear Lﬂﬂgiqbgnd¢“5 of the winter
trail improvemsnt I believe o winter ingpection would hg
nececsssry., This I Telieve would e :'“txculwrlv valuatle with

~regard to the canyon on Waller's Fork =nd the winter mail
treil from Eagle to Circle. However the cost of such an
inspection trip might be greater thar the value derived Trom
it.

22, Tith ragard to the rroduction in the Forty lile
country; end its vossgibilitiss for the future, it aptears
hat like the Seventy Mile country there are larpge areas of
low crade ground which mizht he worked st a profit. The
hydraulic nlarnts noyw in oreration ssenm to nmake 2 snell
profit if «Tlc'mﬂtWJ nenaged. However thers is no aprterent
indication of eny large devcbo rment. About 40 ver cent of
the winter tonnage going into the Forty Mile section goes

over the Americ&n qumﬂlt froh Eagle, znd zbout 60 rer cent
ur the Forty llile River fron Torty Mile, A total tonrage

for the district is rroveahli- onetnlﬁz like 195 tons cnnuelly,
As the.road fronm Eaﬁle to th e,M1eILcen Durmit is now in fair
share, and with this sezson's imrrovenent frrm the American
Surmit to Liverty Cabin I helisve fusure expenditures in the
district zhould be more scattered than they have been in the

o

to freight rates in this district I coul
then that shown in Ir. Frice's last e

d
‘ I ‘ a.
rizures fron all I could leern wera accurste,
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COrY
WAR DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONERS FOR ALASKA
JUNEAU, ALASKA
azle, Alzcka, June 19, 1925,
xr, Fred Price, Genersl Foranan,
Hezle, Alecska.
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u will wroceed at once with our

0 enti
the mouth of the Yortnhn IFork o:f Kirng Solomon Cre=k and
consiruct e cack trail zlont the leit limit of Xinz Solomon
Cre=eX to Liverty, =2 distance of esvrroximately Tive miles,
The location of this trail : elther b7 axe
tlazes or srade stekes =long T & digtarnce of
gbout one mile and ons qua rim of the hill
lg reecnad at an ulDVQEl on aoove the creek
ped. IFrom tnere to Literty you will selact your ovwn locetion
glons the rim of the hill, This location should be zo ge-
laected a8 1o be suitable for imrrovement into & wegon road
if gt eny time it 1is dssirec to 4o so.
The zstimated ccost of this work is .+ . . . . . . 34,000.00

I am rs cor"e ding to the Commiszion that no
summer treail work be cone slong K_n Solomon Creek
hetviwesr The Guesen of Sheba and the Torth Fork. Hovrever,

s work as Iorimerly
ors 1t is necegsery for
T

it 1z decided to comulete tn
rlanned you will ke notifiiad
7ou to nove jour cerme from ths Torth Forl =0 itha you can Go
thiie worl from there., TFunds will e r:gserved ior tals
Turrose in case it is authorized. IZ not authorized you

iy (D

%ill be potified where these funde vill be exrended.

After rouv neve conmrleted your weork in the Liberity
saction rou will Te your crew ta tiie Servanty lills treil
end continus the drainege work <ors lect year. It is
Cezirsd tnat the coftzut ground.between Americaen Creoask

4
©
and the Post 2
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apbout the Two I7ile he drainsd
that Jyou coa &
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drainaoge work from about one hel
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5 ! k, mere vou left off 1z¢t yeoar, to
Crea;, and that you construct o EVIer reck tr=il =lon st
Toot of the nill after Croszing Eicalsior fraesek For a
Cistancsz °f 2bout two thousand fsst until hmrb zrovnd 1is
rzacned on the wintsr ftrzil, The estineted corst of this
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_ (y"
VAN
J v ;‘;‘ ‘ \WAR DEPARTMENT
/ £ RQAD COMMISSION
. I'JUN;\ZU, ALASKA

DISTRICT OFFICE
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 2
///

June 10th,1929. .

Subjecti- Transportation and Resources of Zegle District.

To:~ The Engineer Officer,
Alaska Road Commission,
Juneau,slaska,

(1), The following report on the Transportation system and the
resources of the area around ragle,silaska,is based on available local
data and facts which I have gathered with local residents,

' (2). General Information. .
Y .This community is gradually sliding back. It has nade no
';’,’ga«""’v; K progress in recent years and shows no evidence of any great progress
M“L C";i f, /f v in the future. Only a big Gold strike in this viecinity will ever 1ift
' !'h‘ R Zegle into a position of prominence. The average age of the men and -
‘((,’;\L'ﬁ { [ - women in this area is around 60 years, and these people will doubtless \L
Mwi“‘v“'{‘ : stay until they die of old age. The chief industry seems to be the ~— —
] [ w‘j" holding of claims of low-grade placer ground and hoping that some day “:\)
N3 7 ,{‘é 5(u£ some one may come who will buy their claims, and many are still (""
f(w( })ctﬂ ‘] waiting after 30 years of such hoping. ‘)
vt , .,
(e (1, fi  (3). Freight lovement. Uy
0 T R (a) Amount and Xind. 3
4 attt] 5{' gl Imports 200 Tons General Merchandise,
. do " /. ‘ Exports Fur and Gold
ﬂc‘s“‘ Yool F2ad (b) Destination.
/ VA Town of Eagle . 55 Tons
<{ li< ;b 40 iile District 125
L\/‘ wt, M . 70 iile Distriet 20 ®
gl
'/,/‘ i T (c) Routing.
y ol rq Over roads and trails maintained by the A.R.C. into both

L/\ - { %
Je "o ,{: LL(*" districts. A considerable tonnage moves into the 40=iiile Distriet in
Ao t}c‘ ¢ & the winter without going to Eagle, being dropped off in Canada at the
at

Celfe B confluence of the 40-mile River with the Yukon and is sledded up the
fot"" U 40-mile, (I was unable to get accurate figures on this movement but
I'hw =7 [Lk(‘/;’ . it is estimated at 40 Tons per year.)
f“?” q L The mine at Walker's Fork, which is the largest in the
H‘ 1 C"‘d“ {5‘,. 40-mile District,(employing 25 men now) is suppllied direct from Dawson.
N B ’("; .
v PR Lee .+ 7 (d) lems of conveyance.
)ﬁ':?& w ot y'?; :,“ 7 ‘inter:- 40 jlile., 4~horse Bob Sleds are used mostly.

oY

SRSV c /\

;\;’";

Fre oex L5430
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Sheet 2. ' S / "
Subject:-".ransportation énd Resources of Eugle District.

70 Mile. l-horse Bob Sleds.
Surmmer:~ Pack Horses

(e) Rates for Freight.

Summer Winter
Eagle to Steel Creek $15¢ per Lb x04¢ per Lb

Fagle to Chicken Creek x25¢ M " (06¢g "
Other points are in proportion to the above.

(£) Transportation Fagcilities:-
' Mr,John B, Powers handles at least 90% of all freight
moved in the direction of the 40-mile Country. He has 15 head of
- horses and mules snd sbout 40 buildings scattered over the 40-mile
district. He has the mail conpract which calls for 3 trips per month
in the 40-mile district with & 1imit of 600 Lba per itrip in summer
and 400 Lbs in winter, If Mr.Powers and the transportation system
which he has provided should become non-existant tomorrow the 40-mile
country would probably receive its deathblow as there 1s no one
in this aree with money enough to replace it. It is therefore evident
that Mr,Powers is most benefitted by the roead and trail system and
elso 1s the greatest user of the system; in fact, he is the only real
user of the sysiem, .

(4) Resources. .
(a) Population (Whites).

Town of Eagle 50
40 }ile District 125
70 Mile Distriect 20

(b) Mining Activities.
40 Mile Distriet
Walker's Fork (Only big operation in entire area
using Dragline Scraper and Hydraulic)

Chicken Creek

Jack Wade

Dome Creek '

Moose Creek

Discovery Fork

Ang several places with one or two men,

70 ile District

Crooked Creek

Broken Neck Creek

Bryent Creek

Fox Creek

Alder Creek
Many of the places now being worked have slready been worked in past
years and are now being reworked., Some sniping is going on also.

A summary of both districts from a mining standpoint can be
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Sheet 3. : * : - t

. {
Subject:- L.ansportation amd resources of Ea..e Distriet.

made a8 follows:~ Eumidd& Considerable quantities of low grade placer
ground exist but to profitably work these grounds modern machinery 1s
needed which requires capital, Capital is not now interested in these
grounds becsuse of Transportation diffieculties.

(¢)s Mining Production. (Accurate figures not obtainable)
Estimated at $30,000,00 per yesar with little prospect
of increasing.

(d)s Prospecting. )
No prospecting is being done. All of the original
prospectors are too old to prespect today and no new
blood is coming in.

(e)s Furs. ‘

Almost every sblebodied man has a trap line in the
winter., A great desl of the mining that is done by individuals, or
pairs, is finenced by the fur caught in the winter, Fur was not
plentiful last year but high prices resulted in a fair income.,

It is estimated that $40,000.00 worth of Fur was trapped last winter,

(f). Other Resources, _
Prac tically none, except that iloose, Bear and Carihou
are plentiful, amd a few people in Eagle have gardens. (about 12 acres
in cultivation)

(5) Conclusions.
(a), That the Eagle district has not progressed in recent
years and that only a big gold strike will ever make the area an
importaent one, :

(b)e That the big movement of freight is in the Winter
season when cosis are chesper and time is available and therefore the
program in Eagle should be aimed at providing good winter sled roads
and passeble summer pack trails. I would recommend in this comnsection
that all thoughts or ideas of building or improving wagon roads in
this area be abandoned until such time as greatly increased appropia~
~tions become availeble or business develops to & point that justifies
8 maig N

(¢). Considering the present volume of freight moving over
the two systems from Eegle and the amount to be j‘@nt this year($2000.00
on 76-mile emnd $4500.,00 on 40-mile) it is seen tHat the U.S. spends
five cents for every pound of freight moved into the 768-mile district
end sbout two cents for.every pound moved into the 40-mile districte.
This leads to the conclusion that the Eagle District is receiving a
generous allotment of road funds in 1929,

Yours very truly,

e Ge Christianson

l-e-ﬁ—%e-i-uta-,-c——ef—-;s-:-

Lo e Sy opy,
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'” ALASKi ROAD COMMISSION .

\\'7/(0\\ Fairbanké, Alaska, -

November 17, 1921.

.

From Fairbanks Superintendent

-

iTo Colonel James G. Steese, ‘ : fob-
~ president of the Board, Juneau, Alaska, LA

- ! \

1
2

-,

Subject,~ Bibbon-Kaltag allotment,

1 - Following is the wire correspondence on the winter wgrk on the - @
Gibbon=Kaltag winter mail trail, '

' Tanana, Oct, 18, 1921. : | QAL
(=) Sterling-Fairbanks . . ‘j:;z? Oy -
Nothing has been done regarding staking river t;all below here
and bridging Mason and Illinois Creeks . Approximately six hundred dollars
"and Robson will do the work , Please advise,

|

(Signed Goss)

o) Fairbanks, Aaa, Nov, 12, 1921,

Goss - Tanana .

Rpad Commission very short funds for winter work stop can‘mall
carrier possibly do without appropriation for two bridges and staking
“Yukon question
; (signed) Sterling
% (c) Tanana, Aaa. Nov,l4, 1921,
? Sterling-Fairbanks
; I1f possible trail should be staked stop bridges are very necessary
in Fall and Spring but have got along this Fall and probably ®an next
'springstop it is poor economy however not to care for this #$r¥ai- small
‘stretch of trail and provisions should be made in future years for its care,

: (Signed) Goss ~ :
(a) Fairbanks, Aaa. Nov, 14, 1921, ‘
Gosg=-Tanana ‘

; Notify Robson that he is alloted three hundred dollars to stake
Yukon and do necessary bridge work on Gibbon-Kaltag trail,

(Signed) Sterling.

: 2 - Not being familiar with the Gibbon-Kaltag trail or acquainted with . .|
Robson, the mail carrier, and considering the fact that Goas' wire of Nov,
14, 1921 intimatea that they could get along this year with no appropriation
I believe that § 300 is sufficient and upon later investigation believe we
will find that the $ 300 did just as much as if § 600 had been alloted.

My instructions under date of October 3lst, 1921 allots § 1500 to this

route, The present arrangement leaves a balance of § 1200 which can be
used for some other purpose, '

T T

£oe oY 68430



Presidént of the Foard.

Chief\crgrk. Railway Mail Service, Tanaﬁa.‘Alaska.

Staking- kwrt 61t bon-E55 8 due Trat1.

, ary 18, 1919, regard-

" ing staking the trail from Tanana to Rolan, you are advised -

that it is the intention o \
during the coming summexr seison,

what funds we will have at our
to make any promises as to ju
accomplish. It will also de
soon our funds tvecome avai

this Comnission to stake sll trails T
t until we know definitely
sposal we are not in position

what work we will te atrle to

d to quite an extent, as to how

Hajor of\Engineers,

- WHW/GHS

~
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NS \ . Tanana, Alaska, Jan. 18, 191¢. .
Fo Dovoaryndn: 7o W L7
N ki
Llaska Road ‘Cor ~
VAR ]
o er:t],‘enen', /

an, Alaska, arrived
from Tolér -*i-‘ﬁ‘e “reports
/of heavy snow storms and

" nebe dr thE 1ELH instAntN
L.coh2t he had dlfflculty in %
“ind trail not being marked-

7
Y OBDTINE Lil oh  Talroinpae R O SRt R S B S ng
©Y BPIIRE Tfle rgguestedrnt thMNe ¥ Pl mouir.')’ 48750 the‘“'/ reot
- “Urosoects of eecuring the ssis; f

Lo

1wt tne $ra11 between ITolan”and N
e necessury during the coming sunmer.
e 20 E2LL D2CE e T }'fin,,_‘}«’ ‘C"‘ fﬂ v—,er f.A?e fi/i:,{;fff‘

Lesse inter serv1ce between Tgneny and Nolan is-once monthly
between October 16 and I ay 15 gacl) year Nother than the mail carrier

tne*e 1s a very snull amount d ravel O"’l‘bhlS rou‘te such travel s

3 ,\,,_;

in meny pleces, by the time e carrier arriyes there on his return
trip the trail is ovliperatgh :
on account bpeing nothing mark Bis way.

tne Boad Commissicn
properly marked

This office wg:ld be nleased t0 near fry;
as b0 the prospects coifanaving the Tanana-llolan tral
where necessary duriné the coming swmmer.

Hespectfully.

Qéw
Jlaska Roud €

—t s

\v'{’t {““ §?

| I A"utﬂa’ .
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Juneau
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Capt Twaddle
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Juneau, Hpv, 10, 1917,

/

o

Cept. Twaddle, Gibbony urges construction ilhree iiii;/%ridges below

Sommers, :
: "Fairbanks,

=
b
H

Griders, route seventéen, peyiod Statrs Robsop~will do work one
hundred five dollars period Will wirﬁ/ii?,&ake_matter up with you

period Expenditure authorized.

Zug.




ADDRESS REPLY TO
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

Lo, ovu13)095- . UNITED STATES
g DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION

JUNEAU, ALASKA w“7m

September 19, 1936

|
MEMO for Mr. Taylor concerning Fortymile District. . /4;;

On August 27, 1935, in company with Frank Nash, I flew to Dawson
in a plane owned by Ed Holbrook and associates (Northwest Mines), and
piloted by Dick Hawley.

We were met at the field by G. A.Jeckell, Ccmptroller of Yukon
Territory and taken to Dawson, 12 miles down the Klondike River.

The next morning in a car driven by Mr. Jeckell we drove over the
Dawson-Sixtymile Road to Holbroock's dredge camp on the Sixtymile River.
Enroute we had lunch at the Canadisn road camp near 35-mile where the
crew of 12 was about through with a three mile change being made to cut
out some steep grades and high country.

Their equipment ccnsisted of a new LO 76 tractor with Isaacson
dozer and & #401 new style (10-foot) Adams grader. They were roughing
out a tractor road averaging 10 feet wide, 211 in side hill. The crew
expected to move on the 30th to the 49 mile post where they were to begin
the construction of 12 miles of road to a point on the boundary 2% miles
from Cowden's dredge on Walkers Fork and hoped to complete this road for
tractors before fall.

95— ¢4 [y

In the morning of August 29 Mr. Jeckell drove us to what is known
as Glacier Junction at the mouth of Glacier Creek, a tributary of the
Sixtymile, and some 2% miles toward Dawson from the dredge. We there bid
him goodbye after having been treated with every consideration over a
two—day period. !

At this point we drove in a 1935 Ford coupe up a ridge to the top
of a mountain for =z distance of 5 miles toward Walkers Fork. Grades were
up to 40 per cent and in several places the car was hung up on high center.
Ve then followed a trail down the other side of the mountain, dropped
into Poker Creek, tributary to Walkers Fork, followed it to the mouth and
from there 2 miles to the dredge camp for the night.

On the 30th we walked back up toward the mouth of Poker Creek,
climbed the hill on the right limit to the "road" on the ridge and followed

FRC nox 65430



Memo - #é 9/19/36

this ridge road for some 12 miles. Near the 12-mile point the "road"
turned to the left while we continued 2 miles more to the head of Jack
Wade Creek. We then followed down Jack Vade Creek past the post office
and on to the dredge camp 1% miles from the mouth of the creek.

On the 3lst we walked down stream 1} miles to the avietion field,
flew to Chicken, thence to Fagle. That afternoon we drove out to 7-mile
and inspected the work being done by Rice in elevating the road along
American Creek.

September 1lst after looking over the possibility of moving =&
building off the aviation field we flew to Coal Creek, walked and drove

to the Coal Creek camp 7 miles out, returned to the plane on a sand bar
1 mile below the roadhouse and flew to Fairbanks.

As heretofore explained by MacDonald and Quenboe, the road from
Dawson to Sixtymile, some 60 miles in length, was laid out to provide the
least possible construction costs with practically no respect for grades.
In order to accomplish this the road necessarily follows the ridges and
consequently climbs up and down the high points reaching elevations of
over 4,000 feet. Until this year it might be said that no grading has
ever been done; a track was originally made by wagons and has since been
improved with very limited funds as occasion demanded. One short stretch
of corduroy was noted in a saddle.

In one of these saddles our car stuck in a mudhole (it had been
raining for several days previous), but except for this one mudhole the
entire distance could have been negotiated without chains. There are
practicelly no culverts on the entire route; on slopes where water will
accumulate and run down the road, it is turned off at frequent intervsals
by a small trexh dug disgonally across the road.

As a whole the 60 miles traverse the longest stretch of good road
material in the north. This would not be true if the road was limited
to a seven per cent grade and kept at a lower elevation. Regardless of
elevation, I would say roughly that should the grade be reduced to seven
per cent, at least sixty-five per cent of the present location would have
to be abandoned.

As explained, the Canadians purchased scme good equlpment this
year which arrived late in the summer. They are now improving the location .
in spots, grading short streches in wet saddles and constructing-a branch
road from 49-mile to the boundary at & point near Cowden's dredge. It
was noted that some of this new location contains grades up to twelve
per cent.



Memo - #3 : 9/19/36

Although they did not start the 12 mile branch from 49 until
about August 3lst, the Canadian crew expected to finish it this fall and
return their equipment to Dawson for work on roads in that vicinity in
late fall., In the spring it is the intention of working the equipment
out over the road and, providing they are through with the change, to
turn it over to us for an indefinite period entirely without charge.
They will also loan tents and tools.

We would furnish gas, oil and grease and pay their Cat driver and
graderman and foreman the going Canadian wages. These wages are higher
than ours, the foreman getting $11.40 less $2.50 for board and common
labor $7.85 less $2.50 board.

No definite time was set for loaning the equipment, nor was the
period of time set. It is known, however, that they would want the equip-
ment to take back to Dawson probably not later than September 1.

Should they get through in the spring on July 15 this would give
us 45 days use of it, This period would nowhere nearly complete the
proposed road from the boundary to Chicken and the question arises whether
to accept this offer and go as far as possible or whether to ship in our
o equipment—or do both.

Before anything definite is decided on the construction of this
road there are several things to be given serious consideration. First,
should money be expended on a low type tractor road, similar to the
Canadisn road, which could never be a part of the International Highway,
in order to satisfy two dredge operators and put American trade into
Canadian Territory? Approximately $20,000 plus a ferry over the Forty-
mile would be required, even with use of Canadian equip ment.

Or, should MacDonald's recommendation of locating the International
Highway far south of this district be overruled and the proposed road
from Boundary to Chicken be laid out’ properly on & maximum seven per cent
grade, to later be a part of this Highway, con#inuing in a westerly
direction from Chickey and all being to the north of MacDonald's proposal
in order to tie in close to the seemingly good prospects on the Goodpaster?

MacDonald's report states it is 245 miles on the so-called Good-
paster route as against only 183 miles on the route which he has selected,
a great deal of the latter having never been seen by him. I am at a loss
to know where he gets the great difference of 62 miles as both routes
begin at the same place, end at the meridian and are practically parallel.



Memo - # , ) 9/19/36
See sheets 640 and 641 of the Geoleogical Survey upon which has

been penciled a route taking in Walkers Fork, Jack Wade, Chicken, Joseph

Village and down the North Fork of the Goodpaster, to McCarty which

scales less than 180 miles.
A brief description of this route is as follows:

Beginning at the Boundary (comnecting with new Canadian road) at
a point near the head of Poker Creek, a branch of Walkers Fork, the route
follows a ridge in northwesterly direction at a maximum elevation of 3,100,
to the head of Jack Wade Creek. A branch road of 1% miles near 23-mile
would reach Cowden's dredge. At mile 15 the road would be in the valley
of Jack Wade taking in two operators. Then down the right limit of Jack
Wade to the post office at Mile 20. At this point it would turn up a
creek coming in in the right limit and follow a ridge between Walkers
Fork and Napoleon Creek to the Fortymile near the mouth of Walkers Fork
at about 29-mile.

From the 10-mile the head of Squaw Gulch can be seen where ground
is being worked by some ex-Livengood miners. This gulch flows into Canyon
Creek which is under option. From the 14-mile, the Steel Creek post office
could be reached by a good ridge road, 10 miles long. Also from the l4-mile
the head of Uhler Creek (promising dredging ground), can be reached in
4 miles. Napoleon Creek is paralleled by the road a distance of 2 to 3
miles. This creek has very promising prospects.

N At Mile 29 a ferry or brdige over Fortymile would be required. The
route then climbs northwesterly to a 2,400-foot divide (1,200-foot climb
in 3* miles) between Alder and Chicken Creek, and drops down Chicken Creek
to the post office and the aviation field. Cowden 8 second dredge is
operating about 1} miles from the Chicken Creek field on the main Fortymile.

From the head of Alder Creek at Mile 32, Franklin post office could
be reached with a 3-mile branch.

From the mouth of Walkers Fork to Chicken there is an alternate
location on the right 1imit of the Fortymile. This would require bridging
Walkers Fork, two small Creeks, Denmison Fork and Mosquito Fork, in order
to reach Chicken.

The general route then follows up the left limit of Mosquito Fork
to Gold Creek. An alternate location from the head of Chicken along a
promising ridge between Mosquito Fork and Buckskin Creek should not be
overlooked. This apparently could be traversed for 15 miles. Buckskin
Creek is being investigated by capital for placer mining. Thence up Gold
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Creek to its head and down a ridge between Fish and McKinley Creeks to

the left limit of the Middle Fork of the Fortymile; up this and Joseph
Creek to a 3,600-foot divide into the North Fork of the Goodpaster. Thence
down the North Fork approximately 9 miles, crossing the stream to a very
low saddle leading into the South Fork of the North Fork of the Goodpaster.
From the point where this South Fork is reached, it would be only 10

miles south up a water grade to the prospects now under option by the

A. M. and S. Co.

The route then follows down this South Fork of the North Fork, again
crossing the North Fork and continues down the right limit of the main

Goodpaster some 25 miles to a point approximately 3 miles upstream from
the mouth of Central Creek.

Here it climbs due west to a ridge which can be followed for 30
miles in a southwesterly direction to McCarty. The highest elevation
reached on this ridge is under 3,000 feet.

All of the above is somewhat of a far cry from the Fortymile District
which is only in its infancy in so far as operation of low grade placers
is concerned, but with the pressure being brought to bear by the present
dredge operators of the Fortymile plus the very promising prospects in
the Goodpaster, anything done should be along the lines of a permanent
through road which will eventually connect Dawson and Fairbanks.

A1l of these new developments bring the construction of this section
of the International Highway up the scale from its present position in
proposed new roads.

Should this road be completed both the Goodpaster and all Fortymile
would be fed from Fairbanks and Valdez. Dawson would be out of the picture
from a supply standpoint.

Hawley Stfrling,
Assistant Chief Engine

CC Mr. Nash



August 8, 12356

4r. Hawley Sterling
Asst. Chief Zngineer, A. R. C.
Anchorage, Alaska

Dear Hawley:

I a1 snclosging a letter just received from ir,
Jeckell. It 1s reguested that if you get to Dawson rou discuss
the probablu uce of thelr equipment next year with lr. Jeckell
and deternine on what basis they are willing to let us have it.
Alzo you might see what Cowden and Holbrook are willing to do
in the way of furnishing fuel for the equipment and subsistence
for the men. .

It iz requested that you bring this letier hack
“with you. '

Very truly yours,

. Ike P. Taylor,
Chief Engineer.

o
IPT:I¥ il /

nc. lettsr
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Do not write about more than one
" subject in the same letter.

Write legibly your full name E; LETTER.ccccoemrrmnrmmmensssrisssnes
T Fiz ... T3
CANADA
COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE
Dawson, Y.T.,........ August 1, .1936............... 193........
Sirs N
; ‘%;%
' I received your letter of the 15th ARG,
ultimo on the 23rd ultime, and I delayed answering K\;\;wy;i?/’
it until our Superintendent of Roads returned from S
the Dawson to Boundary road, where he was engaged
in locating the new seetion of road to the Boundary. _
Owing to the slowing up of freight ,7;:ifr
movements on the Yukon River due to boat wrecks, J.-
wo did not receive our new L.Os 411is Chalmers
Tractor and Trackdozer as early as we had expected, o
and I regret to say that we will not be able to ;;%gi‘
loan you this piece of our road equipment this S S e
season for the extension of the road on the Alaskan -

side of the lins.
L

Wo will endeavour to push the work
ag fast as possible on our seetion of the road to
the line this seasone. Next seasom, that is in 1937,
we will be in a position to loan you the Tractor,
Trackdozer, and Grader early enough in the season
for the extension on the Alaskan sidee

Hawloy Sterling, Esqe.,
Keting Chief Engineer,

Alagka Road Commisgsion,
JUNEAU,  ALASKA.
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- July 15,

dr. G &. Jeckell
Coma** Ller of Tuxon Territory
w

“uon, .z.o

Refersnce 1s aede to your letter of April 11
to Y¥r. Taylor--vho is at sresent in Yashington.

Hegarding the +&at DEPALT ayh are you now able

to say approximate‘" what date 7ar wolld o t...x?ouzgn with
your sgulsment. inxar tion is rejuired in the event

that me would be &b lc to take sdvantege of your offar Lo
loan us th: equloment for the extension of the rosd on the
Alasken side of the line.

Yours very truly,

§

Hawlev Sterling,
Leting Chief imgineer.

HE8:I¥W

9g-36/2T
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47 - April 21, 1936
MEMORANDUM to Governor Troy. i?i//

[S

Rith reference to Mr. MacDonald's letter of March 19 anclosed with
Mr, Dimond's letter of April l to Dr. Gruening, the following comments are
offered:

s

-

Increased mining activity iﬁ/E;:/Fortvmile area during the past
two years has emphasized the need fon roads to serve that area. It is agreed
that the most economical route is through Canada to Dawson, as suggested by
Mr. MacDonald.

However, the Alaska Road Commission has been reluctant to undertake
conatruction along this route—firgt, due to the international complications,
second, the route from Dawson to the boundary has never been suitable for
other than tractor use and then only with difficulty, and, third, dus to the
limited funds available for any new projects., TFor these reasons all of our
afforts have been concentrated on the route from Eagle which is all in Alaskan
territory.

A road was constructed from Eagle a distance of 15 miles toward the
FPortymile as early as 1908. This 1s a low standard road and during the past
few years our work in this gectlon has been done on improving this road and
extending a low standard road to Liberty an additional distance of 12 miles.

To reach the real mining operations would require the construction
of 60 additional miles over very difficult ground including a bridge of 400-
foot span over the Fortymile River. A rough cstimate of the cost to reach
the most distant mining operations around Chicken with a ssrviceable truck
road is $700,000.

¥ith the limited funda at our disposal, this road can not be con-
structed in time to be of service to the present activities.

The total distance from Zagle, the point where freight '3 now dellvered
by river boats, to Chicken i3 eatimated at 87 miles.

The distance from Dawson to Chicken 1s approximately 100 miles of
which 70 niles are through Canadian territory.

Last ycar the Alaska Roed Commission had a preliminary reconnaissance
made over the route from the boundary to Chicken. It is estimated that a
road suitable only for use by tractors could be built over this 30 miles at
a cost of $30,000. A tractor road only was considered as the road from Dawson
to thc boundary was then sultable only for tractors. It is estimated a truck
road over this 30 miles would cost $200,000.

9‘/.:)/ 2

-~
>
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Memo - Covernor - #2 4L/21/36

Since being advised that the Yukon Territory planned on improving
the road from Dawson to the boundary, I have written to Mr. Jeckell regarding
an arrangement for the use of his equipment in improving the route from
the boundary to the dredge on uppur ¥Walkers Fork, a distance of 5 miles. It
was planned to do the work on this section from our limited funds if eguip-
ment could be obtalned.

I recommend the construction of'a road over the route from the
boundary to Chicken if funds can be obtained.

However, I see no point in singling out this particular project
and requesting an appropriation for its construction, There are a number of
other projects on our general program vhich I beliewd“have equal if not
greater nmerlt,

The plan for a "free zone" suggestsd by ¥r. Haclonald would un-
doubtedly facilitate operations in that section of the Fortymile now served
through Canada. It would appear, however, that such a plan would be difficult
to arrange, and would result in all the busineas in this arca going to
Canadian business concerns. ’

i

Ike P. Taylor,
Chief Engineer.

IPT:IW



Do not write about more than one
subject in the same letter.

* Write legibly your full name

and address.
. If you reply to the letter quota
its file number. _-tGAJ/VF

3irs

Carnival.

LETTER oot e
SR FILE ......... A E - S
’CNADA
. COMPTROLLER'’S: OFFICE
Dawson, Y.T.,....4pril..11,.19360 . .cccconnnn. 193........

I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd
ultimo, in which you advise that Mr. Frank Nash, your Superin-
tendent at Fairbanks, has communicated to vou spme of the matters
which were discussed by Mr. Nash, your Engineer Mr. HacDonald,
and myself, while I was in Fairbanks at the time of the Ice

I am not in a position just at the present
time to state how extengively we will be ables to carry on road

construeticn work on the Dawson Boundary Road this season. OQur
equipment will be on the road early in August or sooner if possible.

late in the Fall, August being the best month.

We plan to purchase a Diesel Tractor and
grade builder, and we will use this piece of equipment, as well

. ag a grader, and from my conversation with Mr. Nagh, these two
particular pieces of equipment would be the ones most helpful
to you in extending the work on your side of the line.

B

We have found it advisable to endeavour to
do ougy work on the Dawson Boundary Road each year tefors too

I wish to agsure

you that we will place our road equipment at your disposal in
doing the work on the portion of the road west of the Boundary.

After the session of the Territorial Coun-
cil, which will commence on the 23rd instant, I shall be in a
position to advise you as to the extent of the work we will be
able to do on the Yukon section of this road.

Jeckell
COMPTROLLER.
Ike Pe. Taylor, Bsq.,
Chief &nginesr,
Alagka Road Commission,
JUNBAU,  ALASKA. ( g
l




Yr. George Jeckell
Comptrollier of Yukon Tarritory
Dawson, 7. T,

fear 3ir:

I havs been ad?iseu by cur superintsndent at Fairbanks,
dr. Frang dash, that he recenily discussed with you bhe reccnstruction
of the Dawson-Boundary Roac snd ke ce*irabili%y of the extension
af this wory to Halirars Fork.

As you realize, it is guite difficult f»r ua to gat
saoy scqulpmeat into this ares L ¢ the worxz on tie portion of the

road weat of the boundary. For that reason little nhag beea done -
in tnis section. 3ince you eare now plsaning on rebuilding the road U
on tha Yukon Territory zide, we =ould like very much to extend tiais \“::~

work to the operations on falkers Fork 1f some arrangement could be
aade to uge your squipment after you have compisted the work on your
prajact.

Waile our funds are sulite limited, we wmould undoubtedly
be azble to allot sufflcient funds late this fsll for this work in case
sguipmect waz  bhen awvailable.

e

I would greatly appreciate your adviging me a3 %o whether
or aot such sn arrangerzent anuld be aada and, if 30, when eguipzent
would likely be available. :

Very truly yours,

Ike ?. Taylor,
Chiaf EZngineer.

LTI
CC Xaah




DIT=R TOR
WAR DEPARTMENT

ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
JUNEAU, ALASKA

DISTRICT OFFICE
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

March 10, 1936,

Alaska Road Commission, J,'
A
Juneau, Alaska,

Gentlemen; .

During recent ice carnival held in Fairbbnks, Mr. George Jeckell,
Comptrolle? of Yukon Territory contacted me in regard to road work on
Jalkers Fork etc. ‘ .

Mre. Jeckell informed me that Yukon Territory contemplates the
purchase of a large tractor and trailbuilder for use on the road between
Dawson, Y.T. and the bdundry. He further advised that during the coming
summer they contemplate the completion of that rozd end also several
improvemer ts on the constructed section of road which will consist of
line revisions, to eliminate excessive grades, bad ground ete, He also
advised that they were willing to co-operate with the AR C as far as
they possibly could in the construction of a road down Valkers Fork,
especially in tke ljne of loanong us equipment etc.

It is believed that it would be advisable for you to get in
cormunication with Ir. Jevkell who is now at Dawson,

Very truly yours




Department of the Intericr E
ALASKA ROAD COMMISSION
Anchorage, Alaska.

March 19, 1936

Mr. Tke P. Taylor
Chief Engineer, A.R.C.
Juneau, Alasks

i

A <Y
I &

During the Carnivel at Fairbanks I took advantage of the low rates
and paid my fare to go up and see the family.

Dear Sir:

Thile there, the Governor of the Yukon Territory, Mr. Jeckyll, who
apparently combines all the Territorial func¢tions in his own person, asked
Frank Nash and I to come and see him. He wanted to discuss the possibility
of cooperating with us in regard to the extension of his road.through to Forty-
Mile as a link in the International highwey. It appears that he will locate
this road on a lower level around Swede Dome so that the road will be passable
throughout the summer. (I coversd this situation in my Internstional Highway
report.) Also at my suggestion, because of our difficulty in transporting
machinery to this ares, he assured us that he would be very glad to allow us
the use of their equipment for construction purposes on our side of the line.

. Of course the natural outlet to the Forty-Mile is to Dawson. With
the activity in that section now it is clearly evident that pack horse trans-
portation to Eagle is altogether inadequate. The construction of a truck road
to Eagle is obviously impracticable, particularly when a low cost road can be
built to connect the Dawson Sixty-Mile road. )

The Governor evidenced a very lively interest in the highway and
appeared to bes very willing to cooperate in every way. I know from conversa-~
tion with people in the mining district that they are unanimously in favor of

~thie project. When I was in Dawson on the International Highway Reconnaissance,

I took the matter up with the previous Commissioner or Governor and he was
equally willing to cooperate. -You will find this covered in my report.

i1f the road reaches the line at Poker Creek there is only about five
or six miles of side hill grading involved to get to the Walker's Fork diggings
as I.recall it. Whoever goes in there should take a copy of the boundery map
of that section, as the topog. is on a large scale for about three miles on
either side of the line, which is a valuable location aid.

I suppose Nash has already written you in this regard, but this may

add a vew points.
urs very v
2
7

Donald MacDonald,’
PMacD:bb Associate Engineer.
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